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Colleded out of the Aſembly Records; and 
l; Digeſted into one Volume. +" | 


Reviſed and Confirmedby the Grand 


held at James-(G ity.; by Prorogatien, the 234 of 
March 1661, in the 13% Year of the Reign 
of. our Soveraign Lord 
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For the Honourable 
"William Berkeley 
S' William Berkeley. 
Moſt Honoured Sir, _” SITY 
BRO [ce you care impos'd on me and the Clerk of 
Se the Aſſembly, the charge to .peruſe our Labs, 
F8y and to reduce them into as good a Form, as our 
2D weak abilities could perform ; T thought my 
& /elf obliged to render you an accompt of 
our performance ; which might perhaps, bave 
been better done, had not the Troubles of the Indians, and 
Quakers, and other emergent Occaſions of the Publique, de- 
priv'd me of much of that time 1 had devoted ts that moſt 
ſerious Imployment. | | | 
However, Sir, as they are ( ſince the Aſſembly bath approv'd 
them, and Ordered them to be put in Print ) V4 thoughs it my 
duty to Dedicate them to your Patronage, who, of the moſt and 
beſt of them, was the only Author. | 
Little addition there is to what your ſelf had done in the time 
of your Government, only what vitious Excreſcencies bad grown 
in-the body of them, by the corrupt humor of the times, we have 
throughly purg'd them of, that we might not any Where leave 
unrazed the memory of our enforc'd Defefion from his Sacred 
Majeſty ; for whom, your prudent-care-fo long preſerved the 
Countrey, both from the ruine we were almoſt brought to by that 
deſperate Warr with Opechankevogh , whoſe Conqueſt (bad 
net the Cloudineſs of thoſe times obſcured the glory of it) could 
not have loſt the efteem of being one of the moſt important 
Services, that, perhaps, had been rendred in many years before to 
the (rown. ARE 


B But 


The Epilile Dedicatory. 
But, Sir, you have not only done this, but alſo retein'd us in 
an inviolated obedience to bis Majeſty, that we were the laſt of 


his Subjefts that neceſſity enforcd from our duty, which was an 


AF of approved Loyalty, as the other Was of gallant Bravery. 
Sir, though the remoteneſs of this place, bath veild the glory 
of theſe, and other your Hononrable Aftions ; yet I, and all that 
bere with me were witneſſes of them, muſt, aud ever. will, 
ackwwledg that to you, next to his Majefties goodueſs, we owe | 
both the Laws we Govern by, and the (ountrey ut ſelf now 
Govern'd by thoſe Laws : which truth, as a Publique Perſon, 
I muſt ever juſtifie ; and, as a Particular one, confeſs my ſelf 
by it oblig'd tobe © 


Moſt Honoured Sir, 


\,, Tour moſt bumble 
And 


Faithful Servant, 


" Francis Moryſon: 
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At a Grand Aſſembly beld at James-City , . + ©. \/ 
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PREAMBLE. 


HEREAS the late unhappy Diſtractions 
cauſed frequent Change in the Governmear of 
this Countrey, and thoſe produced ſo many 
Alterations in the Laws, that the People knew 
not well what to obey, nor the Judges what to 
puniſh'z by which means, Injultice was hardly 
to be avoided, and the juſt freedom of the peo- 
ple, by the uncertainty and licentiouſnels of the 

Laws, hardiy to be preſerved : This Aſſembly taking the ſame in- 
eo their (ſerious Conſiderations, and gravely weighing the Obligati- 

ons they are to diſcharge ro God, the King, and the Countrey z 
have, by ſetling rhe Laws, diligently endeavoured to prevent the 

like inconveniences, by cauſing the whole body of the Laws to be 

Reviewed; all unneceflary Acts, and chicfly ſuch as might keep in 
memory our forced Deviation from his Majeſties Obcdience, to be 

| Repealed and Expunged 3 and thoſe that are in force to be prong 

into one Volume: and, leſt any prejudice might ariſe by r 

ignorance of the times from whence thoſe Acts wete in force, they 

have added the Dares of every Act, to the end that Coarts might 
rightly adminiſter Juſtice,and give ſentence according to * any 
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The Laws of Virginia. 
thing hapning at any time fince any Law was in force 3 and 
have alſo endeavoured in all things, as near as the capacity and con- 
ſittition of this Countrey would admir, ro adhere to Toſs Excellent, 
and often refined Laws of England, to which we profeſs and at- 
knowledge all Reverence and Obedience and thar the Laws,made 
by us, are intended by us but as brief Memorials of that, which the 
capacity of our Courts is utterly -unable ro Colle our of its vaſt 
Volumns, though ſometimes periaps, for the difference of our and 
their Condition, varying in ſmall things, but far from the preſum- 
ption of contradicting any thing therein contained, And, becauſe 
i is impoſſible ro honour the King as we ſhould, unleſs we ſerve and 
fear God as we ought; and thar they gy ſhew their equal care, 
they have ſer down certain Rulesto be obſerved-in the Government: 
ofthe Church , untill God ſhall pleaſe ro turn his Majeſties Pious 
thoughts rowards us,and provide a better ſupply of Miniſters among 
us, 


Be it therefore Enatted by the Governour, Council , and Burgeſſes 
of this Grand Aſſembly, Thar all the following Laws, continued or 
made by this Aſſembly, ſhall be hereafter reputed the Laws of this 
Countrey , by which all Courts of Judicature are to proceed in 
giving of Sentence , and to which all perſons are ftrily required 
to yicld all due Obedience z and that all other Aas, nor in this 
ColleQion mentioned, be to all intents and purpoſes utterly Abrogy- 
red and Repealed, unleſs Suir be Commenced for any thing done in 
the time when a Law, now repealed, was in force ; in which caſe, 


the producing that Law ſhall excuſe any perſonfor doing any thing 


according to rhe Tenor thereof. 


i 


T. 


Church to be built, or Chappel'of Baſe. 


E it Enacted, for the advancement' of Gods Glory, and the 
more decent Celebration of his Divine Ordinances , Tnere be 
a Church decently builr, in each Pariſh of the Countrey , unleſs any 
Pariſh as now ſetled, by reaſon of the fewneſs or-poverty of the 
Inhabitants, be incapable of ſuſteining ſo great a'Charge : In which 


— A 


_ caſe, Itis Enacted, Thar ſuch Pariſhes ſhall be joyned+ to the nexr 


reat Pariſh of the ſame County, and that. a Chappel of Eaſe be 
Puile in ſuch places, at the particular Charge otfthar place, 


5S 


I. Veſtries 
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Fl. | 
Veftries appointed. 


Herfor the making and proportioning the Levies and Aﬀeſſe 


proviſionfor the Poor, maintenance of the Miniſter, and ſuch other 
neceffary uſes and for the more orderly _— all Parochial af- 
fatrs : Be ir Enacted, That Twelve of the able men of cach 
Parifly, be'by the major part of the ſaid Pariſtr, choſen tobe a Ve- 
ſry 3 our of which number, the Miniſter and Veſtry to make choyce 
of two Church-wardens yearly, as at, {0 in caſe of, the death of any 
Veſtry-man, or his deparcure out of the Pariſh , chartthe ſaid Mini- 
ſter and Veſtry, make choyce of another to ſupply his room, And 
be it further EnaRed, That none (hall be admitted to be of- the Ve- 
ſtry, thar doth norrake the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy to 
his Majeſty, and ſubſcribe to be conformable to the Dodrine and 
Diſcipline of the Church of Exgland. 


fo —_= 


III. 
 Glebes to be laid out. 


"Tx for the better encouragement and accommodation of the 


Miniſtery, there be Glebes laid out in every Pariſh, and a cons © 
venient Houſe built for the Reception: and abode of the Miniſter ac- 


cording ro his Majeſtie's Inſtrufions, and that ſuch Proviſion be 
made for his maintenance in the valuable and cutrant Commodities 
of the Countrey, as may be really worth: fourſcore pounds per an- 
»w, beſides his Perquiſites- and the: Glebe (vis; )-if in Tobaccoar' 
the rareofrwelve ſhillings the hundred, in Corn:a ten ſhillings the: 
Barrel z if in Money, by: Bills-of Exchange; fecutiry ro: be. giver for 
the cert2in payment 3 and in caſe of Protclt to be recovered here with 
Fifty per cent, for damages. EE 


= 1 
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"Miniſters tobe! Indufted. 1641: | 
Har forthe prefervation of Purity arid Unizpof Doftirie! and 
& Difeiplineinthe.Church,. andrherrighr Adminiſtrarion/ ofthe 
Sacraments;n6 Miniſter be aduarred oP Th Io i m_ 


COpE——_ 


T be Laws of Virginia. 
ſuch as ſhall produce to the Governour a Teſtimonial, that he hath 
received his Ordination from ſome Biſhop in England, and ſhall then 
ſubſcribe ro be conformable to the Orders and Conſtitutions of the 
Church of Exglaxd, andthe Laws there eſtabliſhed ; upon which the 
Governour is hereby requeſted:to induR the; ſaid Miniſter into any 
Pariſh that ſhall make preſentation of him. And, if any other per- 
ſon'prerending himfelf a Miniſter, ſhall, contrary to this AR, pre- 
ſure to Teach or Preach, publiquely or privately, the Goyernor and 
Council are hereby deſired: and. impowred to ſuſpend and. filence 
tbe perſon ſo offending, and upon his obſtinate. pertiſtence, to com- 
pel bimto deparrthe Countrey, with the firſt convenience, as ithath 


been formerly provided by the 77+ Act made at Fames-City,the ſe- 
cond of March, 1642. Te 


———. 
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= 
Miniſters to provide Readers, 1661. 


"Fi* every Pariſh nor having a Miniſter to officiate every Sun-- 
day, do make choice of a grave and ſober perſon of good life 
and converſation, to read Divine Service every intervening Sunday 
at the Pariſh- Church, when the Miniſter preacherh ar any other 
place. | 


VI. 
Litur gie to be read, 


rx the Canons ſet down in the Liturgie' of the Church of 
_ "England, for celebrating Divine Service, and Adminiſtration 
ofthe Sacraments, be duly obſerved and kepr.; and that the whole Li-' 
turgie, according to the ſaid Injuions, be by the Miniſter or Rea- 
der,at Churchand Chappelevery Sunday,throughly read, 


VII. 
Church-Catechiſm. 


Har neicher Miniſter nor Reader teach any other Cate: 
chiſm then thatby the Canons appointed and inſerted in the 

Book of Common-Prayer ; and that the Minter Expound no o- 
ther then that, that our Fundamentals, at leaſt, may be well laid ; 
and that no Reader upon preſumption of-his own' abilities do at- 
of rempt 


The Laws of Virginia. 
rempt the Expounding that or any other Catechiſm, or the Scri- 


— 


« +4. YI 
Miniſters to Preach Weekly. © 


"3 the Miniſter of every Pariſh preach conſtantly every Sun- 
day'; (viz). one Sunday in a Moneth ar each Chappel of 


Eaſe inhis Pariſh,if there be any,and the other in his Patiſh Church; 
and that twice a year, at leaſt, he adminiſter the Sacramienc of the 
Lords Supper there. F -< 


hh ——__—_— "—_—_ 


| I Xe 
Sundays not be Prophaned. 


imrromcanmetth, 


"7" Hat the Lordsday be kept Holy, and that no Journeys be 
| made on that day, except in caſe of emergent neceflity,and thar 
no other thing be uſed or done, that may tend to the prophanation 
of that Day ; burthar all and every perſon and perſons inhabiting in 
this Countrey , having no lawful excuſe to be abſent, ſhall upon e- 
very Sunday, andthe tour Holy-dayes hereafter mentioned, diligent- 
ly reſort to their Pariſh Churchor Chappel accuſtomed , then and 
there to abide orderly and ſoberly during the time of Common- 
Prayers, Preaching, or other Service of God ; upon penalty of being 
fined Fifty unds of Tobacco by the Connty-Court, upon prefent- 
ment nds by the Church-wardens, who are to. colle& rhe ſame 
with the Pariſh-levies. Provided alwayes, That this A& conclude nor 
Quakers, or other Recuſants, who our of Non-conformity to the 
Church; totally abſent rhemſelves, but that rhey ſhall be lyable to 
ſuch fines and puniſhments as by the Stature of 23. of Eliz. are 
impoſed on them, being for every Moneth's abſence, Twenty pounds 
Sterling ; and if they forbear a Twelve-Moneth, then to give good 
ſecurity fot their behaviour, beſides their payment for their Month- 


Ckerefſ according to the tenor of the ſaid Staturez and, rhart all . 


akers for Aſſembling in_ unlawful Aſſemblies and Conventicles, 
be fined; and pay each of them, there taken, two hundred Poundsof 
Tobacco for each time they ſhall be,for ſuch unlawful meetings,pre- 


ſentedby the Church-wardens to the County-Conrts, 


C2 X. Fanny 


p 
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N. 
\. January the 30" rm be kept « Faſt. 


W Hereasour laze Sycqendex aud Submiliqn wo to that Execrable 
Power that ſo bloodily Maſſacred the late King Charles 
the-Firþ, of ever-hleſſed. Memgry,. bath made-us by: {ry wt 
them guilry of their Crimes, w ſhew Qur ſerious and.bearty Re 

range; and Deveſtation, ofabat.barbarous. At: Bebir Enatted, That 
the ;Fhirieth. of F anus, the.day the (aid: King: was. Beheaded,, be 
annual'y ſolemnized with Faſting and Prayers , that aur Sarrows 
may expiate our Crime, and our 1ears 5 waſh away our Guilt, 


_ 


— 


— 


Xl. 
May 29" to be kept Holy. 


Qiree God of bis mercy hath bcen pleaſed to- Reſtore our late 
Diſtracted Kingdoms toPeace and Uniry, and his late diſtreſſed 
Majeſty;to the Throne of his Royal Anceſtors: Be it EnaQed, Thar 
inceftimony.of our Thankfulnefs and Joy,, the Twenty-ninch of May, 
the; day:of, bis, Majeſtie's Birch and' happy Reſticurign, be annually 
Calebemedas: an Hely-dayc. © 


PE "I 
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XIT. 


Non to be Married bnt by Miniſters, nar by them but by 
on 4 Licence ar Publiſhing the Banes. 


"Har no Marriage be. Solemnized, or reputed: valid in Law, bar. 
| +++ fach asis made. by. the Miniſter, according; to the Laws. of 

Englend ;; and that no Miniſter: Marry-any; perſons without: Licence 
fromthe Governour or his Deputy, or: Thrice publication of. Banes, 
acconding:to the preſcri _ wants Rubrick in- the-Common-prayer- 
Fook, whichenjoynes, thatifthe Perſons to: be: Married, dwell in 
ſeveral Pariſhes, the Banes' muſt, be-asked/in- both Pariſhesz and 
thar the Curate of: che- one- Pariſh: ſhall nor. Solemnize the. Matri- 
mony, until hc have a Certificate from the Curate of the other Pa- 
riſh , that wb om been there Thrice PE, __ no 
Obje&ion made again parties jo rogether : 
Miniſter ſhall gry to this Act, SA; __ Perſons, he tall be 

c 


The Laws of Vitginia; 
fined Ten thouſand pounds of Tobacco : And prenitded nded Marri- 
e, made by hes then a Miniſter bo cepich Null ; And the 
born our of ſuch —_— ofthe Parents, eſteemed Illegi- 
eimate 3 and the Parents fuffer ſuch Puniſhment, as by the Law pro- 
hibiring - Fornication, ought tobe infliged. | 


——_— 
, — 


X III. 
(hurch-wardgns to make Preſentment. 


ee. 


Hat the Church-wardens ſhall twice every year (viz.) in De- 
cember-Court, and April-Court,deliver a true Preſentment, in 
writing, of fuch Miſdemeanors, as by their ns, by com- 
mon fame, have been committed whilſt they. have been Church- 
wardens; Namely, Swearing, Prophaning Gods holy Name, or 
Sabborh;abuſing, or contemning his holy Word and Sacraments, or 
abſenting themſelves from the exerciſe thereof; as alſo of rhoſe 
foul and abominable fins of Drunkenneſs, Fornication, and Adul- 
tery $ and of all malitious and envious Slandering and Backbiting, 
For the better manifeſtation whereof, rhe faid Church-wardens ate 
Impowred, to cauſe all ſuch perſons, upon whofe Reports they 
ound their Preſenrments, to appear at the reſpeftive County- 
Courts to which the Preſentments are made, to give in their Evyiden+ 
ces conrerning the ſame. | 


— — ' w__ 


X1V. 
Burial of Servants, or others, privately ; Prohibited. 


VV Hereas the private Burial of Servants, and others, give occa- 

fion of much Scandal againſt divers perſons, and ſometimes 
not undeſervedly of being guilcy ofrheir Deaths z from which, it 
the perſons ſuſpe&ed be innocent, there can be no Vindication 3 nor 
if guilty, no puniſhment, by reaſonthey are, for the moſt part, Bu- 
ried without the knowledz or view of any others then ſuch of the 
Family , as by nearneſs of relation, as being Husband, VVite 5 or 
Child are unwilling, or as Servants are fearful, ro make diſcovery, 
if Murther were committed 3 for Remedy whereof , as alſo for ta- 
king away that Barbarous Cuſtom, of _— the Corps ,of the 
Dead ( by making their Graves in common and unfenced places) 
tothe prey of Hoggs, and other Vermine : Be it EnaQed, That 
therebe in every Parith, three, or four, or more, places appointed, 
according to the greatneſs or littleneſsof the ſame, to be ſet a-pat 
and fenced in, for places of poke Burial, for that Precio 3 


ant 


——c 


5 The Lawsof Virginia. 
and further, that before the Corps be Buried, there be, at leaſt, three 
or four of the Neighbours called: who may,in caſe of ſuſpition, view 
the Corps; and, it none, yer, according to the decent Cuſtom of all - 
Chriſtendom, they may accompany it to the you And be it: further _. 
EnaQted, That noperſons, whether free or f{ervants, ſhall be buried 
in any other place then thoſe fo appointed ; unleſs ſuch, who b 
their own appointment in their life-rime, have ſignified their deſire 
of being interred in any particular place elſewhere. 


XV. 


(harch-wardens to keep the ( hurch in Repair , and 
provide Urnaments. 


ND it is further Ena&ed, Thiat the ſaid Church-wardens take 
care, and be impowred, during their Church-wardenſhips, to 
keep the Church in repair, provide Books and decent Ornaments, 
(viz.) a great Bible, rwo C ommoen-Prayer-Books, a Communion- 
Cloth and Napkins, a Pulpit and Cuſhion this preſcnt year ; and af- 
_ ter annually ſomething towards Communion-Plate, Pulpir-Cloth, 
and Bell, as the ability of the Pariſh will permit : And thar they the 
ſaid Church-wardens, do faithfully colle& rhe Miniſters dues, caufe 
them robe brought ro convenient places, and honeſtly pay them 
and thatof all rheir Disburſements, and Receipts, they give a true 
accompr to the Veſtry, when by them required, who are impowred, 
by a former Branchofthis Ac, to levy the ſame upon the Pariſh ; 
and by this, to give the (aid Church-wardens a ſutficient diſcharge, 


A— —— 


XVI. 
Regiſters to be kept by the Miniſters or Readers. 


\ A ] Hereas many differences do frequently ariſe about the age of 
Y Y Orphants, and enquiries are often madefor perſons Impor- 
eedinto this Countrey, and here deceaſed, and no ſpoſitive Certifi- 
cates can be granted of the Age of one, or Death of the other, by 
reaſon no Regiſters have been kept, which might, by the Record 
there entred, evidence the ſame: Be it therefore Ena&tcd, That the 
Miniſter or Reader of every Pariſh, ſhall well, cruly, andplainly, 
Record all Births, Burials, or Marriages, that fhall-happen within 

the Preciti&s of thar Pariſh, in a Book to be provided by the Veſtry 

-—_ for that purpoſe. And,if any Maſter of a Family,or other perſon con- 
cerned, ſhall omitthe giving notice to the ſaid Miniſter or Reader, 
he | | of 


Wa 


The Laws of Virginia. 

of the day of the Birth, Death,or Marriage,of any to himor themre- 
lated,the ſpace of a Monerth., ſuch perſon for ſuch hisnegle&,be fined 
One hundred pounds of Tobacco: And thar the Miniſter have for their 
entry of ſuch Birth, Death, or Marriage, Three pounds of Tobacco ; 
and if they negle& entring the ſame , as aforeſaid, that they be fi- 
ned, upon diſcovery made of the ſaid negleR, five hundred pounds of 

Tobaccotothe uſe of the Pariſh, i 


XVII. 
Licences for Marriage how to iſſue. 


ND whereas many times Licences are granted, and the perſons 

are Marrycd out of the Pariſhes, which Licences have been uſu- 
ally granted by the Governour, whoſe knowledg of perſons cannot 
roilifly exrend over the whole Country : Be it Enacted, Thar bence- 
forward, all perſons defiring Licences for Marriage, ſhall firſt re- 
pair to the Clerk of the County-Court, and there give Bond, with 
good Security, thar there is no lawful cauſe to obſtru& their faid 
Marriage z and that upon receipt of ſuch Bond, the ſaid Clerk 
ſhall write the Licence, andcertifie to the firſt in Commiſſion for 
thar County, or ſuch other whomit ſhall pleaſe the Governour to 
Depure, thar he hath caken a Bond, as aforeſaid z who, by vertue 
thereof, fhall ſigne the ſaid Licence, and dire& the ſame to the Mi- 
niſter. And tothe end that the legal Grant of the ſaid Licence may 
be made Evident, and the Governour aſcertained of his: juſt dues: 
It is further -EnaGted, That the ſaid Clerk ſhall yearly, in Seprember- 
Court,return the Names of the parties Marryed, _ of the Security, 
to the Secretaries Office, there tobe Recorded ; and further, that he 
deliver an accompr of the Fees due for the ſaid Licences, to the 
Sheriff or Colleor of the County, who is hereby required to Col- 
le& the ſame with the Levies, and ro make payment thereof to the 
Governour, and others, to whom they are due : And any Clerk ma- 
king default in any of the premiſes, to forfeit One thouſand pounds 
of Tobacco, to the uſe of the Governour. The Fees for the Licences, 
to be as followeth (iz.) to the Governour, Two hundred pounds of 
Tobacco, or Twenty ſhillings ſterling z tothe Clerk for writing the 
Bond, Licence,Cerrificate, and returning the ſame tothe Office, Fifty 
pounds of Tobacco z and to the Secretary for Recording rhe ſame in 
the Office, as aforeſaid, Forry pounds of Tobacco z andthe Miniſter 
Marrying with a Licence, 'Two hundred nds of Tobacco, or 
Twenty ſhillings ſterling 3 if by Baney Fikyp pounds of Tobacco, or 
five ſhillings, | 


D2 XVI, Pro 


who by the loſs of Lands, whus perhaps dearly purchaſed, and ho- 


| Compoſitions forall Landsbeld by any pretended Right ewo years, 


by Eſchear, ſhall pay for his Compoſition bur one Hundred —_ 
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XV. - 
Provifian for a Colledge. 


Hereas the want of able and faithful Miniſters in this Coun- 

trey, deprives us of eget bleſſings and mercies, that al- 
wayes attend upon the Service of God, which want by reafon of our 
great diſtance fromour Native Countrey, cannot in probability be 
alwayes ſupplyed from hence : Be irenaQted, Thar for the advance 
of Learning, Education'of Youth, Supply of the Miniſtry, and Pro- 
motion of Piety, there be Landraken up or purchaſed for a Colledge 
and Free School, and char there be with as much ſpeed as may be 
convenient houfing Erccted thereon for encerrainment of Students 


and Schslars. 


Whereas an Amtient pratice of this Countrey, bath, contrary to 
Law and Reaſon , ignorantly veſted the Lands of perſons inteſtate 
in the hands of Adminiſtrators , of whom divers perſons have pur- 
chaſed, and hold their Lands by no other Titles, then ſuch ſales 
which can be of no validity againſt the claim of the King, whom no 
time cenpreſcribe;andtowhom,if an Heir appear not,the Land muſt 
of neceſſity devolve. And ifrhe King ſbouldar any time, give expreſs 
Orderto an Efcheater ro make inquiry intoithe Titles we hold by; the 
ſaid Bſchearer cannot , by verme of his Othce , but find all ſuch 
Lands for the King, which we Francs Moriſen, and Thomas Ludwell, 
who are,at preſent,unruſted by his Majeſties Treaſurer romake com- 
poſition for all Lands ſo Eſcheared to his Majeſty, taking into our 
ferious conſideration, and our of our tender care of many poor men, 


neſtly paydfor.z and our of our ſenſe of the many inconveniences, 
and greatdamages would fall upon chem by being ouſted on of rheir 
Poſſeſſions by the feverity ofa roo rigorous Eſcheator 3 and that, on 
the iter hls; we aig not{eemto debarrihis Majeſty of his juſt 
Rights: we have thoughtirconvenient ro propoſe a certain Rule for 


by which, while the powers inour hands, 'we ſhall proceed : and if 

the Aﬀemblythink ic a favour, 'we thall zoyn with them , making ir 
our requeſt to Major Norwood, his Majeſties 'Treaſurer, ro get his 

- Majeſty ro confine them, thar-no ſucceeding Eſchearor may at his | 
an og rigorouſly exceed theſe iour moderate and real; De- 
mands, 

I. We concede, that any perſon, having been two yeats in poſ- 


ſcſſion of any Land thatoughr to have been veſted in his Majeſty 
ds 
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of Tobacco far every fifty acres, beſides the Fees for finding the Ot- 
fice, anddrawing the Conveyance. :5n03 

2. That every perſon having been ſo in poſſeſſiontwo years as afore- 
ſaid, ſhall have Eight Months time to petition for, and make their 
Compoſition 3 bur if they defer it longer, and another ſue-for it, and 
obcain it, they can impute the blame to nothing bur rheir own neg- 
lec. | | 
' 3. Thar where there is a Widdow, ſhe ſball enjoy the Land of. 
her Husband during her life, and be admitred, in the firſt Place, to 
make her Compoſition for the Fee-ſimple, in caſe ſhe ſignitte her de- 
fire within the time aforeſaid. | 

That all Lands eſcheared before the two years aforeſaid, the per- 
fon concerned ſball pay for his Compoſition as aforcſaid,z bur all 
Lands, which ſhall hereafter lapſe, or which have lapſed within the 
wo years laſt paſt, the Compoſition to be made for, with thoſe by his 
Majc{ties Treaſurer appointed and authorized thereunto z and tha 
the Widdow be admitted in.the firſt place, ſhe making her claim 
wichin Eight Months according to the Propoſition aboveſaid; | 


E——_— 


dS 7 
”- Courts. 


WW Hereas the name of Quarter-Courts is alcogether unſuitable to 
V rhe natureof thoſe Courts held by the Governour and Coun-, 
cil, both in reſpe& there are bur three of thoſe Courts in the year, as, 
alſo, becauſe they are nor equally diſtribured in the Quarters of the 
Year 3 September and November being too neer, and March too long 
from them, to admit of that _Ticle. Be it-therefore enacted, Thar 
the ſaid Courts be no longer ſtiled Quarrer-Courts, bur thatthey be 
henceforth called General-Courts ; a name more ſuicable to the na- 
ture of them, as being places where all perſons and cauſes have ge- + 
ncrally audience, and receive determination. 3 O 4 
_ .. Whereas the Acts of. Aſſembly already made, are very defeRive 
in preſcribing the Rules to be obſerved in the proceedings both .in* 
thoſe General, and the particular County-Courss, for want wheteof, 
many errors are committed 3 the reſpe&s due to the Courts ſo nearly 
repreſenting His Majeſties ſacredPerſon,by the clamorousunmanner- 
lineſs of the people, loſt : and the Order,Gravity,and Decorum, which 
ſhould manifeſt-the authority of a Court, in the Court it ſelf neg- 
leted : Andin regard. the Jong omiſſion,ofthoſe-hngely material, 
\ though,in themſelves lirtle things of form, hath cauſed all things ſtill ro 
continue in the firſt diſorders;.It hath appeared neceflary.torhis pre-. 
ſent Grand Aſſembly,to ſet down the Rles and Forms themſelves for': - 
the beginning,continuance,and procecdings in the ſaid Conrts,as fol- 
E lowers, 
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loweth: Andit is therefore enafted , That the General-Courts be 
gin and continue, as followeth (viz.) | | 


General Courts to begin and continue. 


- Thar March-Courr begin the Twentieth of March, if ir be nor 
Saturday or Sunday 3 and then the Munday following ; and hold 
eighteen dayes, not accounting Sundays in the number. 

Thar Seprember-Courr begin the T wenticth of September, if irbe 


_ not Saturdayor Sunday, and then to begin the Munday followingzand 


hold Twelve dayes, notaccompting Sundays inthe number. 

That Nowvember-Court beginthe Twenticth of Nowernber, if itbe 
not Saturday or Sunday ; and then to begin the Munday after ;- and 
hold twelve dayes, nor accounting Sundayes in the number. 

- That Adjournments of the ſaid Courts, be alwayes avoided, and 
that they begin preciſely upon the day, 'that all perſons knowing the 
day of the returr of the Writs, may accordingly give their atten-. 
dance, R 3 

| Stile how entred. 


That the Stile of the Court be enired thus. 


Art a General Court held at Fames-City, the twentieth of by 
His Majeſties Governour and Council,in the year of the Raign 
of our Soveraign Lord Charles the Second, by the Grace of God, 
of Great Britain, Frauce, and 1reland, KingzDefender of the Faith, 
&c. andinthe year Of our Lord God preſent, 

Inſert the name of the Governour and Council. 

Silence commanded, 

- Then let the Cryer or under-Sheriff make Proclamation, and fay, 

O Yes, O Yes, O Yes : filence is commanded in the Court, while 


His Majcſties Governour and Councilare fitzting,upon pain of Impri- 


ſonment. 
Suitors to appear, 
_ Aﬀeer Silence commanded, letthe Cryer make Proclamation ſay- 


All manner of perſons that have any thing to do at this Court, 


draw neer, andgive your attendance z and i a ge have any plaint 
toenter, Or ſuit to proſecute, letthemcome fo 


, and'they ſhall be 
heard. 
When ſilence is thus commanded, and Proclamation made upon. 
calling the Docker, the Cryer ſhall call for the Plaintiff. . 
Calling the Flaintiff. TO 
A. B. Come forth, and profecute thy Adtion againſt C. D,orelſe 
thou wilt be nOnſuite $ and the Plaintiff putting in his Declaration; 
the Crycr ſhall call for the Defendavr, 
Calling 
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Calling for the Defendant, 


- xXth and ſave thee and thy Bail, or elſe thou wilt for- 
(='4< . ; 4 
For proceedings in the [aid Conrts, | 


Warrants ts be if{acdby the Clerks, 


X X. 
AFtions to be Proportioned, 


E it Enated, That Warrants be iſſued by the Clerks of the Ge- 
-neral Courts, and the faid Clerk ſo.proportion the number of 
his A@ions, that there be for each day Twenty, and that, until there 
be Twenty Actions entred for the firſt dav , no Warrant iflue for 
the ſecond ; andthen Twenty for the ſecond, before any ifſue for the 
third z and ſo proportionably Twenty per day, for ſo many days as 
there are Actions tofill with that number, It being unreaſonable, 
Thar the Governour and Council ſhould wait a week for a ſtrag- 
ling buſineſs entred at a particular mans pleaſure. And in caſe any 
ſpecial Warrant iſſue, thar for the extraordinarinefs of the buſineſs 
may require the Governours ownfigning. It is enacted , Thar rhe 
perſon firſt go ro the Clerk, and there enter his Action, and the day - 
of the Return before his Warrant ſhall be ſigned. 4a 
And whereas ſome ſcruples have ariſen about the time Warrants 4. fc, ron, 
may be ſerved (viz) Whether ten days before the return, that is the General-Cowr 
day mentioned in the Writ to appear : It is hereby declared., that 3 anyones if 
Warrants may be ſerved ar any time, if there be ten days berween ay verncen 
the Scrving and the Return as aforeſaid, And furcher, that it may be _ Arreſt and, 
done in Court-timefor the ſame Courr, if there eten days between 
the Serving. : 


——_— R— _—_— WM oa 


' AXP< " 
(Courts to fit from Fight to Eleven of the Clock in the Forenoon : 
from one to three,efter Noon. a 


BE iralſo further Enaed, Tharthe Court ſhall each day fir from 
Eight of the clock till Elevenin the fore-noon, and from One 
to Three in the aftcrnoons : And for avoiding' all Errors that may hap» 
pen in the draught for the Orders by-the Clerk , eirher/ through his 
miſ-apprchending the ſenſe of the Court,or the partial Informarionof 
any perſon concerned, which he, being diſtracted, with the muttipli- 
city of buſineſs , may unwittingly affent to that all 'Orders of tHe 
day be by the Clerk drawn up againſt next morning, and then read 
| E-2 


©3 : 
{zh 


\ Defendant,if he liveth within 


:TheiL/awpsrof:Vingmia. 
in open Court ( in.preſence ofiche Plaintiffe and Defendant , if 
they will, be preſent, F when: Rule will be given -by the Court for a- 
mendment of Errors, if any be before they be-enered upoti Retord ; 


- and the Plaintiffe or Defendant, it xhey have any-new marrer of plea, 


ſhall then have liberty to' plead it in;Arreſt of. Judgement, Andthe 


- Orders thus publiquely read and confirmed ſhall be figned by the 


Secrerafy which ſball remain upon File in the Office for the full Ju- 
ſtification of the Clerk,who is to Enter them in the Book of Records. 


—C 
a. 
<— 


SED. wp + 
The Plaintiffe to file is Declaration three days 
| + before the day of Hearing. 


| — — 
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"A Nd whereas the Clerkisen joyned to enter Twenty ARions for 


cach day, and the Court to fit at cerrainhours ; fo alſo; lr is 
hereby Enacted, Thar the Plaiatiffe file bis Declaration in the Office 


ar. leaſt rhrce days before the day of Hearing : in: whichtime, rhe De- 


fendant may take a Copy there of, ttie Original ſtill remaining in 
the Office, and provide his Anſwer in writing, .ready to preſent to 
the Governour and Council at the day of hearing: and further, thar 
if the Plaintiffe fail cicher in, not appearing to proſecute, or in neg- 
lefting to file his Declaration,as is bereby cnzoyned, he ſhallpay tothe 

75 milesof Fames-Ciry,one hundred 
and fifty pounds of Tobacco for a Non-{uir.;/and if be dwell further 
off,then three hundred & fifty pounds of Tqbacco: beſide his Amerce- 
ment to the Publique, And ifthe Defendane make default, rhe Judg- 
ment to paſs againſt the Bail for the\thing ſued far; or,if noBait be re- 
rurned,then againſt the Sheriff,beſides his Amerciament of one thou- 
ſand pounds of Tobacco laid upon him by A, for not making Re- 


| turns. Provided, that the Bail and Sheriffe bave reſpit of Execution un- 


til the next Court, when, if they bring inthe perſon of the party the 
Judgment of the firſt Court granted to be reverſed;but the Amercia- 
mentawarded againſt the Sheriff to contimue,and nor ro be remirted. 


is) "> 4 } 
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Adjournment to the two laſt days for Determination of Referens 
ces by Aviſare Volumus,or Attions ertfted in Court-time. 
, Nd whereas this A& enjoyns the proportioning ſo many A a i 


ons to a day, but gives liberty ro arreſt in Court-time to the 
| | | laſk 
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laſt dayes of the Court. And whereas ſome caſes of difficulty may be 
preſented, upon which the Court may defire to advile: Be it therefote 
Enacted, that aſſoon as the Court hath ſar ſo many dayes as. are fil- 
led with Actions, it ſhall be adjourned to the two laſt dayes .of that 
Court ; and what-ever the Court hath reterred by.theix Aviſare Yo- 
lamws, and all Adtionsentred in Court-time , as aforeſaid; ſhall be 
then tryed and determined. Yoldoom ch tt ads re I” We. 


— ren n—_ —— no ernment? —_— > — — _ ; 
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X XIV: 
Criminal Cauſes to be tryed at the General (ourts. 


WW reas menof the greateſt abilities both for Judgemetrit and 
? Integrity douſually meer ar the Genera/:Conrts,whither their 
occaſions do frequently call chem, and becauſe any. thing that con- 
cerneth life or limb , requires the ableft. Jurics to enquire. of it: Be 
it enacted, Thar all criminal cauſes, thar concern either life or mem- 
ber, ſhall be tryed at the General Courts, only the fourth day of the 
ſaid Courts 3 and becauſe the* Laws of England do enjoyn Juries 
to be choſen out of the Neighbourhood where the fa& was cotnmit- 
ted, according to which the remoterieſsof our habitations, doth not 
admit us ſo fully to practiſe, as we deſire z yet that we may come 
to them as near as poſſibly we may , and becauſe it is very re- 
quiſite thar,part of the Jury, at leaſt, ſhould come from thence, who 
by reaſon of their nearer acquaintance with the buſineſs , may give 
Information of divers circumſtances to: the reſt of the Jury., Be ir 
cherefore Enacted, That immediately after the commitment of any 
perſon found criminal by the grand Inqueſt , the. Sheriffe of wt 
County to whoſe cuſtody he is committed, ſhall give notice thereo 
to the Secretaries Office at Fames-City, andthe Clerk of that Office 
ſhall preſently ſend a Yenire facies to the ſaid Sheriff tra Impannel 
fix men of the ableſt and neereſt of the Inhabitants of his County to 
that place where the fa& was committed to be of the Jury for Try- 
al of that cauſe returnable the ſaid fourth day of the. next General» 
Court, where the ſaid Jury-men are bound to appear ; and for their 
charges; the' Countrey .ſhall allow to: each man Twenty pounds of 
Tobaceo-perday, for each day they may be reaſonably coming to, 
and retiiting from, Fames-City ; and Fifry pounds of Tobacco per 
day during their atteridance there abour ir, (viz,) from the day they 
are by the'Writ-to appear, until they be diſcharged, and that the 
reſt of the F#ry be made up of the By-ſtanders, \.- 


'Þ Oo axv. the 
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XXV. 


a The Governour and two of the ( ouncil to 20 the Circuit. 


"Hereas the Honourable Governour,our of his ſingular care of 
.Y V his due Adminiſtration of Juſtice in all Courts, and that he. 
might be the better enabled to render his Majeſty an exat Accompt 
of the Government , hath been pleaſed to take upon him and the 
Council the pains of viſiting all the County-Courts of the Countrey : 
Be it therefore Enacted, That the Honourable Governour, and one 
of the Council, or, upon the urgent affairs of the Countrey hinder- 
ing the Governour, that the Governour Commiſſionate two of the 
Council for every River, yearly in A#guſt to fit Judges in all the 
County-Courts, and there hear and determine all cauſes then depend- 
ing in themby Action or reference from any other preceding Court 
in that County. Provided no Councellor be appointed to go the cir- 
cuitin'the River wherein he doth inhabit, 


— 
—— gs 
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XXVI. 
Appeals how to be made. 


'7 Hereas many Appeals are made from Conunty-Courts to Gene- 
ral-Courts, and from General-Conrrs to Aſſemblies , whereby 
the ſpeedy Execution of Juſtice is often rerarded; and many perſons, 
diſabled by the charge of going to Fames-City to proſecute,are forced 
many times to deſiſt from the claim of their ful Rights: Be it there- 
fore EnaQed,rhar, for the avoiding delayes, and for the eaſe of the 
Inhabicanrs, all Appeals made in any Courr after the General-Coart in 
Marth, be referred to the hearing of the Governour or Itinerary+ 
Councellours in their Circuit 3 From whoſe ſentence,it there, if any 
perſon will appeal. If the Governour be preſent, ſhall be made ta 


the next Aﬀſembly : if rwo of the Council, then to the next Generals 


Court, from which the {aid Councellors, during the Tryal of ſuch 
cauſe or caufes in which they had at the County-Conrts given their 
Opinions ſhall be ſuſpended. But becauſe in the Winter time the 
General-Courts are more frequent , and all Cauſes there receive a 
ſpeedier determination ; and, becauſe Tobacco being only then pay- 
able, may be paid in kind:It is Enacted, Thar all appeals made from 
Ottober, December, and other Intervening County-Conrts be made to 
the next ſucceeding Gemeral-Court, and from thence to the Aſſem- 
bly. And becauſe there may be as great Errors of Judgement or 


Will, in marters of ſmall value as in the greateſt 3 It is further 
Enacted, 


T be Laws of Virginia; 
Enacted, That Appeals ſhall lieopen, as aforeſaid, for any thing of 


what value ſoever ; alwayes Provided,thatthe Appellant putingood 


Security for proſecuting the Appeal, and payment of Fifty per cen. 
Damages tothe Defendant, if the Appellant be caſt in the Suir, for 


his unjuſt moleſtation. Provided allo, that no Appeals be made 


from Northampton-County, whoſe remoteneſs and dangerouſneſs of 
Paſſage is ſuch, as is not, for inconſiderable cauſes, to be' arrempred 
under the value limited by former Acts of Aſſembly, being Three 
thouſand pounds of Tobacco, or Thirty pounds 'ſterling ; any'thing 
in this Act to the contrary notwithſtanding, And be it further En- 
acted, Thar all cauſes of what value or nature ſoever, not touching 
life or member, may be tryed at the Counry-Courrs , and that no 
Arreſt be made to the General-Cowrr, in any Action under the value 
of Sixteen hundred pounds of Tobacco, or Sixteen pounds ſterling 5 
upon penalty of Five hundred pounds of Tabacco, to be paid by the 
Plaintiff to the Defendant,for his Charges, 


I —— —— 


XXVII 


Amerciaments in the General-Courts Fifty pounds of Tobacco pex 
Caulc; in County-Courts Thirty per Pap MY 


| VV Hereas many Suits are raiſed upon frivolous occaſions, by 

litigious perſons z for prevention thereof ; for the future, Be 
it EnaQted and confirmed, Thar all/perſons whatſoever, that are caſt 
in any Cauſe, beyghey Plaintifts or Defendants, ſhall be Amerced 
(beſides the Dammages and Coſts to the Recoverers) Fifry pounds 
of Tobacco, in the General-Courts, totheuſe of the Publiquez and 
in the Counry-Courts , Thirty pounds of Tobacco, for the mainte- 
nance of the Commiſſioners. For the due ColleRing whereof, Be it 
EnaQed, That the Clerks of the General-Courts, and the ſeveralCoun- 
39-Conrts, keep an exat Accompt ofthe Amerciaments, and deliver 
or ſend the ſame to the ſeveral Sheriffs of the particular Counties z 
who are hereby required to Colle the ſame, with the Leviesz and 


are accordingly impowred , for default of payment, to make di- 


reſs, and commanded not to return any Arrears 3 (Executors 
and ores who cannot pay without orders, alwayes c&- 
cepted. 


F 2 XX VIII.Sub- 
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XXVIIL 
Subpena's to be 1ſſued by the Clerk. - go 


E-it alſo Enacted, That the Clerk: of the General-Conre ſhall 

ifſue Subpena's from the Secretaries Office , for all-Evidences 
required in the tryal of any Cauſe there depending , itthe Witneſ- 
ſes required do not dwell beyond the Bay,or the North-fide of Fames- 
River « And if they do, that then a Dedimas Poteſtatem ſhall ifſue 
for taking the Depoſition in the County, or Counties, ,where the 
Wirneſles do dwell. . - Provided alwayes, That in Criminal-Cauſes all 
Witneſſes be bound over to give in their Evidences viv4 wore, atthe 
tryal inthe GeneralrConrr, vi! cis 
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Dedimus Poteſtatem how to iſſue. 


WV Herew many Cauſes between parties and iparties, are loſt 
| for wantof Evidence: wermey be {ar remote cannor, bur 
ata charge and expence farr excceding the value of the \Cauſe, be 

brought to give'it.viv4 wore, at the General- Court, or at the Count 
Conrts, ifthe party dwell ourofthe- Courty, or elſe a greater nuſ- 
chief is introduced, by the partial and illegal Examination of Wit- 
neſſes in preſence of but one party before ſome qe Commiſſioner, 
perhaps too favourably inclined tothe -party in whoſe behalf the De- 
poſitions are taken, belidesthe trouble;expence.,and hinderance of the 
Witneſſes themſclves, who, many tines; are- forced One hundred 
Miles from the place of'their Refidence, for a ſmall allowance, to 
give Evidence in tryals ofperry\and inconfiderable values : Forte 
wmedy- whereof, and thar all>patties may/ with more convenietice, 
leſs trouble and coſt, have their Evidences impartially and legally 
taken; Beit Enacted and confirmed, Tharif the Cauſe be to be 'Tryed 
at the 'General-Court,the Governourzifin any'Connty-Courr,any one'of 
the:Council,or the} Judge of the Courtyſhallgranr andſign a Writ of 
Dedimns Poteſtatem,tor Examination of Witneſles, in the Counties 
where they dwell, dirc&ed to three ſuch perſons as the Plaintiff and 
Defendant ; if they both deſire, the Vrit-ſhall, by conſent, make 
choice of and nominate. But if it be the ſingle requeſt @f cither 
Plantiff or Defendant, then rhe Governour, Councellour, or Judge 
ofthe \County-Court, out of Court-time, ſhall nominate and appoint 
three or more ſuch indifferent perſons to examine all ſuch Witneſ- 
ſes,as by the party deſiring the Writ they ſhall be moved to — 
ore 
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before them, And to this end the Commiſſioners, thus made choice 
of, or appointed roexecute the Writ, or any twoof them, ſhall by 
the ſaid Writ, be impowred and required to appoint atimeand place, 
when and where they will receivethe Evidences, and to iflue out 
Subpena's for their appearances accordingly y and if upon ſuch Sum- 
mons any of the Witneſſes refuſe or negle& rv come and give in 
their Evidences, then the Commiſſioners, or any two of them, be 
further impowred,by this A&,to lay ſucha fine upon them as the A& 
of Aſſembly gives in ſuch caſes, for non-#ppearance of Witneſſes, 
at the General or County-Conrts, Provided alwayes, That the parties 
procuring the Writ,ſhall give the party concerned againſt him, notice 
of the time and place,when and where the Commiſſioners intend to 
fir, ar leaſt ren foo before the day appointed by the ſaid Commilſ- 
ſioners, for putting ir into Execution. And, Be it further Enacted, 
That the ſaid Commiſſioners, or any two of them, which take the ſaid 
Examinations, ſhall immediately ſubſcribe them, ſeal them and the 
Writ up, and return them withthe, Writ ſo ſealedup, to the Clerk 
of the General-Covrt, if the Writ iſſue fromthe Governour, or elfe 
co the Clerk of the County-Copre, whence the Warrant iſſued by 
either of the ſaid Clerks, to be Readarthe time of the Tryals of the 
Cauſe in cither ofthe ſaid Courts. | | 


to 


— a a... ——_—_— 


— 


—=.9.v.9 
Penalties for non-appearance of Evidence. 


E it alſo Ena&ted, That the Penalties to be inſertedin Subpens's 
to the General-Courts for Non-appearance of the Evidences ſum- 
moned, be, One thouſand pounds of Tobacco z and for like default of 
the County-Coprts, Three hundred and fifry pounds of Tobacco: 
And that all Witneſſes, ſummoned to give in their Evidences at 
either of the ſaid Corrs, ſhall be allowed for their. time 
ſpent in coming and going to, and from, the ſaid Courts, Twenty 
Pounds of Tobacco per day 3 and for the time they attend there, un- 
rill chey have given in their Evidences, Forty pounds of Tobacco per 
day: And becauſe many malitiouſly,to aggravate the charge of the 
Suir, ſummon many more Witneſſes then are needful; Be it there- 
fore furcher EnaRted, Thatthere ſhall not be allowed in any Bill of 


19 


Coſts,the chargeof above Three Witneſſes to any one Action,unleſs 


for proof of ſeveral Matters incident thereunto, which ſeverally ma 
-requirethe Arceſtation of Two Wirnefles, þ F 


G6. | | 'XXXI. Conncy- 
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abt ah XX XA. 
POET, 911: "[ edyConrer append, 
J-E it alſo Enacted, for the more due Adminiftrarionof Juſtice 


Jin the ſeveral Counties, ' andthe greater caſe of the people, in 
obtaining the ſame, The 'Courts'be continued in each County, as of 


Jong time hath been accuſtomed: And rhat the ſaid Courts do con- 


fiſt of Eight of the moſt ablc;'honeft, and judicious / perſons in the 
County ; which Eight,or any four of them, whereofone to be-al- 
wayes of the 2uorum, arc to be impowred by Commiſfhon from 
the Governoutr for the time being, to a according to the Laws of 
Enzland, andof thisCountrey 3 and to impower them ſeverally, and 
out of Courrt,'to a& and do all ſuch things as by the Laws of Eng- 
lendareto be'done by Juſtices of Peace there. And be i further 
Enacted; That thefe perfons,thus Commnſſionated, rake the Oarhs of 
Allegiance and Sypremacy, andthe Oath of a Juſtice of Peace ; That 
they be called” Juſtices of Peace: That the Courts be ſtyled County- 
Courts. And further, that the Juſtices do -keep the ſaid Courts 
preciſely: upon the dayes appointed by this and former As of 
Aſſembly (viz.) 


, 


Henrico the 1 day. __ |] Northamptonthe 28 day. 
Charles-City'the 3 day, © |. New-Kent the 28 day, 
Fames-City the 6 day. Glouceſter the 16 day. 


" Ile of Wightthe 9 day. | Lancafter the 
- 1. Nanzemond the 12 day. Rappabanocke the 
\ *'* Lower=Norfolk the 15 day. | Surry the FE 
'- | Blizabeth-Citythe 18 day. | Northumberland the 
 Warwikck-Connty the 31 day. | Weſtmerland the 


Atid all Adjourniments by all means paſſible be avoided : And thax 


all the Juftices of the ſaid Courts, reſpeively, ſhall duly attendthe 
fame , andfhall nor depart or: abfent themſelves from thence with- 


depart or: abfent Une 
out the licence and confent of the reſt of the Juſtices there preſenc, 


And if any ofthem ſhalt happen wo have a lawful cauſe of -p 
it is thought fir, rhar in' fuck cafes they ſhall, upon the firſt day of 
the: Court, fignifie pokes; the Court by wraing z andthacthey 
make good proof of the erathytheteof at the nexr enſning Court, or 
elſe,being Delinquent in the iſes , every Juſtice ſo offending 
ſhall forfeit, for every time of hjs abſence, Three hundred pounds of 
Tulftcko| to be impoſed by the Coufr, and diſpoſed of ro the good of 


County, 
XXXII.No 
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XX X11. 
No Arreſt without Entry of Afion. 


E it alſo Enacted, that all Aionsto the Connty-Conrrs, and 
Subpena's for Witneſles,or in Chancery; be firſt entred withthe 
Clerk of the County,or his known Depfity,before any Arreſt made 
or Summons ſerved, under penaky of Five hundred pounds of To- 
baccs, to be levyed upon the Sheriff rhar ſhall preſume to ſerve any 
Proceſs, contrary to the tenor hereof. And be it EnaQed, Thar the 
Plaintiff in any Aion, ſhall, at leaſt the day before the Court, en- 


ter his Bill of Complaint, and leave it in the Clerks hands, that the - 


Defendant, if he will, may have a Copy thereof, and accordingly 
provide his Anſwer z bur the Original Declaration or Billro be al- 
wayes filed in the Office, 1577 


# 
'S 4A k# 


XXXIII. 
The Defendant to put in his Anſwer. 


' A ND beit further Enacted, that for the berter regulatins atid 
keeping the Records, and transferring the Preſidents to Potts. 
rity 3 2 als for prevention of new Stuts, upoti miſtake of the 
grounds of Orders, That as the Plaintiff both in Gene#ul-Cowrts, and 
County-Courts files his Declaration ; ſo the Defendant,in both thoſe 
Courts, ſhallaW putin his Anſwer in writing ; and tha the Judg- 
ment, if for the Plaintiff, be endorſed on” the Declaratioh ; if for 
Defendanr, on the Anſwer. And further, rhar all Evidences con- 


. 


y preſerved, 


cnn that Cauſe, be filed togethet with theta, and by the Clerk | 
care | | 


: EN. 
XXXIV. 
Form of Entring the Cort. 


« 


PaBirallo Enacted,Thar the form fot entring che iyle of the Chr, 


ion for ſilence, the Cryers calſing the Plaintiff, and the- 


Defendant, to Anſwer ; be obſerved in the Covary-Conrts, as well as 
in the General-Conrts, varying only inthe Tile of the Court and the 


G2 XXXY,; Cowre 
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XXXYV. 


Court not to take Cognizance of any thing, under Two hnn- 


dred- pojinds 'of Tobacco: 11 1 


"4 ND be iiralfo Enacted, That the Court. ſha!l nor take Cogni- 
| A zance of any Cauſe under' the value of Two hundred pounds 

. of Tobacco, or Twenty ſhillings ſterling : [which a-private' Juſtice 

may, and is,hereby oci_e edand impowred to hear anddetermine. 

And whereas many vexarious-perſons do. very much: trouble the 

Courts and their Neighbours, for brabling words, ſometimes paſſi- 

onately, but nor malitiouſly,ſpoken:- Fe it therefore Enacted, Thar 

! on of De. BO Ation be admitted for Defamation in any Courr, where the 
\.marien, words are nct Actionable. And furtter, that there be no words Ai- 
onable, bur ſuch as, if rrue, might have brought the perſon to ſuffer 
puniſhment by Law, any other to be caſt our of the Court, and the 

Plaintiff ro be non- ſuited. not that liberty is hereby given, or inten- 

- ded, to any ſcurrilous perſon to abuſe others ar his pleaſure, bur char 

his Majeſties Courts be not, for ſuch brawles, forced ro wave 

matters af greater conſequence... And becauſe Offences of this 

nature may be determined by a /particular Feftice,, who is hereby 
impowred to bind ark agan ſo offending, to the good Behaviour ; 

or, ifthey find not good Security for the ſame, 'to commit them to 

Priſon till chey find ir, | FI 7tip 


b —__—— 


XX.XVL-.: 
Private Courts prohibited. 


: VV Hereas many thingsare aQed,and Adminiſtrations granted, at 
4 rivate Courts, which tend to the apparent age of 
divers of the Inhabirantrs of this Countrey : Beit therefore E 
That no Private-Courtsbe kept, but that all buſineſs, tryable or gran- 
cable by or at the County-Courts, be tryed and granted in open 
Court, at the times and places by Law appointed. Provided alwayes, 
thatit ſhall and may be lawful » for the diſpatch of Merchants, and 
| _ other Sea-affairs, which cannot, without muck: prejudice and detri- 
2} mentto the ſaid Merchants, or Maſgers,be deferred till the Courts in 
. courſe ſhould come ; Iris Enacted, Thar irhall be- lawful” for' an 
Juſtice of the Qeerem by his Warrant directed to the Sheriff, to call 
; -- 50g Court, and to ſummon any perſon or' perſons before 


XXXVII. Tryals 
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Hereas the! Seventieth A& made-iv . 1642. and continued by 
the Ninety-firſt A, 1657, ſeems to reſtrain both Plain- 
eff and Defendant from "Trial by Juryes, CY by 
Declaration, or the Defendant upon Entry of his appearance, 
defire the ſame 3 which reſtriftion: is quite contrary rothe Law af 
England, by which, the Tryal of all maners of Fact, is asappro« 
iare and inherent in'the Jury, as matter of Law: is in the Judges 
for which cauſe, and that we may'in all our Tryals'come as near as 
may be tothe Laws of England, by which, we are-to be governed 
as our preſent capacities will admire: Be ir enated, Tharz every 
Morning the Court firs, whether the General or County-Courrs,the 
Sheriff of the County in which ir fits, ſhall impannel a Jury to ar- 
- tend the Court that day, cory: fuch Cauſes, as the Court ſhall find 
proper to be referred tothem 3 and that 'whenevera Jury is ſentour, 
an Officer ſworn to that purpoſe ſhall keep them from meat and 
drink,until they have agreed on their Verdict, | 


O— —— 


XXXYVFIL __ 
Grand-Furyes to preſent” Offenders, *. © 3. 7 


WW Hereas the ſeveral Laws conſtituted and made far the redreſs 
Y V of ſeveral Miſdemeanors and Offences, gither through the 
rm the knees wr ramen SoPaNmaent by cnn 
or elſe throughthe defect of -the Laws, in not appoi > 067 
culiar Officers to look narrowly after the - / nas. to make 
preſentmentrhereof tothe ſaid Juſtices at their Covnty-Coprts z by 
which means, the Laws themſelves are flighted and contemned, and 
become whollyuſcleſs and ineffectual : Be it therefore enacted and 
confirmed, 'That Juryes of Inqueſt, be i lled and ſworn ip 
every County, to enquire of the breachof all Penal Laws in thei 
m—— Counties 3; and 'thar A preſentment aig y- : 
| Connty-Conurts wvice yearly (vis.) in d4pril-Conrt, and De- 
cember-Coart, whenthe Juſtices are to receivethem, and find them 
according to Law, and totake for evidence the preſentment of. the - 
Jury , if made upon-the certain knowledge of any of them 3 or 
— the Parties tag ch ws Jury co giverheir Evidenceto 
- the next Juſtice ice, in preſence © preſented 3 Whict 1 Depo- 
ſition being produced bythe Jury _— ir Preſentmeur, hall bo 


uk- 
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i ground for the Court to paſs Judgment againſt the Offen- 
ETS, | 


XXXAXIX. 
d 13 Pillories to be erefted at each Court. 
WA nereny Offences are puniſhable by the Lawsof Eng: 
F, Y land, andot this Country, with 1 Puniſhmenrs , 
executing whereof, no ſuch Proviſion hath been-made;, as the ſaid 
Laws require - Be it therefore enacted, thar in every County, the 
Covrs cauſe to be ſer up'a Pillory, apair of Stocks, a Whipping- 
Poſt neer the Court-Houſe, and a Ducking-Stool inſuchplace, as 
any ſhall chink convenient, that ſuch Offenders as by the Laws are 
to ſuffer by. any of them, may be puniſhed according to their de- 
merits: and the Court not cauſing the ſaid /Pillory, Whippi -Poſt, 
Stocks, and Ducking-Stool, to be erected within fix Mats after 
the Date of this Act, ſhall be fined Five Thouſand Pounds of To- 
bacco' to the uſe of the Publick. _ Ot 1 


XL. 
Fines to be diſpoſed of by the Aſſembly. 


\F Hereasdivers Treſpaſſes againſt the Publick, are puaiſhable 
| by Fines, which are by the preſent Law to be diſpoſed of to 
the uſe of the Counties in which the Treſpaſs is commined, and yer 
nothing done for the good of any County, as was intended 3; where- 
by it may be preſumed, thar the ſaid Fines arecither not gathered, 
whereby the Treſpaſſers by this lenity and impunity, are encouraged 
to'perfiſt intheir Contempts of the Laws ; or elſe: the ſaid Fines 
areby ſome evil Commonwealths-men perverted to their private 
uſes: For prevention whereof, for the future ; Be ir enacted, Thar the 
Courts ſhall only lay and collect the Fines ; andthat they cauſethe 
Clerk of their reſpective Courts, to keep an Account thereof, and 
toreturn the Eſtreatmentso the Clerk of the Aſſembly at James» 
hers by the Third of the General Court held there in March yearly, 
-- And itis further enacted, that the ſaid Clerk of the Afſembly, do 


' [annually attend accordingly, during the time ar the place aforeſaid, 


to receive them ; and art the next Aſſembly to pa them to the 
Burgeſles, who are to order the diſpoſal of the ſaid Fines, as tothem 
ſkalſſeens moſt neceſſary for the good and benefitof the ſeveral re- 
ſpe&ive Counties wherein they accrewed due, always proportioning 
to every County the uſe of all the Fines, which were NE On. 
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XL1.-: 
Superſedeas by whom, and how grantable. 


Hereas the Writ of Saperſedeas hath of late been too fre> 


/ quently granted nou ſlight prerences of errour inthe Court, 
thereby not only injuriouſly delaying Juſtice, and keeping men from 
their Juſt Dues, bur alſo bringing Calutnnies and es u 

the Courts themſelves : Be it thereforeenaced, That no $» & 27 
& whatſoever, ſhall hereafter be granted but by the Governour, and 
ewo of the Council; nor by them,unleſs the Party deſiring it, make 

it m_ appear to them, that there isError inthe Judgement 3 

ſhall then aJſo givegood ſecurity to make good his Plea ; and,if 

he be caft at the next General-Conrr,to pay the Principal with Five and 
Twenty per Cent, Damages, beſides Coſts, 


—_—— 


M4 . 
—— 
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Priſons to be built in each County.  R 


WW Hereas theFirſt Act of the Aſſembly held at Fames-City, the 
third of November, 1647. and continued by the Afembly 


held there, the Third of March, 1657. for prevention of eſcapes for - 


Priſoners, hath enacted, "That ſufficient Priſons -ſhould be built in 
each County ; and that an Houſe built after the form of a Yirginia- 
Houſe (our abilities not extending to build ſtronger) ſhould be ac- 
counted a ſufficient Priſon ; and thatany Perſon way ' Priſoner for 
Debt or C rime, and breaking one of thoſe Priſons, ſhould be pro» 
ceeded againſt as a Felon 3 and that -neither Conre, Commiſſioner, 
nor Sheriff ſhould be anſwerable for ſuch eſcape. And whereas 
the Sixty firſt Act ofthe Afembly,held arF ames-City,the ſaid Thir- 
teenth of March, 1657. makes the ſeveral Counties not. building 
ſuch Priſons, lyable to the Sheriff, for the Eſcape of any Perſon 
commirted to his Cuſtody 3 which Acts have for want of aPenalty, 
never been put in Execution: for want whereof, Felons may eſcape g 
and Debtors for want of due Reſtraint, delay alwayes, and defraud 
oftentimes,the Creditor of his Juſt Duesz and by means thereof, the 
Law it felf made wholly void : which intended: principally, that all 
men ſhould by that Reſtraint have been forced to make a ſpec- 
dier Satisfaction, For remedy whereof, be ithereby enacted, | 
according tothe ſaid Acts, a good ſtrong Priſon after the Form of 
FYirginia-Houſes, be builded within 6a Months after'the Date of 
this Act bythe Court at the charge - County, upon "o_ & 
2 
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ing fined Five Thouſand Pound of Tobacco, and be anſwerable 
for eſcapes as aforeſaid 3 and,\thar the perſon breaking Priſon, ſhall 
according to the ſaid Act of the 34 of Nowemb. 1647. be adjudged 
a Felon ; and, that no Perſon under Execution for Debr, or impri- 
ſoned for Felony , ſhall have the benefit of the Rules ; and all 
other ——— having the benefir of the Rules, ſhall be ſecured , and 
ye in' Priſott every nighe at che peril of tho Sheriff, 


XL11I. 


. '  Dwellers within the Rules of any Priſon not to bave' 
= any benefit thereof. 


AN be it Enacted, That if the Sheriff ſhall permir any perſon 
dwelling within the Rules of any prifon, that is by Warrant, 
or Order of Law committed to Priſon, to walk abroad out of Priſon, 
though with a Keeper, and to have the benefit of the Rules, or to” 
e inhisown Houſe, the ſaid Sheriff upon proof thereof made 
County-Court by the Plaintiff, ſhall be ordered to pay the Debt, 

asin caſe of. Eſcapes. 


FF »xF . 
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XLIV. 
Sheriffe to be choſen in the Commiſſion. 


—Oraſmuch as the Commiſſioners of Coanty-Conrts , are by the 
Laws of this Countrey atiſwerable for the Levies and Eftrear- 
merits of each County,of which the Sheriff is uſually the Collectors : 
herefore Enacted, that none but one of the Commlioners of 
Zounty ſhallbe Sheriff for thar County, and further, tharthe 
ommilſioners ſhall exerciſe the Office of Sheriff ſucceſſively as 
hold their places in Commilfion every one a whole year , and 
onger3 Provided, Thar evety ſuch Commiſfioner, before he be 
urred to take his Oath,give in good ſecurity for the due execution 
ns Office and performance of the truſt commirred ro him , and 
n.his Oath be  adminiftred 'incohim. And be ic further EnaQ- 
; That no Under-Sheriff ſhall execute the Office of Under-She- 
i m the ſame County above one year : Provided alwayes, Thar 
the Sheriffs of F«mes-City , who are thore immediate Officers then 
Ls her to the General-Conrts , and the Publique ſhall be left ro 


.Governour's free choice - Andfurther, Thar, if the Governour 
Tee cauſe-for the better promoting any of his Majeſties eſpecial fer- 
vices, it ſhallbe left to his diſcretion to paſs by any perſon in wy 
; | other 


T be Laws of Virgins. 
other Commiſſion andto-givethe place to thoſe in the Commiſſion 
he ſhall think moſt meer,to apply che exigent ofthe preſent occaſions, 
Bur becauſe the Laws,as well of E»giand as of this Countrey,prohibir 
the chrcnngg the Office of Sheriff by any perſon two years together, 
the Governour is earneſtly deſired by the Aſſembly in any of his Ele- 


Qions nor to infringe thole Laws, 


© , *.h LY. __ 
Sheriffs not making Return. 


W Hereas the Sheriffs ,ofren through-negle&, often for favour-to 
/ V the Debtors, omit the ſerving the coce(s to chem direQed, 
and making Returns thereof according 19 Law z by means whereof 
the Courts are prolonged, Juſtice is dela ed, and the parties by their 
attendance and expences very much endammaged : Be ir therefore 
Enacted, That every Sheriff failing ro make ſutficient Return ( thac 
is, that the Writ is executed, and the Name of the Bail taken, of any 
Warrant to him directed three dayes ar ſeaſk before the day of the 
Return of the Writ in the General-Covrt, and rwo daycs before rhe 
Connty-Courts (ſhall be amerced One thouſand pounds of Tobacco 
one half tothe Plaintiff if he ſue for it , and the orher half to the 
County; Provided, That the ſaid Plaintiff prove the delivery of the 
Warrant to the Sheriff, 
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XLYI. 
Sheriffs to take Bail. 


E itallo Ena&ted, Thar all Sheriffs ſhall rake ſufficient Bail of all 
perſans arreſted, and perform the award of the Cowr,- and, if 
he Sheriffs ſhall negle@ to rake ſufficient Bail of the party , 
or otherwiſe conſent to be the cauſe of his eſcape, then the ſaid She- 
riffe ſhall be1yable to pay the award of che Court himſelf, and ſhall 
alſo pay, in caſe the canſent to the eſcape be ptoved, One thouſand 
. of Tobacco, one half to the Publique, the other half co the 
party grieve, for his delay in recovering the debr z but if Bail be 
taken, and the party appear not to anſwer the ſuit, then Judgancne 
ſhall be awarded againft che Bail : Alwayes Provided, Thar the She- 
riff ot Bail, ſhall, if they deſire it, have-an Attachmenr againk rhe 
Eſtate of the party arreſted, and not appearing. And , thac 
if che Sheriff or Bail ſhall nor che next Court after thatto which the 
Asreft was made, bring forth the dy of BEG arreſted ro 
anſwer the Suir , then the Sheriff or Bail , ſhall be acquired , for 
the Judgment p3ſſed againſt chem, Hu 

I XLVII.Now 


B 


27 


28 


"notice being given them by the Sherift co whom the Execuion 
_ mg given by the Execution was 


_ 


+ ) 
44 


The Laws of Virginia, | 


5 WW UT "TOO "hs. "9 a. STC I. 


4 
my_ |. tt : — — —_—— 
; Ly 


© "Non oft Iyvojtia. 2, 
BE it alſo Ena&ted, Thar-it any Sheriff ſhall return a Non eff 1n- 
"Venus, 


upon which an Attachment by a former Act, hath been 
uſally granted, when perhaps neither the Sheriff nor his Officer have 


been ar che Houſes of the Defendams to the great damage and diſ- 


paragement of the ſaid Defendant, by having his Goods Attacked: 


Be it therefore Enacted, "That henceforth, rhe Sheriff or his Otficer, 


ſhall declare, upon one,'of their Oaths, that he harb been ar. che 
Houlg of the Vefendant, and hart'there Jeft-4 Copy ofhis Wrir, be- 
fore his return of Nox eft Inventus be admitted; 'and if be ſhall re- 


fuſe ro make ſuch Oath then Order to paſs againſt him, acco'ding 
toth: Act for '/Non-returns,' bur if che recurn be proved, and allow - 


ed in Courr,then after thriee ſummoning the defendant by Proclama- 


"tion in Courr,an Arrachment ſhall iſſue againſt his Eſtate returnable, 
' the Court following ; where, if the Defendant appear; not, toreple- 
_vinthe +trachmenr, Judgment ſhall'be granted ro the Plaintiff for 


his Dcbt, being made evidently appear ro rhe Court thar it is juſily 
cuctohim. --- oo TaLS Kev FT | 


—I—_— 


a ——. 


X LV11L. 
Appriſement of Goeds. 


B* ic Enacted for the Equal Appriſement of Goods ſeized by 
Execution, That thePlatnriff and Defendant ſhall chuſe each of - 


_—_—_ 


_ themewoindiffcrent men for that 3 andincaſeof diſagrees 


ment, the ſaid four, or any three of them, ſhall chuſe a Unger e5 


which ire ſo-choſcn (hall be ſworn by the next C 


| "ner 
to appriſe {uch Goods indiffcrencly,and his Ukmpirage to be final. And 
Apprizers within three days after Execution is ſerved, 


chen che Sheriff in ſuch caſe of negle&t ſhall chuſe 


| ao regs citther for the Plaintiff or Defendant, for ap- 


pos by him ſeized upon Exccurion a5 aforeſaid, And 
ir Eaaftcd, Thar before eras, Fe Hori 
ſhaſl noc ———— n of the Plaintiff, and 


Creditor to whom the 


Sheriff ſhall give notice , that he' may 


take 
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cake them into his'own poſſeſſion ; and , becauſe there tan be no 
Averment againſt # Record , It is further EnaQted, That the Sheriff 
make return of the Execution to that Clerk of the County that grant- 
ed it by himto be centred upon Record, under the Order it was iſſued 
upon, that ſo the SatisfaRion aſwell as the Judgmenc may be auchen- 
Gquely yoones, ifoccaſion require. | 
the Act for the Relief of poor Priſoners» hath, 
to the incenc thereof been extended to men of all capacities , and 
that means an inconſiderable part of their. Eſtates, or at leaſt un 
ficable-co him whoſe dependance is: Tobacco, accordingto his 


Agree- | 
ment. forced for ſatisfaction : Be it therefore Enacted, That hence- 
forth, every Debtor under Execution for Debr ſhall be detained in - 


Priſon; until he have paid the debt ini. kind ,' but chat real poor-men 
laid under Execution. for a Debt under One Thouſand pounds of 
Tobacco. ſhall ſtill have liberty,by partof heir Eſtate by ſome Juſtice 
of the County indifferently aſſigned , and by Apprizers: ſummon- 
ed by the Sheriff, and fear equally to apprize the ſajd Eſtate, 
_ ks payment thereof to their Creditor , and  redornn heir 

perſons, | 


N 4 , X hs _ La 
- Ly q F q , 
yF : ” - - 


No iid any Clerk, or hai to be ons in the 
(ourt where they of late, | 


Bi ir Enacted, Thar neither Sheriff, Commiſſioner Under- chetiff, 


or Clerk of any Court within this Colony ſhall be permitted to | 


plead as an Attorney in any perſons behalf in the Court wherein he 
Otficiates , and the ſaid Commiſſioner, Sheriff, Under-Sheriff , or 
Clerk,offending herein, ſhall for every default be fined One thouſand 
pounds of Tobacco'to the uſe of the the County, Provided alwayes, 
Thar if any poor perſon not able to ou his own cauſe, ſhall re- 
queſt the Courrto Aſſign him one of the Commiiſlionets to plead for 
him, it ſhall-be lawful for the Courtto grancir, and for the, Com- 
miſhoner to plead 8c accordingly, bur Counleilor Commiſsioner, 
- &c. vet vr, ap poor man's wa w w ging Jad ment there- 

in. ' Provided alſo, That any -Sheriff. 
Or Clerk ating as General 7 ney Sagan wud abſenr oue-of 
the Coumtey 5 County and bo hou affairs, and .ſoJyable 
to be ſued fr their imp perſons notwithſtanding this A& 
ſhallhave liberty alſato p d _ proſgewein ay Dy ta _ 
Py wy concern their ſaid Implo yers, 
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| Pabtication of vice for Elrftivn of Burgeſſes. 
| Hereas frequent Complaints are made-by the peophe, that 
Radha on ———_— REN as — BleRion 
cſkes,and ty tharimearr are-deprt Live tr-vOices in 
the EleQtion of thete "own Re eee 2. ar tinacing hence- 
forward Thar the Sheriffs ofthe reſpedtive Counties, hall, upon 


the Rereipr of the Writs, cauſe” Copies rhertof, with che day ap- 
- poiined for the Election 'endotfed; ro be ſent to the Miniltet or 
Reader of every Pariſh in their Ocntity, who ito read the ſame wo 


the People two Sundayes ſucceffively, both-m- te Church and 
Chappcdl of Eafe to it belonging, vo. rhe end chat Ho perfon may 

nd ignorance s- xfd rewrnthe fatne to the Sheriff, with Hs Ar- 
reftdtion ſubſcribed, rhuthe hath pucliſhed the fame according to the 
renor of this 'Act 4 which Atreftation ſhall be ſufficaent ro ditoharge 


_ the Sheriff from blame : Bur if the Skeriff neglect to ſend Copies, 


as aforeſaid, then to be fined Two thouſand pounds of Tobacco, to 
the uſe of the County, And every Freeman, after ſuch publicarion 
made, neglecting to come andgive this Vore at the day appcinted for 
Election, ſhall be amerced Two hundred pounds of Tobacco. to the 
uſe of the County, And be ic further Enacted, That if che Sheriff 
ſhall not, belore thc day of the Reuirn, 'make his tne Return of che 
Writ, with the namesof'the es <ndorſtd, into the Secrera- 
ries Office at Fawes-City, the ſaid Sheriff ſo neglecting,ſhall be fined 
Twothoufſatid pornds'of Tobacco wthe publique. 


— 


. as 


——— 


L1. 


made, ſhall: "thy Apgar uh rt 20 his own or 
any others uſe-; 'anUforce the Conncrey-Credicour if xh 
diftreſ, or yl 'hisdebr. Burthar dll debtsdue covhe Pabliquebe 


- Paid, undithe Tobaccoin 'kindpaidtorhe'Crodicoorof-the Py. 
-lique, whoſe Repuittcion [i fe Evalions, ofren "Y 
chat the Sheriff maki pts ten agrees Ten 


pounds of Tobaccototheuſe of the Publique, upon proof thereof 
mallei-any Courr of Recordinthis Countey. tne ood 
» The 


LEE: --- * 
. Liff of Tithables how to be taken. 


WT the fraud of Sheriffs in bringing in the Liſts of che 
"'Y Tithables, hath very much augmented the Taxes of the 
Countrey : Be ic Enacted, That for the berrer diſcovery of the num- 
ber of Tichables, each County ſhall be divided into ſeveral —_—_— | 
in eachof which, a Commiſſioner ſhallbeby the Court appointed to 

rake a Liſt of the Tirhables,to be brought or ſent in under the hand of, 
the Maſter ofevery Family, of the names and number of Tithables, 
he hath in his Family 3 and if he bring in a falſe Liſt, the ſaid Ma-. 
ſer ſhall pay. treble: duties for every .perſon ſo by him concealed. : 
And be'iit further Enacted,” That the {aid Commiſſioner give pub- 
lique notice, in Writing,'tobe read and ſet up art the dore of the 

Church'or Chappel of Eaſe, of the PrecinRs he is ro take accompe, 
of, and of the day he will receive them. Provided, the./day. be: 
before the Tenth of F#ne at fartheſt z ar which time every perſon 
negleting to bring in his Liſt, as aforeſaid, ſhall be adjudzed'a 
Concealer, and pay accordingly; and every Commiſſioner failing 
in giving notice, neglefting to take the Liſt, conniving ar others con- 
ce Or not giving a true Lift of his own Tithables, ſhall alfo 
pay treble. duties, as aforeſaid, And be ir further EnaQed, Thar 
evety Commiſſioner, in. Augsſf-Conrt following, ſhall deliver the 
Accompr, fo -raken. by hin, -and. the Subſcriptions of the ſeveral 
Maſters of Families, to the. Clerk of che Connty-Comre, who ſhall, 
return an exa& Liſt of the Families tothe Clerkofthe Aſſembly, 

the firſt or ſecond day of every Seprtember-General-Court. PT: 
| K | IV. What 


-v 
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LIN ' 
What perſons. are Tithable. 


Hereas ſeveral Diſputes have been-made of what perſons were 

/ Tithable It is hereby enactedand declared Thar all Male per- 

fonsof whar age ſoever,imported inio this County, ſhall be broughc 

into the Lifts, and be lyable-co the payment of all Taxes. And- all 

Negro's, Male or Female being imported,” fhall be accompred Tith- 

able. Andall Indiax-ſervants, Male or Female, however procured, 

| - being adjudged fixtcen years of age, ſhall be likewiſe Tithable. 

+ From which none ſhall be exempted bur ſuch Chriſtians only, as are 

either Natives of this Countrey, or are imported frce by their Pa- 

rents, or others zwho ſhall nor be liable ro-the payment of Levies, 

untill they be ſixteen years of age z or ſuch o:hcrs, as by particular 
Acts of Aſſcmby are excmpred. 


——_— 


» 
—————_ 


Was 2» 
Counſellors and ten perſons, to be exenipted cutof the Levy, 


BE it Enacted, Thar each Councellour of Stare,for this Countrey, 
| ſhall be freely excmpred from all Publique Charges and Taxes, 
for themſelves andten of their Family ; the Miniſters and Church- 
ties excepted. And further, thar all Miniſters officiating in any 
Cure of this Country,ſhall;for their attendance on the Genera/-Coarys, 
and Aſſemblies,be exempred themſelves, and fix of theit Family,from 
paying any Publique Taxes. And further, thar all perſonsthar came. 
| intothis Countrey, at the laſt coming in of Sir Thomas Yates, ſhall 
have their own perſons exempred fron 3.7 Shen any Publique 
Tw_y - rag na excepted 3 andalſo from heir perſonal ſcrvice 
in the: Varrts, 113. 206 LD: 4 | 


7 


—_—— m _ 
ira — — 


Artificers not planting Tobacco freed from payment of the Levy. 
' A' ND whereas all perſons, Arcificers and' others, are forced ro 

n their Trades, andto plant Tobacco meerly for the pay- 
ment of their Levies: Be'ir Enagted, Thar wher Artificer or 2 
crafts-man ſoever will imploy hiinſe!f and Servants only abour their 


Trades, and not platit aty Tobacco at all; every ſock —— 
2ndi- 


—— 
r— ———— —— 
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Handicrafts-man ſo following his Trade, and niot planting Tobacco, 
cicher by himſelf or ſervants, ſhall for his encouragement be ex- 
empted from paying any Levies, cither for himſelf or ſervants; for 
the term of three years, except it be for the Miniſters. dues; 'and 
, Church duties, Provided alwayes, that if any perſon claiming the be- 
nefit of his A&, ſball direQly or indireRly, ar hame ar abroad, planr 
ot rend, or cauſe to be planted ortended, any Tobace; comrary to 
the intent of this A& z or hire out his ſervantor ſeryams, ro others ro 

lant or tend Tobacco, he ſhall be cenſured to pay double Levies for 
himſelf and all his Tirhables, to the uſe ofthe County, © 


LVII. | 
Counſellours to raiſe a Levy. 


V Hereas the neceſſary charge of the Country doth enforce the 

raiſing ofan 7 unmr Levy, which being commonly done by 
an Aﬀcmbly, the charge of which doth moſt rimes equal , if nor ex- 
ceed, all other Taxes of the Country : Be it therefore Enacted, That 
the Governour and Councel in S-ptember 1662. ſhall have power 
roraiſe and proportion a Levy, todefray the Country debrs and Sa- 
laries, allowed by the Aſſembly 3 and ſnch other Debts alſo as rhey 
ſhall find juſtly and eceſlarily que, according tothe number of Tich- 
ables: Provided, the whole amount not to morethen Twenty pounds 
of Tobacco per poll, And this Aftto continue for three years, unleſs 
ſome urgent occaſion preſent in the mean time, ofcalling an Aſſem- 
bly. And that the Levy may be truly proportioned ; Be it enacted fur- 
ther, Thatevery Clerk of a County-Cparz, tranſmit the Certificate of 


the number of Tithables in his County, to the Secretaries Office, in 
every Septerber-Conrt. i. - 


te. 


—_— _ — — T_T 


4b A Llp (crooks x 
No Arreſts to be made on the Sabbath-dayes. 


XX 7 Hereas it hath been the: frequent: praQtice' of Sheriffs, and 
their Officers, for their own eaſe and bench; torepair to the 
Chucches, , and other. places of Publique meetings,”0n purpoſe to 
ſerve Warrants, and Executions, and other Wrirs y mean 
men indanger of Arreſts have been dererred) fromithe fervice of 
God andthe King : Be ic EnaQted, That no Shelf nor Kis: Officer, 
ſhall from henceforth execute any Writ or Warrant upon any per- 

ſon or perſons cither upon the Sabbath-day, or upon the day of Hu- 
muliation for the death ofthe late King of bleſled memory, or _ 
_ K 2 | 
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| thedayes appoinred for thankſciving for his Majeſtie's hap Inau- 


gurarion, and for the Deliverances of this Countre Teva) wo 
Bloudy Maſſacres, nor ar the times' of General Muſters, or EleQion 
of Burgeſſes. Provided alwayes thar ir ſhall and may be 1awful for 
the Sheriff, or any other Oificer, to apprehend and carry toPriſon any 
perſon or perſons for Riots, - Felony , or ſuſpition of Felony , or 
ſcapeoure Prifon when under Execution, upon any day, at any 
place, pup eving! inchis Agro the comrary notwithſtanding. | 


— FP OI 


—_— —_ ik 


LIK. 
| Reward for killing of Wolves. 


VVE Hereas g great complaint; is nl of de" fv y wi 
injuries ; done by Welves to the Caitel and 
Inhabitants of this Countrey : It is therefore Bnuted, | e encot- 
ragement of thoſe that will make it their bufinels to kill: deftroy 
them, that they ſhall be paid cs the County;.in which they arc kil- 
led.z for every Woolf deſtroyed, by-Pit, Trap, or otherwiſe, Two 
hundred pounds. of Tobacco. 0. Providdalaho ke Proof before che 
next Commiſſioner, how the Woolf. was- killed, atid brinz in his 
head, and rake from the ſaid Commiſſioner a Certificate thereof; 

which bei produced to the Court, when they are. rtioning 
the Levy, ſhall be ſufficienrto bave the ſaid Reward raiſed tipon the 
County, and tO be paid to fuch PRION it is juſtly due, - 


and many 
of ſeveral 


— 
— W_———— IE I" & 
—_— — —— — —_ TD —_ _ —_—— 
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| (ommiſſioners to rake Security of Sheriffs. 


E it alſo EnaQted, That -the Commiſſioners of every County 
ſhall be anſwerable to the Publique, for all Levies Jaid upon 


their County by A& of Afſembly; an \for the Sheriffs performance 


of his place, and in regard thereof, are hereby im powred, before the 
admiffion of any Sherif i into his Office, ſuch ſecurity of him 
asthey ſhall rhink fit and ſufficient to _ themſelves harmleſs for 
the 7 Avent and Dilcharging all Publique Duties, whether Quic- 
Rents, Levies,or Officers Fees, committed'to his charge of ColleRi- 
on, and for the dye: performance 'of his Office. Provided, thar no 
Commiſſionerſhall be liable, but ſuch as were of the Commiſſion 
when the: Delet was makes 5 


hooded. /+080L2M to | LXI, Fudemen; 
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LXI 


Jadgement before Commiſsioners. . 


E it enafted, That the voluntary confeſſion and ack@wledgement 
—of a Debt by the Debtor, under his Hand and Seal, before two 
Commiſſioners , of which one of the 2x0rum,ſhall be accounted in 
Law, inthe Nature of a Judgment : the ſaid Commiſſioners arreſt- 
ing theſame under their Hands, and ſo certifying it tothe Clerk of 
the County-Corrt, to enter it upon Record z upon which Writi 
ſo acknowledged, atteſted, and Recorded, Execution ſhall iſſue, in 
caſe, the Debr be not paid, asif Judgment had been granted for the 
ſame in open Court, Provided, that if no Execution iſſue within a 
year after ſuch acknowledgment, then a Scire facias ſhall iflue, be- 
fore any Writ of Execution ſhall iſſue forth, 


Du—_— 


LXII. 


Perſons removing into the Bay. 


Or avoiding of Creditor's Charges, and Troubles,in recovering 
þ their Debrs by reaſon of divers Perſonas removing themſelves 
from the places where they contracted their Debts, into remote 
Counties - Be it enacted, That no Perſon whatſoever ſhall remove 
ourof the County where he dwells, unleſs he firſt ſet up his Name 
at the door of the Pariſh-Church or Chappel where he dwells, three 
Sundays together ; and in the ſame, expreſs his intent of leaving the 
County, and certifiethe place heisabout to remove to andtake 
Certificate thereof fromthe Miniſter or Reader of the ſaid Church 
or Chappel, and the Church-wardens of the Pariſh, to the Clerk 
of the County-Coxrr, who ſhall grant him thereupon a Licenſe to 
depart. Provided alwayes, Thar if the ſaid Perſon ſo removing, 
pay not his Debts contracted, before his removing, according tothe 
Tenor of the Specialties, by whichthey are due ; It ſhall be law- 
ful for any of his Creditors, by a Warrant from the Secretaries | 
Office, to bring the Debtor perſonally before the Gavernour, or any 
of the Council, for what value foever the Debt be of; andrthere pur 
in ſufficient Securiry for performance of his Obligation, accarding 
to the Tenor thereof , incaſe the Day of payment be not paſt (any 
ReſtriRion in any other A& to the contrary, notwithſtanding) and 
then to take out Execution againſt his Body, . or Eſtate , for ſacis-. 
faction of the ſaid Debr, ; = 
And be it further enacted, That if = Perſonor Perſons ſhall be- 


fore, 
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fore, or after Certificate obtained as aforeſaid, remoye or tranſ port 
any Cartel our of the County he dwelled in, withour notice given 
ro four of the neareſt Inhabicants, (who arc hercby required to 
rake eſpecial notice of the Ear-Mark and Colour of the Cattcl ro 
be removed, and make a Lift of them and cher Marks, and carry 
the ſame,ſubſcribed by the ſaid Viewers,to the Clerk of the County- 
Conrt,co be Recordcd) ; he thall,upon lawſul conviction, forfeir for e- 

Beaſt,tranſported contrary to the Tenor of this Act, One Thou- 
ſand Pounds of Tobacco, ope half ro the Publick, and rhe other 
half to him thar ſhall make the Complaint againſt the Party ſo of- 
fending. And if any Merchant, Marincr, or any other Perſon 


- whatſoever, ſhall tranſport any Perſon or Perſons our of his Coumy 


wkhour Certificate as aforeſaid; the faid Merchant, Mariner, or 


ther perſon, ſo offending, thall be lyable rothe & 3x e5mny of all che 
Debrs and Engagements of the Party tranſported, being due at the 
time of his Removal, 


— 


— RI 


LUC 
Engliſh Weights and Meaſures. 


WW Hereas daily Experience ſhewerh, that muck fraud and de- 
ctitis practiſed inthis Colony by falſe Weights and Mca- 
ſares ; for prevention thereof, Be it enaRed, that no Inhabirant or 
Trader hicher, ſhall buy, or fell, or ocherwzſe make nſe of, in Tra- 
ding, any other Weights or Meaſures, then are uſedand made ac- 
cording to the Starute of | ' in chat caſe pro- 
vided. And for difcovery of Abnſes, Be it furcher enacted, Thar 
the Commiſſioners of every County, do provide at the Charge of 


the County, ſealed Weights of Half-hundreds, Quanerns, Halt- 


Quarterns, Seven potnds, Fovr pounds, Two pounds. One pound; 
Meaſures of Ell and Yard; of Buſhe}, Half-Bufhel, Pcck and Gal- 
lon of Wincheſter-Meaſure 53 Gallon, Porthe, Quare,Pime, of Wine- 
Meaſureout of England ; andthar the ſaid Weights amd Meafures 
be keprby the Firſt of every Commiſlion at his houſe, and with 
them a burnt-Mark of and a Stamp for leaden Weights, and 
Pewter-Pors ; whither all Perfons nor ufirg Weights or Meafurcs 
brought our of E1g1and, and feaked there, bring alitheir Bar- 
rels (which arero contain five Bufhek ) and ocher Meafuces tobe 
ſealed, and their Srilhars GRRIEY and all Perfons ſelling by other 
Weights or Meaſur&s not ſcaled, and rryedas aforeſaid, thall for- 
feir One Thouſand Poundsof Tobacco, one halftorhe Publick, the 
other half to the Parry "chat ſhall make aac 7 an and if rhe 
the Commiſſioners ſhall make default of producing fuch Weights, 


Meaſures, Scales, and Stamps, as by this  A&# they are enjoyned by 
| the 
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the Grſt of December, 1663. the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall be fined , 


five thouſand pounds of Tobacco, to the ule of the Publick. 


ne" 9, ———————— 


———— 
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LXIV. 
County-(ourts to grant Probates and Adminiſtrations, - 


BE it enacted, thar the County-Courts (hall be impowred to grant 
TI )Probatesof Wills, and Adminiſtrations upon the - Eſtates of 
Perſons dying inteſtate, to rake Security, andrecciverthe Inventories 
of the ſaid Eſtates: Provided, That the Clerk of the Couny-Courr, 
when he ſends or carries the ſaid Probares,or Commiſſions of Admi- 


niſtrationto be Signed, do then alſo certifie into the Secreraries-Of- 


fice, the name of rhe Teſtator, or the Party deceaſed; the Executors 
or Adminiſtrators, and their Security, the County and Pariſh where 
they dwell, and the Court wherein the Adminiſtration is granted to 
the endthat Strangers and other C reditors inveſted in the Eſtate, may 
be the better ab to findout the Recordsjin which the Account of 
the Eſtate isentred and be informed, how they may come to their juſt 


Ducs, 


LXV.. 
Adminiſtrations to whom to be granted. 


— 


————————— _ 


YA Eon Commiſtoners of Adminiſtration are ſuddenly ob- 
eained, and the Eftate as ſuddenly diſpoſed of,under the pre- 
rence of greateſt Creditar,or next of kin,whereby ofrentimesthey thar 
really are ſo, are the one defrauded of his juſt Debr, and the other 
debarred'of his Right and Intereſt, before cicher can have notice of 
the Partie's Deceaſe : Be it therefore enated, That no Adminiſtratir 
tion be granted, until Nine Months after the Partie's Deceaſc ; ea- 
cept to the Widdow or Child,and then ro be immediately granted ; 
the ſaid Widdow or Child bringing in ſufficient Security for _ 
forming all things the Law requires, and faving the Court harralefs. 
And be it further ena&ed, thar, in caſe the ſaid Widdow or Child do 
adminiſter,the Eſtate ſhall be inventoricd, and apprizement made by 
four men appointed by the Conrr,and{worn by a Fiſice of that Court, 
as formerly ; which Inventaxy and Apprizement ſhall by the ſaid 
Widdowor Child, be oa__ into the next Court, held inchac Conyg- 
tf z unleſs the Cours for Reaſons ſhewed them, may think fie ro grant 

iberry to bring it inthe Cexre following.. Burincale, the Decedenr 
die without VWiddow or Child, then it isenaQted, Thar the cftare for 
the better improvement thereof, be ſold bye Court at an tt" 

2 an 
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 ſuchthings as the Adminiſtrators by Law are enjoyned, ſhal 
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and the Purchaſers all purring in ſecurity, and acknowledging Judg- 
ments for their Debts, which by rhe Court ſhall be affigne þ the 
ſeveral Creditors of the Decedent,and paid according tothe Priority 
in Law: and the ſurpluſage remaining (if any) to be delivered to the 
next Kinſman of the Decedent, if he appears;or,if none prove him- 
ſelf ſuch wichin three years , thenthe Court to give an Acco 

of the ſaid ſurpluſage ro the Aſſembly who are to diſpoſe of the 
ſame to the uſe of the County ; allowing to the Courr, or whom 
they intruſt for rhe managing of ir, for his reaſonable coſts and 


ins, 
2 And,when the Widdow or Child Adminifters,the Surpluſage(af- 
ter Debrspaid, and the funeral claro according to che quality of the 
perſon allowed for) ſhall be equally divided berween the Widdow 
and Children viz.) one full third of the perſonal Eſtate to the Wid- 
dow,andthe other two Thirds among the Children: if any of which 
dye before it come to age , his proportion to be devided among the 
ſurviving Children. | | 
And whereas, It hath been the frequent evil practice of Admi- 
niſtrators, aſſoon as they have obtained an Order to Adminiſter, to 
A&as Adminiſtrators by vertue of that Order, withour giving ſecu- 
rity, or taking our their Commiſſions,ſo that, the Eſtate being im- 
bezelled away, no Accomp can begiven thereof, Be it therefore 
Enacted, Thar who ever pretends ro Adminiſter upon any Eſtare, 
ſhall bring to the Court ſufficient ſecurity before the Order ſhall be 
granted : andan Order thus obrainedlegally, by giving ſuch ſecurity 
ro be truly accomprable ro bring ina true Inventory, and to prom 
not at 
any time after be reverſed,unleſsrhe party that obtained the ſame dye 
before he hath given an Accompr of the Eſtate, and obrained his 2ui- 
etw..In which caſe,the Courtis impowred to grant the Adminiſtrati- 
on of that Eſtare,ſo nor accompred for to ſome other perſon, who may 
by vertue thereof call his Heirs, Exccutors, or Adminiitrators of 
the former Adminiſtrators to Accompt, who ſhall pay our of the ſaid 
deceaſed Admiſtrators Eſtate, all ſuch debts as ſhall be found due to 
the Eſtate he Adminiſtred upon in the firſt place, 
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LXVI. 
Concerning Orphans. 


Oncerning Orphans Eſtates be ir enated, That all Wills and 
; Teſtaments be firm and inviolable, unleſs the Executors, or O- 


_ . verſcers,do refuſe to execute the Truſt repoſed in themby the Teſta- 


tor. In whichcaſe, the Court may appoint others to AR accordin 
co the Will ; bur, if che ſaid Will be ſo made, that no perſon wil 
under- 
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"undertake the managing of the Eftatecr Education of the Orphans; 
according to the Tenour of it z then tat the Eſtate'by the appoint- 
ment of the Court ſhall be managed according to the Rules ſer down 
for the ordering the eſtate of perſons Inteſtate,as followethz .: ; | 
Firſt, That no- Atcompr bt allowed for Dyet, Clothes, Phyſick; ot 
elſe, againſt any Orphans Eſtate 3 but they to be Educated and pro- 
vided for, by the intereſt of the Eſtate and Increaſe of their Stock ac- 
cording to the Proportion of - their Eſtaxes, if it will bear ir. Fur, if 
che Eſtate be ſo mean and inconfiderable, thar it will not extend to 
a free Education.z Then itis EnaQed, Thar ſuch Orphans ſhall be 
bound Apprentices to ſome Handi-craft Trade, until one and Twen- 
ry years of age except ſome Kinſman or Relation will maintain them 
tos the Intereſt of the ſmall Eſtate they have, witholit dimihution of 
the principal, which whether great or ſmall, alwayes to be delivered 
to the Otphan at the years appointed by Law, = 
Thar all Cartel, Horſes , and Sheep , be teturtied in kind by the 
Guardian according wo Age and Numbet,when as he received them; 
And, becauſe ſeveral had,before the firſt niaking of this At, Eſtates 
of Orphans, in their hands which they kept for the Male-increaſe and 
giving the yearly Accompr of the Augmentation or Dimimition of 
the Orphans Stock (which by the careleſneſs or wickedneſs of the 
Guardians was ufually conſumed before they. came to age, and diſ- 
ures thereupon ariſe in the ſeveral Courts, how ſuch perſons ſhould 
& proceeded with, and Accomprs of Orphaiis Eſtates, how ro he 
given them. It is hereby declared, That all perſons poſſeſſedof Or- 
phans Stocks before the tirſt making this Ac , ſhall be bound to de- 
liver. ro the. Orphan when .he comes to age , ſuch and ſo many of 
any kind ashe was poſſeſt of, when he gave his Accompt to the next 
Orphans Court ſticceeding: the publication thereof, | 
Thar dll Plate and Money be preſerved anddeljyeted ift kind , a&- 
cording to the weight and-quantity 5 \rhat dthet Houſhold-ſtuf and 
Lumber be apprized. in Money and the value thereof paid by the 
Guardian to the Orphan wheri he corhes to age in the Countrey; 
Commodities art the price Currant, as it ſhall be worth ar the time 
in the place where the Orphan Eſtate'is managed, wo S $+75 Bo. 
That the Court take able and ſufficientſccurity for Orphans E- 
ſtares, and enquire'yearly of the ſecuriry;' and;if che Court ſee Eauſey 
ro have ir changed , and calledin and placedas the Courr ſhall chink 
fir : the ſaid Court to enquire alſo, whether Orphans be kept, main- 
tained, and educated according to their Eſtates, and it they find any 
notorious defe& rg remove the, Orphans roother Guardians, And al- 
ſo for thoſe thar are bound Apprentices , to change their Maſters 
if they uſe them rigorouſly, or neglect to teach them their Trades. 
Thatno more be allowed to Guardians for CelleQing of Debrs due 
to any Eſtate then ten in the hundred, the uſualallowance of Mer- 
ehants to their Factors and Attorney*, BY 
"ar 
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That Thir ds of Tobacco per day be allowed to each Appri- 
zer for Ford own of any Blkare (if they will rake it) and no more. 
T hat no allowance be made by the Court of Exceſſive Funcral ex- 
pences, bur that a Regulation thereof be made according tothe Pro« 
portion of the Eſtate, and the Quality of the Perſon, _ 


——— 
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EXVII. 
Orphans-Land not to be aliened. 


BE it a!ſo Enacted for the future benefit of al Orphans, That the ſe- 
veral County-Conrts, do take into their ſerious conſideration and 
care, thar the Lands in their County belonging toany Orphan, be nor 
aliened, ſold, or taken up as deſerted Land,by any perſons during the 
minority of the Orphan z and that the Guards or Overſcers of any 
Orphan do not letr, ſer, or Farm ourany Land belonging to any Or- 
phan , for longer Tearm than untilche Orphan be of age ; andrhar 
an c{pecial care be had, that the Tenant ſhall improve the Plantation, 
by planting an Orchard and building a good Houſe, and that the Te- 
nant be bound to maintain good Fence aboutthe Orchard, and keep 
the Houſe in ſufficient repair , and leave it Tenantable art his ſurren- 
der 3--and that Proviſion be made in the Leaſe for preventing all 
Wafſt of Timber, or imploying it to any other uſe then the uſe of 
the Plantation, 


, 
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'LXVIII 
Grants of Land. 


BE it hereby Ena&ed, Thar any perſon or perſons, claiming Land 

as due by Importation of Servants, ſhall firſt prove their Title or 
Juſt Right befote the Governor and Council,or produce Certificates 
from the County-Conrts, to the Secretarie's Office, before any Survey 
be made or Grant admitted, Ir being unreaſonable, that others fur- 
niſhed with Rights ſhould be debarred by pretence of a Survey which 
init ſelf is no Title, © | 10S 
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LXIX:* 
Deferted Lands. * © 


BPEir alſo Enacted, Thar no Patrent of Land ſhall hereafter paſs 
upon pretence that the Land is deferred for want of Plating 
within the time of three years, unleſs yu thereof be made before 
the Governor and Council, and an Order obtainedfrom them for the 
Partenting thereof ; neither ſhall the firſt Pericioner for any deſerted 
Landbe denyed of having the firſt grant, he making his Rights ap- 
pear, whenhe Petitions for the Land, And whereas the former A& 
concerning deſerted Lands reſerved to rhe firſt raker up his Rights to 
rake up Land in another place : It is here EnaQted, That in regard he 
hath had thebenefirs of his Rights, held the Land in poſſeſſion, might 
* make uſe of rhe Timber withour contradi&ion, and yer neither pays 
the ing any Rents, nor ſuffers him to admit any new. Tenant , that 
the Rights aſwell as the Land ſhall be forfcired, and the Grantee made 
incapable of uſing wy of them afrerwards, Provided, that any per- 
ſon having taken Upland, deſerted before the making of this AR in 
ro 1652, ſhall rjor by vertue of this A be oured of poſ- 
enon, | I | 
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' LAX, 
Seating upon others Dividents. 

\WAV4 Hereas divers Suits have riſen about Seating ignorantly upon 

other mens Lands ; for defiding the ſamezBe it enacted, thar, 


if any perſon whatſoever bath built or ſeated upon any Lands,ſuppo- 
ſed his own, bur proving by a Juſt Survey to belong to another z rhe 


charge of ſuch building, Searing or Cleering , ſhall by twelve men 


upon their Oaths be indifferently valued,and the confideration by the 
ſaid Twelve men ſo adjudged ſhall be paid by the owner of the 
Landtothe firſt Seater chat was at the charge, Put, if thar ſhall 
amount to more then thefaid Owner 'is willing to disb 

ſaid Twelve men ſhall make a valnaripn of what.the 


before the Seating thereof, Which'the Seater ſhall accordingly pay to 


the rrue Owner. Provided alwayes ,. That no conſideration , ball be 


allowed for Building or Clecring, toaby perſonthac ſhall obſtinate- 
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LXXI. 
Not to Shoot or Range upon other mens Lands. 


Hereas the Rights and Intereſts of the Inhabicants are very 
| much infringed Jer hunting & ſhooting of divers men upon 
cheir Neighbours Dividends, contrary to. the Priviledges granted 
them by their Pattents , whereby many Injuries.do dayly happen to 
the owners of the ſaid Land; Beir Enacted, Thar if any Planer, or 
other, {hall hunt or ſhoot within the limits of anothers Dividend with- 
our lcave firſt obtained from rhe Proprictor, heor they ſo offending 
ſhall forfeit for every ſuch Treſpaſs Four hundred pounds of Tobac- 
co, ohe half to the Owner of the Land,and the other halfto Publique 
uſes. Notwithſtanding, it ſhall be lawful for any perſon or perſons 
to hunt or ſhoot upon any Dividendof Land , nor planted, or ſeated, 
chovgh taken up without reſtraint or penalty, Provided alſo, Thar ir 
ſhall be lawful for any perſon, that hath ſhot any game wichour the. 
limits of another mans Land, to pitrſue the ſame into any mans Di- 
vidend, and freely to carry away the ſame 4 as allo ro ſeek or ferch 
his own Cattle or Hozgs off, of any mans Land ; firſt giving notice 
to the owner of the Land of his intent; andof the xn, intends to 
ſtay upon ir, to the end thar the ſaid owner may, ifhe think fir, ſend 
one to ſee what Cartel or Hogshe drives away. Provided alwayes, 
that it ſhall be lawful for the Governour ro Commiſſonate ſome 
Gentlemen to give licence to perſons to hunt wild Hogs upon any 
mans Land without their Fenced Plantations, | | 


. 
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ES = © © 
Lands five years. poſſeſſion. 


V 7 Hereas ſtitidry Suits and Controverſies have been, and dayly 


Y' doariſe, about Claims and Titles ro Lands, to the great im- 
veriſhing of divers perſons: For Remedy whereof, for the 
tter ciabliſhing, the Inhabirants in the Rights and Poſſcſlions 
hereafter 3 Be ir EnaQted, That all perſons whatſoever, that have or 


| 'do pretchd any Title to any Land ſball profecure their Claims be- 


fore the faid Land hath been peaceably enjoyed Five years.z other- 
wile, it ſhall be a good plea in Bar for the Poſſeſſour of ſuch Land 
Claimed or Poſſeſled, to aftrm, He hath had peaceable Poſſcffion, 
without Claim, by Commencement or Profecution of Suit , full five 
years; proof whereof, ſhall be a ſufficient Confirmation tothe Poſſeſ- 
ſor, and ſhall conclude the Claim and Title of the pretender. And 
this 
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ſhall it 
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this AR to extend to all ſuch as have not proſecutedtheir Title with- 


in five years, ſince the 6 day of Oober, 1646. Am pry, 


that the limiration of fiveyears in this A& expreſſed, not bar 
Orphans, nor Widows under Covert, nor —_ out ofthe' Coun- 
trey, nor perſons of unſound mind: Bur that the ſaid Orphans ſhall 


| have five years,after they be of Age z Women five years free from 


Coverture, (viz.) If ſhe marry again before her five ars are cxpi- 


red, and her husband omit to.make Claim, his omiſſion ſhall be a 
good bar againſt him ; but ifrhe Woman ſurvive, ſhe ſhall have ſo - 


ong time allowed her to Claimin, as will make up the firſt time 
of her freedom, Five years, Perſons of unſound mind, five years 
after rheir recovery from their impotence. Perſons our of the Coun- 
rrey, five years after their Arrival inthe Countrey: Provided, they 
come in within two years after the Title to the Land became dye 
in whichtimes, if they Claim nor, as aforeſaid, to be utterly barr, 
for ever. For otherwiſe the expeQation of Heirs, out of England, 


where there is none born here, muſt in a ſhorrtitme leave the greateſt | 


partof the Countrey,unſeated andunpeopled ; no manknowing how 
or of whom cither to purchaſe or take Leaſe; ' LEES, 


PSY 
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LXXUEL 
Againſt Fraudulent Conveyances. 


BE it enacted and confirmed, That no perſon or perſons whatſo- 
ever, ſhall paſs over by Conveyance, or otherwiſe, any part of 
his Eſtate, whether Lands, Goods,or Fu an rp br Creditours, 
not hgving notice thereof, might be defrauded of their juſt Debrs ; 
unleſs ſuch Conveyance, or other Deeds, be” acknowledged before 
the Governour and Council, 'at the General-Conrt; or before the 
Juſtices atthe Coanty-Conrs, and there Regiſtred'in a Book for thar 
purpoſe, within ſix monerhs after ſuch Alienation. And whoever 
ſhall make over or alienate any parrt of his Eſtate, otherwiſe then is 
here expreſſed, the ſame ſhall not be accompted valid in Law, nor 
| is any Creditor,by ſeizing the ſame by Law, for ſatisfation 
of the Debr.; the Property of rhe Eſtate not being legally veſted in 
any but the firſt Vendour, And iris further Ena&ed, Thar any 


- Conveyance made, and acknowledged, and recorded; ſhall not be 


held good in Law, againſt any Creditours, or former Purchaſers, 
until four moneths after ſuch Acknowledgment made andrecorded 
in which time the Credicours, or former Purchaſers, may (hew for 
what cauſe the ſaid Conveyance is to be accompred Fraudulent ; 


but if none appear within the ſaid four moneths, after the firſt Ac- | 


knowledgment in Court, thenthe Sale ſhall be for ever after Yoon ; 
S 


againſt all other Claimers or Pretenders whatſoever 3 unleſs ſuch 
| 2 
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as pretend to overthrow the firſt ſellers Title, in whom only five 
years poſſeffion can bar, Provided, that this A ſhall not extend 
to ſuch perfons, who, for ſatisfa&tion of juſt Debts , ſhall make 
a Bill of Sale of their Eſtates, or any part thereof, and deliver ir 
bona fide, into the poſſcilion of the Credirour 3 but ſuch A ſhall be 


and valid, toall intents and purpoſes, this Act being made only 
to prevent fraud and deceit, 


ms 


LXXIV. 
 Ovit-Rents how to be paid. 


\V Hereas his Majeſties hath by his Commiſſioners appointed 
Y a Treaſurer to reccive the Quit-Rents, and other Fees and 
Profirs due to his Majeſty ; And the payment of Quir-Rents being 
due in Money, which we, being deſtitute of Coin, cannot procure: 
Be it Enacted, That thoſe perſons that cannot procure Money, ſhall 
pay their ſaid Rents in Tobacco, at two pence per pound, ro ſuch 
Collector, or Collectors, as by his Majeſtie's Treaſurer ſhall be ap- 
pointed; and that the Countrey paying rhe Rents double, the rwo 
next years ſhall be acquitted from all Arrears by Afſent of the Ho- 
nourable Sir Williams Berkeley, whois authorized by the Treaſurer 


to make Compoſition. 


LXXV. 
Surveyors of Land. 


BE it Enacted, That Surveyors of Land ſhall demand no more 
chan Twenty pounds of Tobacco, for meaſuring One hundred 
Acres of Land, if the parcel exceed Five hundred Acres ; but if 
under, to be allowed One hundred poupds of Tobacco, and for the 
ſame ſhall deliver an exact Plot of each parcel Surveyed and Mea- 
ſured: And if any Surveyor, upon reaſonable demand, ſhall refuſe 
ro meaſure the Dividend for any r_ whatſoever, for the conſi- 
deration and ſatisfaction aforeſaid, ſuch Surveyor ſhall be hable to 
the cenſure of the Court, in that County where he liveth. And it 
any. Surveyor ſhall be defired to go further, from his place of Reſi- 
dence, than he can returnin one day, ſuch Surveyor ſhall have the 
allowance of Thirty pcands Br ranger 2 day, for every.dayes ab- 
ſence from his dwelling 3 and if his.p cannot be bur by Wa- 
ter, then ſuch. perſons as ſhall imploy him, ſhall provide for bis 
tranſport outand home, Provided, no pay, to be received before the 


Plot delivered. 
LXXVI, Land 


The Laws of Virginia: 


——— 


LXXVI. 
Land to be plainly Marked and Bounded. 
Wi many Contentious Suites do ariſe about Titles to 


Land, occaſioned much through the Fraudulent and under-- 


hand-dealing of Surveyors, who frequently make ſales of the Surv 
by them made inthe behalf ofone perſon;to another ; whereby, _ 


times, he thar had the firſt and juſteſt Right, is unjuſtly deprived of . 


his duc : For prevention whereof, for the future, Be it Enacted and 
Ordained, That no Surveyor of Land, ſhall give a Plot of any Land 
Surveyed by him, unto any other perſon whatſoever, untill ſix 
moneths after ſuch Plot is drawn, according to its Survey. And 
that all Land Surveyed, ſhall be, at the Surveying thereof, plainly 
Marked and Bounded, for all perſons to take notice of 3 that none 
may, by the ignorance of the Bounds, intrench upon anothers Right. 
Andthe perſons offending, either in giving our of Surveyes, contra- 
ry to this Act, or not ſufficiently marking his Bounds, to forfeit Five 
hundred pounds of Tobacco, for every hundred Acres the Survey 
ſhall be given of, to the uſe of the Countrey. 


es 
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LXXVIE 
*. What Fences ſhall be ſufficient. 


BE it alſo enaRed and confirmed, by this preſent Grand Aſſembly, 
That every Planter ſhall make a ſufficient # Fence about his 
cleared ground, ar the leaſt fonr foor and a half high; which, if he 
ſhall be deficient in, what Treſpaſs or Dammage ſoever he ſhall re- 
ceive or ſuſtain by Hogs, Goars, or Cartel, ſhallbe his own loſs and 
detriment. And alfo, if it ſhall happen, that any perſon ſhall bunt 
any of the ſaid Horſes, Mares, Hogs, Goats, or Cartel, that ſhall fo 
ale and do them harm, he ſhall make ſatisfaction for any ofchem 
that ſhall beſo hurt, roche owners of them, ro be recovered in any 
Court of Juſtice within the Colony, And ir is further Enacted, 
That where any Horſes, Marcs,Cartrel, or Hogs, fhall endamage any 
perſon for want of ſuch Fence, as aforeſaid, and the party damni- 
fied, dowilfully kill,or otherwiſe hurr, ſo as the Carte], Hogs, Horſes, 
or Mares, do die of ſuch hurt, whether by Dogs ſer upon them, or 
otherwiſe ; in ſuch caſe, the owner of the d ſhall not only be 
liable ro ſarisfie the value of ſuch Horſes, Mares, Hogs, or Canel ; 
bur, by verrue ofthis AR, be adjudged to ſatisfie double the value of 


ſuch Horſes, Mares, Hogs, or Cartel ſo killed,tothe owners of ha ; 
N 2 al 
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And further, Bc it enacted, Thar where the Fence ſhall be ad judged 
ſufficient, (v/z.) four foot and a halt high, and cloſe down to the 
bottom.char in caſe any Dammage or Treſpaſs be then done or com- 
micted ro any perſon, having ſuch Fences, by either Horſes, Mares, 
Goats, or any: othcr Cartel whatſoever, rhe owners of ſuch Horſes, 
Mares, &c. ſhall be liablero make ſatisfaRion for their Treſpaſs and 
Dammage,'tothe pcrſon injured, in cafe the Fence be found by two 
honeſt men appointed by the nexr Commiſſioner to be ſutfi- 
cient. | 


LXXVIIT. 


Bounds of Lands to be every four years renewed by the 
view of Neighbourhood. 


Hercas many contentious Suits are dayly inciced and ſtirred up 
_ about the Bounds of Land, for which no Remedy yer harh 
been provided, the 57 *- AR prohibiting Re-ſurveyes, not applying 
the-expeted Remedies 3 for if the Survey be juſt, yet Surveyors be- 
ing, for the moſt part, carelcſs of ſeeing the Trees marked, or the 
owners never renewing them; in' a ſhorr time , che Chops being 
- grown up, orthe Trees fallen, the Bounds become as uncertain as ar 
2" and upon a new Survey. the leaſt variation of a Compaſl:, alters 
the {cituation ofthe whole Neighbourhood, and deprives many per- 
ſons of Houſes, Orchards, and all. to their infinite loſſe And trouble. 
For prevention whereof, Be it EnaQed, That within twelve moneths 
after this A, allthe Inhabitants of every Neck and Tract of Land 
adjoyning,Ahall go in Proceſſion and fee the marked Trees, of every 
Mans Land in thoſe Precincts, to be renewed 3 and the ſame courſe 
to be taken once m every four years ; by which means, the incon- 
veniency of Clandeſtine Surveyes, will be raken away, and the 
Pounds will be fo generally known, and the marks ſo freſh, that no 
alteration can be made afterwards, And, Be it further Enacted, 
that the Bounds, by the conſent of the preſent Proprietors , bein 
once thus ſetled , ſhall conclude the ſaid Proprictours, and al 
others Claiming from or under any of them, fromany future Altera- 
tions of their Bounds ; be there, within the ſaid Bounds , more 
or leſſe Lands then they prerendto, Aad if ir ſhall happen any 
difference to be ar preſent , that cannot be by the Neighbours 
themſelves decided : Be ir further Enacted ,- that two honeſt and 
able Surveyors ſhall, iv preſence of the Neighbourhood , lay 
our the Land .in controverſie , and the Bounds laid out to be 
the certain Bounds, and ever after to be renewed and concinue 
ſo 3 (but the perſon cauſing the difference, to pay the charge of the - 
| | | SLxVey,) 
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"Survey.')-Te tending much more to the preſervation of Friendſhip 
among Neighbours, to have a preſent and final” Decifioh' of 'thei 
- differences, While men yer live thar-are acquaimed with the firft 
"Surveyes,” and while* Land js yer ar'a' low value, then it will'be 
when time hath raſed our all knowlgzeto the Bounds, aid added a 
preat valtioghrine Landy HEE uot ito OP 
Be ir Enacted further, That eath County*Conn? fhall appoint and 
-order the Veſtries of each Pariſh, to divide the Pariſhes intoſo ma- 
ny Precia&s, as they ſhall think neceſſity, for the Neighbours to joyn 
in,and ſee each others Marks renewed; and to appoint certain dayes, 
berween Eafter and Whitſontide, to go the ſaid Proceſſions, and pur 
this A into effeual Execution. And in caſe the Court ſhall 
omit to make ſuch Orders, and toſend the ſame to the ſeveral Ve- 
ſteries of the Pariſhes in their Counties, they ſhall be fined Ten 
Thouſand pounds of Tobacco : And the Velteries failing to order 
the Precin&sand the perſons to go together, ſhall be fined Twelve 
hundred pounds of Tobacco : And the perſon failing to go upon the 
day appointed, or' to renew his Marks accordingly, thall for his neg- 
le&,be fined Three hundred and fifry pounds of Tobacco. 


ES 4s 
Surveyors for High-wayes. 
Hereds through the frequent Alterations of the High-wayes; 


| by falling of Trees over them,and many times taking them in- 
to Fenced Plantations,to the grear hinderance of Travellers and Tra- 
ders; Be it therefore Enacted, That the Juſtices do yearly , in 
otober-Court, appoint Surveyors ofthe Hi _ who ſhall firſt 
lay out the moſt convetient wayes tothe Church, to the Conrr, to 
Fames-Town ,4and from County to County ; and make the ſaid 
wayes forty foot broad, and make Bridges where thete is occaſion, 
And the Wayes beipg thus laid out, and Bridges made, they ſhall 
_ cauſe the ſaid Wayes to be kept cleer from Logs, and the Bridges in 
good repair 3 that all his Majeſties Subjects may have free and ſafe 
paſſage abour their Occaſions, And to effe@ the ſame, the Veſtries 
of every Pariſh, are, upon the defire of the Surveyor, hereby enjoy- 
ned and impowred, to order the Pariſhioners, every one according to 
che number of Tithables he hath in his Family, ro ſend men, upon 
the dayes by the ' Surveyots appointed, to help them in Clearing the 
Wayes, and Making or Reparing the Bridges, according to the in- 
tent and purpoſe of this AQ. And if any Court{{tall omir the ap- 

inting Surveyors, or they negle&. the 'Executing their Office, or 
the Veliry to order the Vork, or any perſonto fend help according 
| tothe ſaid 'Veſtries order ;. che ſaid: Court, Surveyor, Veſtry, or 

O 


. Perfon, 


C 
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the Tenth of 0Fober, and the laſt 'Of January, fhall nor ſue or im- 


T be Laws of Virginia: 
© Perſon, ſhall be Amerced Fiye hundred pounds of Tobgceo, to the 
uſe; of the County. And if any perſon ſhall, contrary: rg-rhis 


To ww ; = 


y-part of the ſaid High-wayes, withio any Fence z the Grand- Jur 
ſhall preſent the.ſame as acammon Nuance, and the Incloſure ſhalt 
be thrown open, and the Offender be fined: One Thouſand pounds 
of Tobacco, to the. uſe. of the, County : And. if any Cepurtics have 
Creek or Swamp, limitting the, Bounds between the ſaig Counties , 
i Enacted, thor bod: Counties. bounding, upon ſach paſſage » 
ſha!} comribure. ro. the making. che Bridge/,.or making, the way 


_ overs. 


— * tr tie. 


LXXX, 
FE | Tobacco, When to be demanded. 
YAZaecs many Creditors, for ſeveral by-reſpecrs, neglect the 


Demanding the Tobacco due rothem- in due tame, by thar 
means inforcing the Debtor tothe inconveniency of not diſpoſing of 
his Fobacco, and yer not paying his Debrs, ro the grear dammage 
and prejudice of the ſaid Debtor: Be ir therefore Enacted, thar 
every pcrſon or perſons, not demanding his or their Debts berween 


plead any perſon or perſons indebred to him or them for preſent 
payment z bur i ſhall be lawful for any perſon, owing Tobacco, 
to diſpoſe of the ſame for his own uſe, after the faid laſt of Jaxwary, 
if it, have nor been demanded, according to the tenor of this Acct ; 
and no execution to iſſue for a Tabacco-Debx,but againſt the perſon, 
who ſhall have liberty to free him(ſclf by putting in Security to pay 
the Debr- the following Crop. Provided alwayes, that it ſhall be 
hwſul for the Creditor, to ſue or implead- his Debtor for Security for 
his Debr againſt the next year 3. any rhing, in this Act to the contrary 


notwithſtanding. 


—— — ax 


LXXXI1. 
| Judgments and Specialties bow long pleadable. 


7 


| WW Hereas the nature of our Trade in 7irginia,: cnforceth us to 


V' - engage by Bills, Bonds, andother Writings; fordiſcharge of 
which, in part or-in- whole, the Debror is often conſtrained. roaccepr 
of. Receiprs, the ſaid Bills, Bonds, Judgments, and orher. Writings, 
remaining Rtill in the hands of the ſaid Creditor :-and the Receipt 
being oftemtimcy Joſt, the Debtor, and eſpecially the apes aud 
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Adminifirators of a perſon Deceaſed, not being able to prove pay- 
ment 5 thoſe Debrs are frequently 'detnatided , and wut patty reco- 
vered, which before had been j — and diſchatged: For re- 
medy- whereof, Be ir Ena@ed, That tio Bills or Bohds be of 
force, or recoverable; five years after the date of the faid Bills or 
Bonds 3 ror any Bills or Bonds heretofore made , five years after 
the dateof this AQ.As alſo,that no Judgment ſhall be of force ſeven 

ears after the Grant thereof, or after the date of this AR, as afore- 
aid z bur if the Dcbror ſhall depart the Countrey, and leave no 
Attorney to Anſwer for him , or any other way conceal, or privily 
remove himſelf, into any part of the Countrey, and by that means 
render the renewing ofthe Bill itripofſible, fuch titne of his abſence 
or concealment ſhall not be accompredany parr of the five or ſeven 
years limited, | 


em. 


—_— ” wa 


— 


EXXXII. 
Atturnies for Buſrneſs out of England, 


Hereas many perſons in this Countrey, entertain, as Attur- 

nies, many troubleſome Buſineſſes our of England, and other 
places, where juſtly rhere is ns occaſion for ſuch Moleſtation g 
and yct the parties moleſted, are left deſtitute of relief, by reaſon the 
ſaid Diſturbers have no Eftare in this Country, to ſatisfie Dama- 
ges they are condemned ini: Be ir thetefore Enated, Thar. no 
Arwrney, by any power out' of England, or elfe whete , ſhall 
fue or implead , any'perſon of ths Colony ; withone giving firſt 
good Security rhar he the ſaid Atturney ſhall pay all ſuch Coſts 
and Damimages as the Eoutr: ſhall award againſt him, where the 
Law ſhall find'charhe the faid Arturney kach by char power unjuſtly 
moleftedthe Defendant. | 


ELXXXIHKHE 
Burgeſſes. 


V Hereas no proviſion hath been made for the certain Con 


veyance of Has 1 Writs far the Ele&ion of Burgefles ;. 
FX 


whereby,the delivering the ſai Writsbeing Retarded , the Sheriff 

bath no time to give notice to the people,- according to Law, nor 

make a timely ri'ofthe VVrite)” nor can'the” Burgeſſes appear 

at = day: For remedy whereof, Pe it Enateg by this, preſens 

Grand: Aﬀembly, Thar rhe Secretaty provide for the rimiely couvey-= 

ance of the'VVries intoevery' Cotttry, tb be deliveredro the Sheriff 
O2 


thereof,” 
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| thereof, and for his pains be paid One hogſhead of Tobaceo, weigh: - 


ing Three hundred and fifty pounds, for every County 3 ant in caſe 


any negle& be proved againſt him, that he be fined for ſuch negleR 


atthe diſcretion of the Aſſembly : Alwayes provided, he have the 
Writs, ſigned forty dayes before the day of the Return, , -; - 7 : 


o ” 


LAXXLY.., 


IX X 7 Hereasthe charge of Aﬀemblics is much augmented, by the 
vw great number of Burgeſles unneceſlarily choſen by "one 
Pariſhes : Be ir Enacted, That hereafter no County ſhall ſend above 
two Burgeſſes, who ſhall be EleQed at thoſe places in each County, 
where the Connt5-Courts are uſually kept. Provided alwayes, thar 


— 


} 


 Fames-City, being the Metropolis -of the Gountrey, ſhall have the 


priviledgeto cle& a m—_— for themſelves. And every County 
that will lay out One hundred Acresof Land, and people it with One 
hundred Tithable perſons,rhat place ſhall enjoy the like priviledge. 


LEXEY 
 Burgeſſes C barges Aſcertained. 


VV Hereas the immoderate Expences.of . the Burgeſles , cauſing 
divers heart-burnings between them and the People, occali- 
oned an Injundion to make agreement for the Allowance before the 
Ele&ion, which may hereafter probably induce intereſted perſons to 
purchaſe Vorcs by offcring to ſerve at low Rates;by which meang,rthat 
Candour and Freedom which ſhould be in the choice. of perſons 
credited with ſo honourable and great a Truſt, might be very much 
propienn, and the place it ſelf become mercenary and contempri- 

le: Be it therefore Enacted, That the Maintenance of every 
Burgeſle ſhall be One hundred and fifty pounds of Tobacco and Cask 


- per day, beſides the neceflary charge of going to the Aſſembly and 


returning. 


Q—————_— £ ——_— 8 
— 


Burgeſſes to appear npon the day. 


| 2 Hereas many 1nconVeniences happen by che not " aring of 
wv Burgeilcs upon the preciſe day of he Rerura of the Wyre 
FI ip C as 
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as. leaving the tuſineſs of tFe frenel importance, the prudent 
choice of a Speaker, to a ſmall party thar firſt appears; upon 
which, divers animoſfities may ariſe-in ſome that diſlike the EleRi- 
on, tothe great detriment ofthe Publique Aﬀairsz which by this 
means afe retarded, and the Charges of thoſe Counties,whoſe Bur- 
geſſes firſt appeared, increaſed: Be it therefore Enacted, That 
what Burgefle ſoever ſhall fail in —_— Appearance and 
Attending the Aſſembly preciſely upo . day of the Return 
of the Writ , ſhall be fined: for every day's abſence, Three 
hundred pounds of Tobacco , to be tifpoſed. of by the Aﬀembly, 
unleſs he be obſtructed by ſome ſuch ——_— as the e 
ſhall judge might be a lawful and reaſonable cauſe to hinder his 


coming, 


a 4. 


LXXXVII 
Burgeſſes not to be Arreſted. 


| BL: the Diſpatch and Reputation of the Publique Buſineſs, Be 
it Enacted, Thar none of the Burg eſles of any Afſembly, nor 
any of their Attendants, ſhall be Arreſted, from the time of their 
EleQion, untill ten dayes after the Diſſolution of the Aſſembly, 
wherein he ſerves as a Burgeſſe. Provided, that if the Aſſembly be 
Adjourn'd for above a moneth, the ſeveral Burgeſles ſhall ren dayes 
after that Seſfion be liable to Arreſts, and other Proceſſes; and if 
in the Intervalof Seflions they be Arreſted and proſecuted to Execu- 
tion, and thar ſerved ; the Execution ſhall be ſuſpended reh dayes 
before the next Seſſion of that Aſſembly, and continue ſountill ten 
. dayes after it , at which rimethe priviledge of Burgeſle ſhall ceaſe 


and determine, : 


—_—_—— 


LEXXXVIIL 
No Order to contradift an AF. 


— 
—— 


E it Enacted and Confirmed, That no A& of Court, or Pro- 
clamation, ſhall, upon any pretence whatſoever;, enjoyn obedi- 
ence thereunto, contrary to any A of Aſſembly, until the Reverſal 


of that A&by a ſucceeding Aſſembly,” 


P LEXXIX, Aſew- 
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LXXXIX. 
| Aſſemblies to enquire after the Breach of Laws; 


Wt ſeveral Laws havebeen, by divers Aſſemblies, made 
for the good of this Comms which, for want of due ob- 
{ervation, have not produced the defired Effect: And.whereas it is 
by this Aſſembly Enacted, that the Grand Jury of Inqueſts, ſhould 
twice Annually make preſentment ofthe breach of all Penal Laws, 
and that the Aſſembly ſhould diſpoſe of the Fines levyed you the 
ſeveral Offenders, for the uſe of thoſe Counties wherein they ac- 
crewed due : Be it Enacted, thar for the future, the firſt day of every 
ſucceeding Aſſembly, ſhall be imployed in receiving the ſaid Pre- 
ſentments of the Grand Jury,& ro enquire into the remiſneſs of Juries 
and Courts, and how the Laws have been put in Execution, and 
diſpoſing the Fines; that by that means the "oi may be reſtored 
to their due vigor, and Offenders be deterred from neglect or con- 
tempr, when they ſhall find, aſevere accompt of their Obſervation is 
ſodciligently enquiredinto, 


——————_— 


EQ: 
Publique Letters, how to be Conveyed. 


Hereas the remoteneſs of divers places in the Countrey from 

Fames-City, and the neceſſity of communicating divers buſi- 
nefles to the utmoſt limits of ir, would, if Meflengers were preſſed 
purpoſely, put the Countrey to an Annual greatExpence : For pre- 
vention thereof, Be it enacted, Thar all Letters ſuperſcribed for the uſe 
of his Majeſty, or the Publique, ſhall be immediately conveyed from 
Plantation to Plantation, to the place and perſon they are directed to, 
under the penalty of Three hundred and fifty pounds of Tobacco, to 
each defaulr 3 and if any perſon be pur thereby toany extraordinary 
charge, the Court of each County is YC to judge 
thereof, and to levy payment for the ſame z rhe Superſcriptions be- 
ing ſigned by the Governour, ſome one of the 2woram, or the Co- 
lonel, Lieutenant Colonel, or Major of a Regiment : And where 
any perſon in the Family the ſaid Letters come to, can write, ſuch 
perſon is required to endorſe the day and hour he received them, that 
the neglector contempt of any perſon ſtopping them may be the better = 
known, and be puniſhed accordingly. 


NCI, Diont: 
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KCl. 


Divulgers of falſe News. 

| Hereas many idle and buſi-headed People do forge and di-- 
vulge falſe rumarsand reports to the great diſturbance of 

| the peace of HisRoyal Majeſtie's Logs inthis Colo- 
- ay: Be itenacted, That what Perſon or Perſons {oever eor di= 
m, aÞ-11 ſuch falſe Reports, tending to the trouble of the Country, 
he ſhall be by the next alice of Peace ſent for, and boundover to 
the next County-Court ; where, if he produce not his Author, he 
ſhall be fined Two thotſand pounds of Tobacco (or lefs, if the 
Court think fit to leſſen ir) and beſides, give Bond for his Behavi- 
our , if it appear to the Coxrs, that he did maliriouſly publiſh; of in- 


vent 1t, 


—C 


@i_ 
YE m———__— 


XCII. 
(birurgions Acconnts regulated. 


( 7 Hereas the exceſfive and immoderate prices exacted by dis 
vers avaritious and griping PraQitioners in Phyſtck and Chi- 
rurgery, hath cauſed ſeveral hard-hearted Maſters, ſwayed by profi- 
table more than charitable reſpe&s, rather to expoſe a fick ſervant 
to a hazard of the recovery , then ptit themſelves to the certairt 
Charge of a rigorous, though unskilful Phyſiciati, whoſe detnands 
for the moſt part exceed the Purchale of the Patient 5 many other 
poor people alſo being forced to give therhſelves over toa lingering 
Diſeaſe, rather then rtine themſelves, by —— procure 
an uncertain Remedy : For redreſs thercof for the future, Be ir 
enacted, that ir ſhall be lawful tor any Perſon or Perſons conceiving 
the Account of the Phyſician orChirurgion unreaſonable,toarreſt the 
ſaid Phyſician-or Chirurgionto the General or Comnty-Court 3 where 
the Phyſician or Chirurgion ſhall deckre uponhis Oath the true va- 
lue, coſt, and quantiry of the Drugs adminiſtred; for which, the 


Court ſhall grant order againſt the Plaintiff with fifry per cent, ad- 


vance, and ſuch conſideration for hiscare, viſits, andattendance, as 
they ſhall judge he hath deſerved ; and if it fhall appear by Evi- 
dence, that the ſaid Phyſician or Chiturgion hath neglected his Pa- 
tient, while he was under cure, the Court ſhall cenſure him to pay 
ſo much, asthey in their diferation ſhallthink reaſonable, 


Pz XCHIL, chi 


——_— ——_—_ 
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"Xen; 
Chirurgions Accounts, pleadable after deceaſe of the Party. 


Hereasby A& of many Aſſemblies, no Accoutts areplea- 
| dable againſt dead mens. Eſtates, whereby many ſcruples 
have been made abour the Accounts of P Arcians and 
Chirurgions, who cannot, poſsibly, rake Bill. Be ir therefore en- 
ated, That Phyſicians and Chirurgions Accounts ſhall be pleadable 
and recoverable, for means adminiſtred,and Pains raken,inthe time of 
Sickneſs, whereof the Party dies; and where the Patient recovers, 

Six Months after ſuch recovery, and no longer. 


KCHYC. 
Diſcounts to be made in ( ourts. 


BE it enacted, for the avoiding many cauſeleſs Suits in Law, That 
where any Suit ſhall be commenced tn any Court for a Debt, thar 
if the Defendant have either Bill, Bond,or Account of the Plaintiff's, 
whereinhe proves the Plaintiff Debtor, ſuch Debr of the Plaintiff 
ſhall be diſcounted out of the Debt he claimeth of the Defendant g 
and judgment ſhall be given for no more thanthe ballance of the 
Debt will amountto, Conſideration orang alwayes made of the 
times thcir ſeveral Debts have been due, and accordingly allowance 
made for the time, And becauſe it many times happens, that the 
Defendants in ſuch caſes, do Ro Bill or Accounts of the Plain- 
tiff's, from other men,which he perhaps can diſcount with thoſe to 
whom he paſſed ſuch Specialty or Account : Itis therefore enaQed, 
Thar no Bill or Account being aſsigned over, ſhall by the Afsignee 
be pleadable againſt the Debtor in ſuch Bill or Account, $ the 
Aſsigneecan prove, that hegave the Debtor notice before his Ac- 
ceptance of the Aſsignmenr, and that the Debtor at that time pre- 
tended to no diſcount againſt it, 


XCV. 
\ Accounts againſt dead Mens Eſtates 


V Hereas too ſad experience harh-ſhewed , that Accounts 
ainſt the Eſtates of Perſons deceaſed, have often unjuſtly 
&vourcd the Eſtates, and brouglit the Wives and Chilgren to po- 


—— 
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verty and ruine 3 And whereas as well the Laws of England, as 


55. 


of this Country, permit not. any thing to be pleadable againſt' 


any Perſon that cannot wage his Lawz which, Execurors and Ad-' 

' miniſtrators are utterly uncapable of :: Be ir therefore enatred, - 
That no Book-Debts, or Accounts, ſhall be henceforth pleads 

able againſt the Eſtate of any Perſon deceaſed, nor againſt any” 

living; if theſaid Perſon ſhall upon his Oath, deny the ſarne tb be. 


due 3 unleſs they be ſuch Accounts, as by particular Acts of the 
Aſſembly, as Officers Fees , Levies, and Chirurgions Accounts, 
are pleadable 3 neither ſhall any man be pur to his Oath upon an Or- 
dinary-Keeper's Account z but the ſaid Ordinary-Keepet's ſhall rake 
the handof any Perſon (calling for any Drink or Proviſion) to his 
Book, or elſe his Billz or otherwiſe his Debe ſhall not be pleadable. 


—" 


—_—__ 


XCVL  $hf 
Ballancing Accounts of Deceaſed Perſons. 


A Nd whereas divers men being indebted to others upon account, 

may be induced to deliver Goods torhem, or their Aſſigns in- 
ballance, yetrakeno Receipt 3 which Account, upon the Death of 
either Party may be brought by his Executors or Adminiſtrators, 
againſt the Survivor, of which he cannot,upon his Oath, deny the 
Receipt z yet that Account, though juſtly ballanced before,is often 
recovered by this Act prohibiting Accounts againſt dead. mens 
Eſtates, yetleaving Liberty to their Executory, or Adminiſtrators, 
ro ſue for an Account dne tothe Eftate of thePerſon Deceaſed : Ke 
it therefore enacted, Thazaccounts againſt a dead mans Eftate, be - 
ing ſufficiently proved, ſhall be admitted in diſcount of an Accviifie 
due to ſuch dead mans Eſtate 3* but ifrhe Account broughe againfy 
the Eſtate, exceed thatdye tothe Eftate, the Survivor,for the Over 


plus ſhall be, diſmiſſed without day : Provided alſo, that wherethe. 


Party charged as Dcbtor. to any one, ſhall refuſe upon his Oath ro 
deny the Account brqught, againſt him(ex6ept an Ordinary-Keeper's, 
which iris.im le tro keep in memory, or any part thereof) the 
Court ſhall cakethe Accountto be due, as by Conf:fon, 
Judgment for {o much thereof as he ſhall-not deny as aforeſaid. 


ett. Þ. te 


ts. _ end Cat. 


ct .. mv OVAL 
los Ordinary-Keepers how to (ell. 


Hereas continual Complaints are made of the ExaQion 


of Ordinary-Keepers, and We in the Rare and Meaſures + 


of 


and ſhall give 
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of Strong-Drink, by them retailed and ſold: Be it enacted, That ng 
Perſon, after the firſt of March, -One thoufand fix hundred ſixty and 
three, ſhall ſell or vend by' retail, any Wine, Beer, or other Strong- 
Drink, of what ſort focvcr. by any Meaſures,but Englith ſealed Mea- 
ſures, of Pirits, Quarts, Portles' or Gallons ;- and that every one, 
that now doth, » or. hercafter 'ſhall keep any Ordinary, ſhall by the 


_ ſaid Firſt of March, 1663. provide ſuch Meaſures 'to ſell by in his 


Houſe , and,. in caſc he tail, ſhall bepur down from keeping'any 
Ordinary, and fined Five thouſand pounds of Tobacco, tothe uſe of 
the Publick : Provided alwayes, that it ſhall be lawful for them, ro 
ſell Engliſh Strong-Warcrs coming over in caſes, by the'Bottle, in 
theſame Bottles they bought them, Nog 
And for preventing many Diſorders and Riots in Ordinaries, and 


otker places, where Drink 1s retailed 3 Beitenated, Thar no Per- 


| ſon or Perſons whatſoever, ſhall in their Houſes retail any Drink, 


but ſuch, as ſhall obtain a Licence from the Commiſſioners of the 


_ County, where helives, ſigned by the firſt in Commiſſion of thar 


Court , by giving Bond, according to the Laws of England; and 
further obliging humſelf to {ell ar the Rates, ſet by the Commiſſio- 
ners 3 andto pay annually, 'to the Governour, Three hundred and 
fifty poundsof Tobacco and Caxk, for his Licence, 


XCV1IL - 
Servants, how long to ſerve. 


Hereas the Thirteenth AR, 1659. doth ena&t- That all Pcr- 
VV ſons, brought as Servants into this Country,of what Chriſti- 
an Nation ſoever they be, ſhould ſerve no longer than'our own Na- 
4tion, which is five years, if above fixteenyears of Age 3 ifunder, un- 
11 One and Twenty, as bythe Thirtieth A& of the ſaid Aﬀembly, 
appears: and,in regard,the ſaid Thirteenth AR doth,contraryto Law, 
look backward; and ſet free ſeveral Servants, Aliens purchaſed, upon 
a former A of  Aﬀſembly; made the Fourth of ©—- 1654. Be 
ittherefore enacted, Thar all Aliens,and Others coming in,whilc thar 
AR, andthe others are in force, ſhall ſerve according to-thoſe Acts ; 
and that for the future, all the aforeſaid 'Acrs ſhall be repealed : and: 
all Servantshereafter coming in without Indenture, ſhall ſerve Five 
Years, ifabove Sixteen Years of Age; and all under that Age, 
ſhall ſerve until they be Four. and Twenty Years old, that being the 
time limited by the Laws of England ; and that the ſeveral Cours, ar 
the requeſt ofche Maſter, make inſpection; and judge of their Age. 


% ET 


XCIX. 
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X CIX. 
Againſt Secret Marriage. 
ww Hereas much loſs and detriment doth ariſe to þ "MYA Ma- 


ſters of Families, by the ſecret Marriage of Servants, the 
ſaid Servants through that occaſion negleRing their works, 
| and often purloining their Maſter's Goods and Proviſions. Be it there- 
fore Enacted, That no Miniſter either publiſh the Banes, or Cele- 
brate the Contra of Marriage berween any Servants,unleſs he have 
from both their Maſters a Cerrificace, thatit is done withtheir con- 
ſent 3 and the Miniſter doing otherwiſe, ſhall be fined ten thouſand 
Pounds of Tobacco, and the ſaid Servants both Man and Woman, 
chart ſhall by any indire& means procuze themſelves to be marryed 
without conſent of his and her Maſter , ſhall for ſuch their offence, 


each of them ſerve their reſpeRive Maſters one whole year after the ; 


rime of ſervice by Indenture is expired. And, if any perſon being 
free ſhall clandeſtine'y marry with a Servant, as aforeſaid , he or 
ſhe ſo marrying, ſhall pay to the Maſter of the Servant, Fifteen hun- 
dred pounds of Tobacco,or a years Service 3 and the Servant ſo be- 
ing marryed, ſball abide with his,or her Maſtcr, the time by Inden- 
ture, or Cuſtom, and a year after;as aforeſaid, 


C.. 
Againſt Fornication. 


———_— 


Or reſtraint of the filthy nof Fornication ; Be it Enacted, That 
$ * what Man or Woman (ſoever ſhall commir Fornication , he and 
ſhe ſo offendingupon proof thereof by Confeſſion or Evidence, ſhall 
pay each'of them five hundred Pounds of Tobacco, five to the uſe 
of the Pariſtror Pariſhes they dwell in, and te bound to their good 
behaviour,and be- impriſoned ill they find ſecuriry ro be bound with 
them 3 and-ifrhey, or eicker of them, commirting Fornication , as a- 
foreſaid , be-Servants, then the Maſter of ſuch Servant ſo offending, 
ſhall pay the ſaid Five hundred poundsof Tobacco, as aforeſaid, for 
which the ſaid Servant ſhall ſerve'balf a year,after cherime by Inden- 
eure, or Cuſtom, is expired 3 and if the Maſter ſhall refuſe to pay rhe 
Fine, then the Servant to be whipped: And if ir happen a Baſtard 
Child to be gotten infuch Fornication 3 then the VVoman, if a Ser- 
vant, in regard ofthe loſs and trouble ber Maſter ſuſtains by her ha- 
ving a Baſtard,ſhall ſervetwo years,after her time by Indenture is ex- 


pired, or pay two Thouſand pounds of Tobaccoto her Maſter z_be- 
Q 2 fides 
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Thar every Clerk upon ſuch protence;graming a new certificate ſhall 
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ſides the fine or puniſhment for committing the offence, and the 


reputed Father to put in ſecurity to keep the Child, and ſave the Pa-. 
riſh harmleſs, | 


— . 
—_—— 


—_—_— 


Cl. 


Fired Servants. 


Hereas divers pcrſons, that by Indenture, Cuſtom, or At- 

icr-Contracts for Wages, being Servants to ſeveral men, 

do many times run away to Plantations farr Remore, 'and 
there being unknown, procure Entertainment with others for wages 
or ſhares, to the great damage, and ſometimes utrer ' undoing 
of their wue Maſters , and alſo of thoſe that ignorantly- enter- 
tain them by paying the fine: For prevention whereof, for the 
future, and for theberter diſcovery of ſuch Runawayes 3 Be it En- 
acted, That all Servants at the Bxpirarion of their time , ſhall with 
their Maſter, or a fufficieme Teſtimonial from him, go to the Court 


- in that County where he'ſerved,- and thereemer his Freedom , and 


rake Certificate-thereof from the Clerk of the ſaid Court , which 
Certificate ſhall be ſufficiene Warrant for any perſon to entertain 
him into his Service, And whoever; after his firſt time by Indenture 
is expired and Certificate thereof taken our as aforeſaid, ſhall again 
upon any tearms become Servant to another 3 the Maſter then hiring 
the ſaid Servant, ſhall rake his Certificate of Freedom, and keep it 
until the time contracted for, be expired 3 and whoever ſhall enter- 
rain, or harbour any Servant, or hired Free-man running away from 
his Maſters ſervice , and not having a Certificate, as aforeſaid, ſhall 
pay to the Maſter of the ſaid Servant Thirty pounds of Tobacco per 
day and night, for allthe time they ſhall harbour, or entertain them, 
Provided, That if fuch Run-away Servant ſhall forge a Certificate, . 
or ſeal the trucone from the..Maſter he is hired to , and by thar 
means procure himſelf Entertainment z the perſon entertaining him 
ſhall be free from-the Fine, bar the Servant ſtcaling-or forging the 
Certificate, ſhall be puniſhed: for his forgery , by ftanding in the 
Pillory two hours upon a Court-day, andif any perſon coming free 
intothe Countrey;ſhall byany-Contra& agree with one perſon, and, 
before the time agreed for be accompliſhed, fhall deparrto another, 
he ſhalt firſt per the Tenor of his Contract firſt made, and pay 
the apparent damages, thar-ſhall arife-by- his breach of -Cavenang, 
and ſhall, after that fatisfied, be lyablero che payment:of what dam- 
agesany other Contractor witwhim ſhall recover of him by Law, 
And in regard the Certificatesof Freedoms-may be worn-out , and 


loft;andiby thoſe means new ones be required: Ir is further -Enafted, 


Mmen- 
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mention in that the loſs of the firſt, and thar for that cauſe this ſecond 
was iſſued, | | | 


——————— 


CH” 
Run-awayes. 


S—_ 


Hereas there are divers loitering Run-aways in ths Country, 
-who very often abſent themſelves from their Maſters-Service,' 
and ſometimes in a long time cannot be found ; the loſs of their time, 
and the charge ofthe ſeeking them, often exceeding the value of their 
labour : Be it therefore Enacted, Thar all Run-awayes , that ſhall 
abſent themſelves from their ſaid Maſters Service, ſhall be lyable to 
make ſatisfaRion by ſervice, after the times by Cuſtom or Indenture 
are expired, (viz.) double heir time of Service ſo negleed: and 
if the time of their Running away was in the Cropp, andthe charge 
of recovering them extraordinary, the Court ſhall adjudge alonger 
time of ſervice, proportionable to the damage the Maſter thall make 
appear he hath ſuſtained. And, becauſe the adjudging the time 
they ſhould ſerve, is often referred until the time by Indenture is ex- 
ired, when the proof of wharis due is very uncertain: Fe it En- 
ated; That the- Maſter of any Run-away that intends to take the 
benefit of this AR, ſhall aſſoon as he hath recovered him, carry him 
ro the next Commiſſioner, and there declare and prove the time of 
his abſence, andthe charge he hath been ar in his Recovery, -which 
Commiſſioner thereupon thall grant his Certificate, and the Courr 
on that Certificate paſs Judgment, for the time he ſhall ſerve for his 
abſence. : | / 
And in caſe any Engliſh Servant ſhall run away in company. of 
any Negro's , who are incapable of making ſarisfation by addi- 
tion of time: Ir is Enaed, That the Engliſh , fo running away 
in the company with them, ſhall ar any time of ſervice'to their own 
Maſters expired ſerve the Maſtersof the ſaid Negro's for their ab- 
ſenice ſo long as heme have done by this A&, if they had nor 
been ſlaves, every Chriſtian in company ſerving his proportion ; and 
if the Negro's be loſt ordye in ſuch time of their being run away, 
the Chriſtian Servants in Company with them ſhall by proportion a- 
monz them either pay Four Thouſand five hundred pounds- of To- 
bacco, and Cask, or four years ſervice for 'every Negro fo loſt or 
dead, 


R CIIL Cruclry 


bo 
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CIII. 
Cruelty of Maſters probibited. 


wW Hereas the Barbarous uſage of ſome Servants by cruel Ma- 


ters brings ſo much ſcandal and Infamy to the Country in 
: ral, that pcople who would willingly adventurethem- 
ſelves hither, arechrough fear thereof, diverted ; and by thar means, 
the ſupplyes of particular men, and the well ſcating of his Majeſty's 
Countrey very much obſtructed ; Be it therefore Enacted, rhat every 


. Maſter ſhall provide torhis Servants competent diet , clothing, and 


lodging, ang thathe ſhall not cxceed the bounds of moderation, in 
correcting them beyond the merirof their offences 3 and rhar it ſhall 
be lawful for any Servant, giving narice to their Maſters (having juſt 
ceule of complainc againſt them,for harſh and bad uſage , or elſe for 
want of Dict or convenient Neceſlaries) to repair tothe next Com- 
miſſioner , to make his or their complaint 3 and jf the ſaid Com» 
miſſioner ſhall find by juſt proof, that the ſaid Servant's cauſe of com- 
Plaint is juſt, the ſaid Commiſſioner is hereby required to give Or- 
der for the warning of ſuch Maſter to the next County-Court, where 


_ the matterin difference ſhall be determined, and the Servant have 


remedy for his grievance. 


I 


PW———_—_ 


C IV. 
Againſt unruly Servants. 


V Hereas the audacious unrulineſs of many Rubborn and in- 
corrigible Servants, refiſting their Maſters and Over-ſcers, 
hath brought many miſchicfs and loſſes to divers Inhabitants of this 
Countrey : Be it Enacted and Ordained , That the Servant that 
ſhall lay violent hands on his or her Maſter, Miſtriſs, or Over-ſeer , 
and be convicted thereof by Confeſſion or Evidence of his Fellow- 
ſervant, or otherwiſe, before any Courtin this Countrey ; the ſame 
Courr is hereby required and authorized, tro Order Servant 
eo ſerve his or her Maſter, or Miſtris, or their Aſſignes, one year 
after his or her time by Indenture or cuſtom, is expired. Be it En- 
acted, Thar no perſon or perſons whatſoever, for any offence com- 
mitted,ſhall be adjugedto ſerve the Coubtrey as Colony-Servants, 


CV, Againſt 
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C VY. 
Againſt Trading with Servants: 


{ 7 Hereas divers ill-diſpoſed perſons do ſecretly and covertly 
Truck and Trade with other mens Servants and Apprentices, 

who (to the grear injury of their Maſters) arethereby induced and 

encouraged to ſteal, —_ ,and imbezel their Maſter's goods : Beir 

therefore EnaRted, That what perfon or perſons ſoever (ball 

'rrade, or truck, with any Servant for any Commodity whatſoever, 

without licence or conſent of the ſaid Servant's Maſterzhe or they fo 


offending againſt the premiſes, ſhall ſuffer one Moneths Impriſon- 


ment, without bail or main-prize ; give Bond, with Security, for his 
- good Behaviour 3 and allo ſhall forfeit to the Maſter of the ſaid Ser- 
—_ _ times the value of the things ſo bought, ſold, trucked, or 
er or, | 


Pe COSTCO 
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CVYI. 
No Tobacco to be planted after the tenth of July, 
Hereas it hath been raken into ſerious Conſideration, that 


RO Wayes be effected, bur. by leſſening the quantity , and 
amending the quality z and further, that all ſtints will prove cleerly 
inconſiſtent with the Peeing of the Countrey, while Mary-land re- 
mains a diſtin Government z unleſs of ſuctra nature as may pro- 
duce both the aforeſaid effects, withour abridgment of any mays 
endeavours,or confining him toany ſer number of Plants : For which 


cauſe, the Aſſembly hath Enacted, That no Tobacco be planted after- 


the Tenthof Faly ; and that whoſoever ſhall direaly, or indirealy: 
plant or replant, or cauſe to be planted or replanted , any Tobacco 
after the. ſaid Tenth of F#ly, ſhall forfeir Ten rhouſand pounds of 


Tobacco, to the uſe of the Publique. 


— 
hs, __—_ —_— Ly — — 


| CVIIL 
No Seconds or Slips, 


" A ND be it further Enacted, That what perſon or perſons ſoever 

ſhall tend, or ſuffer, or cauſe to be tended, any ſecond gy 
. or Slips, ſhall forfeir Ten thouſand the 
Publique. R 


pounds of Tobaceo to 
2 Be 


buyſell, 


the improvement of our only Commodity, Tobacco, can 
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Be it further Enacted, That what perſon or perſons ſoever, ſhall 
ſave, pack; or {cll, or ſend away, any ns, which are here- 
by requiredto be rocally ſuppreſt, ſhall forfeit for every Hogſhead, 
rated to have the quantity of Five pounds of ground-leaf Tobacco 


© mn it, Five thouſand: pounds of Tobacco, to the uſe of the Publique. 


And it is further.Enacted, That the Grand Jury ſhall rake particular 
care of the Obſervation ofthis AR, and (hall make due preſentnient 
to that ounty-Conrs, of any ſuch as ſhall Plant or Tend any Tobacco 
contrary to the tenor hereof, 07:2 


C— - ———e ems 


CVIII. 
Improvement of Staple-Commodities. 


Hereas the uncertain value of Tobacco, rhe gg f 

the Cotnmodiry, and the probability of irs Planting in bir 
places, threaten this Countrey with the danger of an unavoydable 
Ruine, which muſt in time fall upon it, by the increaſe of the makers 
ofir among our ſelves (who have already To glutted all Markers, 
that great quantities are yearly left in the Countrey, and that which 
is ſent our [1d at ſo mean and inconfiderable a Rare, as neither Mer- 
chant nor Planter can well ſubſiſt by ) unleſs ſonie other courſe be 
ſpecdily taken, for improvement of ſuch other Commodities as the 
Countrey will produce, and making as many of them, as we cn, 
into Manufactures, and giving-encouragement to all perſons of whar 
ability ſoever ro attempr it; which the former Ads for ENCOuraZze- 
ment to make Staple-Commodities, have been defective in, by only 
propoſing Rewards to great quantities of every Commodity made, 
which, who ever goes abour, muſt,if he fail,be Ruined;or,if he make 
the quantity propoſed, will have no need of the Gratuity, which is 
bertcr to be ſuited proportionably ro the meaneſt quantity : Fe it 
therefore Enacted, That the Aſſembly, this preſent year, ſend into 


England for a conſiderable quantity of Flax-ſeed, to be diſtributed 


into the ſeveral Counties, and delivered to certain perſons, who may 
ſell ir out to ſeveral Inhabitants, and the produce thereof be paid the 
year following,with the Levyzand the Countrey ſtock, by tha: means 
made good according to the Fifth Actof the Aſſembly, 1661.co make 
their proportions of Flax 3 and who ever will Spin the Flax , and 
cauſe the Yarnto be Weaved into Cloth of a yard wide, Thall for 
every Yardof Cloth ſo Woven of Yarn made of Flax grown in the 
Countrey, have Three pounds of Tobacco : And for every- yard of 
Woollen Cloth made of yarnhere ſpun.in the Country, Five pounds 
of Tobacco ; whichupon produce of a Certificatefrom ſome Juſtice. 
of Peace in the County, that he hath ſeenthe ſame in the Loam, a: d 
thatto his knowledg it was really made in the Cowntrey,as afore! a 
| | ' ſha! 
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ſhall upon pooping ws ſame to the Governour and Council, be 
a aaciens Publique Levy inthe ſame County where they 
os [OOTY IVE EX 
CIX. 
Aft for Mulbery-trees. 


VV Heres: by experience, Silk will be the hoſt profitable Com- 
modity for the Countrey, if well managed ; and whereas the 


greateſt conducement thereunto. required, 'is proviſion of Mulbery- 


trees: Beir Enacted and Confirmed, by this preſent Grand Afﬀem- 


bly. That every Proprietor of Land, within the Colony of Firginia, 
ſhall for every Hundred Acres of Land, holden in Fee;-plant uv 


weds 
the ſaid Land Ten Mulbery-trees at twelve foofdiftance each na 
other, and ſecure them by weeding, and a ſufficient Fence from 


Cartel and Horſes, &c. between this and the laſt of December 1663. 
And for every Tree that ſhall be wanting, and untended, in nianner 
aforeſaid, of the ſaid proportion ar the ſaid laſt of December, 1663. 
he the ſaid Proprietour thar ſhall beſo Delinquenr, fhall pay Twen- 
ty pound of Tobacco to the Publique. Provided, that this Act do 
not extend to Orphans, until the expiration of Five years after their 
full age 3 and then, if Delinquent, to be liable, as aforeſaid, And no 
man planting more then his number, ſhall excuſe any thar hath plan- 
ted Ic{ſe, Provided allo, thar this Act extend not to ſuch Proprie- 
cours as are not in Actyal poſſefſiion, And becauſe his Majeſty hath 
taken particular notice of the great folly and negligence of the 
Countrey in omitting the Propagation of ſo Noble and Staple a 
Commodity, Ir is Enacted, That the Grand Jury do ſtrictly en- 

uvire intothe breach of this Act , and make Preſentment thereof, 
: 2% che Offenders may accordingly be puniſhed. And be it further 
Enacted, Thar for the encouragement of all perſons that ſhall en- 
deavour to make Silk, there ſhall be allowed, inthe Publique Levy, 
to any one,for every pound of wound Silk he ſhall make,Fifty pounds 
of Tobacco to be raiſed in the Publique Levy,and paidin the County 
or Countics wherethey dwell that make it, bo 


W— 


_ 


£ CY. 
| Encouragement to build Veſſels. 

OR encouragement of building Veſſels in this Countrey, ard 
| the promoting of Trade ; Be it? Enacted, That whoever ſhall 
build a Veſſel of any Rana, Wcpedand firted to go to Sea, ſhall 


for 


Re. = CC 
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for every Tun-burthen the faid Veſſel ſhall contait, receive; tipori 


proof of het bring fo bitile,, Fifty pourids' of Tobace; out of the 
Publique Levy. | 

' Whereas Colonel Edmund $ WW ac his particular great 
Charge, bur tothe infinite good of the Countrey,ereQed a Salt-work, 
for which he hath received deferved thanks , the laſt Afembly ; 
this Aſſembly, for his om_ encouragement, 'hath thought fir to 

rant him the uſe of the Me6ney raiſed this year out of the two 
ſhillings per hundred ( in Northawmpton-County ) with condition 
thit "He make r&-payttient of the fame, to thoſe the Aﬀermbly ſhall 
a the nexe year, in Salt ar two ſhillings fix peice per Buſhel, 
ana: Y at EY | 

:, ru pak ir further EnaRted, That after the firſt of Seprember 1663, 
no Maſterof Ship, Barque ot Veſſel ; or any other perſon, Merchant 
6f Trader ; ſhall bring in aty Salt into the-County of Northampton, 
ftider the penalty & Eonfifcating his Ship, Barque or Veſſel, and 
Goods, tothe end that he and others may'be encouraged in their in- 
dufttfous endeavours, to promote the good of the Countrey, 


ate. Sh. tr —__ a _ 6 h-Y ts hd. fin ms 


| 
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| Ct 
Tan-houſes to be erefled. 


E it alſo Enadted, That according ro thefirſt AQ of Afſembly 

I 1660. there be erefted in each. Couhry,;: atthe charge of the 

'ounty, one or more Tan-houfes, and that they provide Tanners, 
Curriers, and Shoomakers, to Tan, Curry, and make rhe Hides of the 
Country into Leather and Shooes, and that the perſons intruſted 
with the overſight of the Workmen, and the managing the Trade, 
do allow tothe Inbabjtants of the Og I every dry hide th 
bring, atthe rate of Two pornds of Tobacco per pound , and ſe 
their Shoos for Thirty pounds.of Tobacco for plain ſhoosz and Thirty 
five pounds of Tobacco for Wodden-heeF, and French-fals of the 
fix largeſt ſizes; and Twenty pounds of Tobacco a pair for the 
ſmalleſt ſhooes, ” 


——————————_— 


CXIL 
Two Acres of (orn for each Tithable, 


E ithereby Enacted, That all perſons within this Colony, ſhall 
platit or tend, for every Tithable perſon tetiding a Crop intheir 

Family, two Acres of Corn or Pulſe , under the penalty of Five 
hundred pounds of Tobacco, for every Acre neglected, asatorefaid ; 
6@ 


to be paid by the Delinquent, and tobe levied by the Sheriff for the 
Conmics uſe; and the Grand Jury;imrtheir feveral limits, ro look 


ſtrictly after the breach of this Act,- And,forencouragement for men 


ro ſow Engliſh Wheat, which may be a Staple-Commodity to vent 
out of the Countrey , .It i er Bnacted 5 the ſowing of one 
Acre of Wheat, ſhall excuſe rhe planting of the two Kowed todies 
Corn, or other Corn,or Pulſe; as this Aczenjoyns,.” 7.7 
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note ; CXIL 
oo Stray Horſes, Ge 


OR remedy of the great abuſe, and wrong done, in taking up 

: EF of tray; Horſes, Cattel, and Boats: loft, not qply- in concealing 
them, but in uſing and imploying themro the hurt 4nd! dat 

the Owners: Be it Enacted; by this preſent Grand Aſſembly, chat 
every perſon or perſons that ſhall take up and keep any ftray 
Horſes, Cattel, or Boats , ſhall cauſe the ſaid Horſes and Cartel 
with the mark, ſtature, and colour, and the ſaid Boat with her pro- 
portion, and what was found in her, to be cryed publickly in all 
the Churches and Chappels in the: County,” within one moneth 
after the taking them up ; andin the mean time, ſecurely to lay up 
the ſaid Boat z and if no owner appear, u this publique no- 
rice given, then to publiſh the ſame, and ſet it up in Writing , 
at the next County-Court , where if no owner appear , then it ſhall 
be lawful for him to make uſe of the ſaid Boar, untill the owner 
do appear , who ſhall allow him, for his pains, One hundred 
pounds of Tobacco. TE 


— — % 
A — — 


CXIV. 
I Free Trade. | 


B it Enacted, That Free Trade be allowed to all the Inhabi- 
rants of this Countrey, to buy and ſell ar their beſt. advantage 3 
and thar all Actsconcerning Ingroſfing, be, fram henceforth, repea- 
led and made void. Provided alwayes > That -no perſon or per» 
ſons, ſhall have any Commerceor Trade with any 1ndiens, for Bea» 
ver, Otter, or apy other Furs, except thoſe Commiſſionated by hg 


—_— 
—  ——— —@S 
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Rat rock Moos 


\V Hereas the Exportationof Hides; Wooll, and Iron, is gene- 

rally conceived to be much prejudicial ro the Common- 
| wealth, and good ofthis Colony : Be it therefore EnaRted, by the 
authority of this preſent Grand Aﬀembly, that whar —_ or per- 


ſons ſoever, ſhall Export out of this Countrey, cicher Wooll, Hides, 
or Iron, ſhall, for every of cheir offences in fodoing, pay as follow- 
eth (viz.) for every Hide, ſo Exported, the ſum of One thouſand 
. 09100. Tobacco z andfor every pound of Iron, ten pounds of To- 
bacco:; and for\every pound of Wooll, fifty poundsof Tobacco z the 
one half of which ſaid payments and forfeizures ſhall be paid to the 
Informer, ant the other half ro the Publique, ry 


— ————— 


CXVI. 
' Exportation of Money. 


| BE it hereby Enated,by this Grand Aſſembly, that no falſe Mony 
J ſhall paſs for currant in this Countrey ; bur pieces of Eight, thar 
are good and of (ilver,ſhall paſs for Five ſhillings currant Mony,u 
penalty of twenty ſhillings to be paid by the refuſers of them. And har 
none ſhall Export V'ony out of this Country, above the ſum of Forty 
ſhillings; ifany ſhallexcced the ſame ſum, to forfeit double thereof. 


— ———— GO_———. —_—FW__=_ 
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| CXVII. 
Size of - Virginia Hogſhead. 


] Tis Enacted, upon the complaint of divers Maſters and Merchants 
of Ships, againſt the incertainty aud extraordinary fize of Cask , 
which hath þeen very much prejudicialto them, that a certain ſize of 
all Tobacco-Catk of YirginiaHogſheads ſhall be as followeth (wis.) 
Forty three inches in length, and the head twenty fix inches wide, 
with the 0a 11 pr 3 and whoever ſhall make Cas of 2 
greater ſize,ſhall pay,upon proofmade to any Court (if he be a Free- 
man, otherwiſe his Maſter or Miſtris that imployes him) Three thou- 
Yand pounds of Tobacco, the one half to the Informer, the other half 
| "197.70 Bnhgnr Cask is made z ahd if any Cask ſhall be 
made of Timber not ſeaſoned, then ſuck Cask to be burnt. 
CXVIIL Again 
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CXVIIL. 
Heainſt private taking away Boats. 


Oraſmuch as divers perſons ſuffer great- damage by private and 
{© concealed taking away of Boats and Canvos, without licencefrom 
the owners thereof: Ir is enaRed and confirmed, by the Authoriry 
aforeſaid,That the Commiſſioners of each Cownty-Conrt,ſhall be here- 
by impowred (if required) to order and give ſatisfaQtion from the 
party ſotreſpaſſing,to thoſe injured by want of his or their Boar, Boats, 
or Canoes, Five hundred pounds of Tobacco penalty tothe owner,and 
what damage the Boat ſuſteins, 


CXIX. 
Againſt Shooting. 


Es 


Hereas it is muchto be doubted, the Commen-Enemy, the 

Indians if opportunity ſerve,will ſuddenly Invade this Coun- 
trey, and bring itto a total Subjeftion of the ſame : And whereas 
the only means for the difcovery of their Plots is by Alarums, of 
which no certainty can be had, in reſpe& of the frequent ſhooting of 
Guns in Drinkings, whereby they proclaim and ;uſtific that bealily 
Vice: Be it therefore Enacted, That what perſon or perſons ſoever, 
ſhall, after publication hereof , ſhoot any Guns ar Drinkings or 
Marriages, (Burials excepted) ſuch perſon or perſons ſo offendin 
ſhall forfeit Two hundred pounds of Tobacco, tothe Publique, tobe 
levied by diſtreſs in caſe of refuſal, 


—_———— a 4 
b—_— 


CXX, 
Supply of Ammunition. . 


E it EnaRed, That a Provident ſupply be made of Guns, Powder, 
and Shot, to our own people ; and this ſtrifly to be looked toby 

the Officers of the Militia, (viz.) that every man able to bear Arms, 
have inhis houſe a fixed Gun, two pounds of Powder, and eight 
pounds of Shot, atleaſt, which areto be provided by every man for 
his Family, beforethe laſt of March next 3 and whoſoever ſhall fail in 
making ſuch proviſion, tobe fined Fifty pounds of Tobacco, to be 
laidout by the County-Conrts for a Common-ſtock of Ammunition 
for the County 5 the inquiry referred to the Grand Jury. 
| T CXXI, Againf 
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pounds of Tobacco; andthar the Grand Jury enquire thereof. 
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CX XI. 
Azainft Exafting Millers. 


W Hereas by a fecond A& of a Grand Aﬀembly, Ano 1645. 
| ir was Ordered and Eftabliſhed, for the reforming the grear 
abuſe of Millers, in cxaQing exceſſive and illegal Toll, Thatno perſon 
or perſons ufing or occupying any Mill, ſhould take or receivefor the 
grinding of uy Grain, or exchanging it for Meal, above the fixr 
part thereof for Toll: which A& hath not taken ſuch effe@t as was 
intended thereby ; in reſpe&; as is conceived, neither penalty was 
impoſed thereon upon the Offender, nor the execution thereof was 

iven in dirc&ion vo any particular Officer. Ir is therefore thoughe 
Fr ro enlarge the ſaid AR, and by vertue thereof to require all 
Millers,or ownersof Mils,to provide bythe five and twentieth day of 
Fane next come twelve Moneth, Stilliards, or ftatute-weights and 
{cales,by which they are to receive in, and deliver out all Grain: and 
that they do ſufficiently grinde 8: — the ſaid Grain,ſo brought, 
upon the penalty (in caſe they do exa&, beyondthe ſaid proporri- 
on, for grinding or exchanging, or in caſe of default of ſuch Weights 
or Scales, or for not ſufficiently grinding (ofthe ſum of One thouſand 


— — —— 


| CXXII. 
X Againſt Exportation of Fngliſh Goods. 


Hereas the neceſſities of this Countrey are relieved, chiefly 

by the Importation of Engliſh Goods, and that relicf much 
obſtru&ed by many that bring 1n unneceſſary Commodities, and 
make ſale thereof for Tobacco, which they again truck for ſub- 
ſtantial Commodities, as Clothing, and the like ; andby that means 
leave the Countrey deſtitute of irs own ſupplies: It is hereby En- 
acted, That what perſon or perſons ſoever, ſhall, after the firſt of 
Fune next, export out of the Colony,any Engliſh Goods (nor by him 
formerly exported) fhall, upon diſcovery, forfeit ſuch Goods, and 
be fined the value z the one halfto the Informer, andthe other to the 


Publique, 


CXXII, No 
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CXXIIIL 


No Mares or Sheep to be tranſported. 


| bo alſo EnaRed, That no Mares or Sheep be tranſported our 
ot the Countrey, upon treble the value , to be forfeited by the 
Offender, and by him paid; one half to the Informer, and the other 
to half the Publique, 


CXXIV. 
Againſt ſelling of Rum, but in places appointed. 


VV Hereas the exceſſive abuſe of Rum, hath by experience been 

found to bring Diſeaſes, and Death to divers people , and 
the purchaſing thereof made by the exporting and unfurniſhing the 
Countrey of its own ſupplics and Staple-Commodities : Ir is En- 
acted, That what Veſſel ſoever ſhall after the firſt of March, 1663. 
(except ſuch as belong wholly roInhabirants of this Countrey) bring 


in them any Rum, or Pavele-Sugar, the ſaid Veſſels,ſo bringing it in, 


ſhall not unload or ſell the ſame, at any place or places, bur ſuch as 


are by A& of Aſſembly appointed Ports for the vent of the ſaid Com- 
modities, and ſhall bring the ſame on ſhore, and enter the quantity , 
and pay for every Gallon of Rum, fix pence Cuſtom ; and tor every 
pound of Pavele-Sugar, one peny ; belies they ſhall be permitt edro 
{ellor diſpoſe of any part thereof. 


————— 


CXXVYV. 


Againſt ſtealing of Hogs. 


V Hereas the _ and killing of Hogs, is a crime uſually 

Committed, and ſeldom or never Dereted or Proſecuted, 
inthis Colony : Be it therefore Enaded, for the better prevention 
thereof, That whoſoever ſhall ſteal, or unlawfully kill, any Hog 
which is not his own s and the ſaid fa& being proved, by ſufficienr 
Evidence ; he or they ſo offending, ſhall pay to the owner of the 
ſaid Hog, One thouſand pounds of Tobacco, and One thouſand 
pounds of Tobacco tothe Informer z and incaſe of Inability ropay 
and ſarisfie theſaid ſums, the perſon ſo offending ſhall ſerve rwo 
years (viz.) one year to the right owner of the ſaid Hog, and the 
ether to the Informer, And if any pom be found to bring home 

2 


any 


%,.Þ 
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any Hog or Hogs ſokilled without their Ears, ſhall be adjudged a 
Hog-ſtealer, and to be proceeded againſt accordingly. And that 
ſuch perſons as ſhall receive ſuch Hogs into their Houſes , and not 
immediarely diſcover the ſame to the next Commiſſioner , then ſuch 
Recciver ſhall be proceeded againſt, as if he had been an Ador inthe 


Treſpaſs; and in caſe the owner of the Hog inform , he to have both 
che Fines, | | 


CXXVI. 


Maſters of Ships to provide four Moneths Proviſion. 
E it EnaQted, Thar all Maſters of Ships ſhall be obliged hereby to 


provide four Months allowance of Victuals for Paſſengers at their 
ſetting forth from the Downs, or other Ports of England, and to give 
the © 9 1, ſufficient allowance of Dyerall the Voyagezand Com- 
manders of Ships reſpeQtively to take care, that prot Servants do nor 
want bedding in the Voyage » in which particulars aforeſaid, if any 
ſhall offend; they ſhall be lyable ro grievous cenſure here according 
to the merit of the offence. 


— 


J 


CXXVII. 
Concerning Paſses. 


BE iralſo Enated & Confirmed, That no Maſter of any Ship,Veſ- 
ſcl,Boat,or Barque, ſball Tranſport any perſon or perſons out of 
this Colony ,excepr the ſaid perſon or perſons produce a Paſs under 
the hand of the Secretary or ſuch whom he ſhall depute or appoint, 
upon the penalty to pay allſuch debrs as any ſuch perſon ſhal/ſtand in 
debtedto any perſon within this _ at his or their departure,and 

ay a Thouſand Pounds of Tobaccoto the Secretary,for his contempr, 
And itis further Enacted, Thar before any ſuch Paſs ſhall be ſigned, 
to any perſon, he orthey ſhall bring a Certificate from the Monethly 
Court, where he or they refide, that he hath ſet up his Name upon 
a Court-day , ten days at leaft-before his departure at the Cowunry- 
Court where he reſides z or otherwiſe, ſhall put in ſufficient ſecurity 
for the payment of all Debts thatare due or owing from themto an 
perſon, withinthe Countrey, or his Name to be publiſhed, and ſer 
up ar the Church-dore two Sundayes in each Pariſh in the County 
where it is preſumed, all perſons will be ; and the Readers Teſtimo- 
nial tothe Glerk (hall be ſufficient Warrant for him to grant a Certi- 
mo _ the Secxerary and ſecurity after a year and a day to be 
diſcharged, | | 


CXXVIII, 
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CXAXVIIL 
Impoſition of two Shillings pex Hogs«bead. 


 — eſent Grand Aſſembly of Yirginia, taking into ſerious 
Conlidermivngche burthenſom and unequal way of laying Tax- 
es by the Pole, and how they m_—_— moſt honor,and eaſe, ſupport 
the Government in well paying his Majefties Officers z and as means 
perhaps of introducing money , and an Encouragement to men to 
to produce other uſeful and beneficial commodities z have thought fit 
to impoſe two ſhillings . per Hogſhead , upon every Hogſhead of 
Tobacco, that ſhall be ſhipped on board of any Ship or other Veſlel 
within Yirginia to be exported z and the ColleQors of the ſaid Im- 
poſition to diſpoſe of no part thereof , but by Order of the Grand 
Aſſembly only. Be ir therefore Ordained and Enacted by this pre-. 
ſent Grand Aſſembly, and by the Authority thereof, And iris here- 
by Ena@ted, That the Maſter and Maſters of all and every Ship and 
Veſſel coming to Trade in Yirginia, ſhall upon Demand made by the 
Colleor or Collectors, who ſhall by Order of Aſſembly , be im-- 
powred to receive the ſaid Impoſition from every Shipor Veſſel, en- 
rer into ſecurity to pay ſuch Collector or Collectors rwo ſhillings for 
every Hogſheadof Tobacco, that ſhall upon any Accompt whatſo- 
ever be ſhipped on board his Ship, or Veſlel,to be exported ; the ſaid 
payment either to be made in Money, Bills of Exchange, or Goods 
at thirty per cent. advance, upon the price of ſuch Goods at the firſt 
penny 3 and all fraughters to be accomprable tothe ſaid Maſters for 
the Tobacco by them ſhipped. 
' Pe it alſo Ordained and Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid', for 
the Diſcovery of the Number of Hogſheads each Ship,or Veſlel con-' 
tiins, that the Maſter of ſuch Ship or Veſlel ſhall deliver his Boat- 
Swains Book to the peruſal of the Collector 3 And make Oath of 
the truth of the ſame ſo farr as he knoweth. And, that the Marte's ® 
Boat-Swain or any other Sca-man be {worn , if the Collectors ſee 
cauſe ,ro diſcover the truth of the {aid fraught. 

And if any Maſter of Ship, or Veſſel, ſhall wittingly, or willingly 
conceal, any part ofhis fraught from the Collector. and ſhall rhere- 
of be lawfully convicted, then the ſaid Maſter ſhall forfeit for every 
fuch offence the ſum of One hundred pounds ſterling, one Moiety 
thereof togo to the Informer , (andthe other to rhe Publique ) and 
| be recoveredby Action of Debt, Bill, or Plaint, in'Geyeral-Court, or 

County-Conre by vertue of this Act,againſt whichno rn Wager 
of Law, or 'Protection, to be allowed to any perſon {o offending. Be 
ﬆ further Etacted, and Ordained , Thar it any Maſters ſhiall paſs 
Bilts of Exchange, for-the ſaid lmpoſtion, that then the ay” 
| = | ar 
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arc hereby required to take ſufficient caution of the ſaid Maſter for 
the true and good payment of the ſame. Ir is hereby alſo Ordained, 
and Enacted, That the Collectors of the ſeveral Rivers and Places in 
Virginia, for the recciving of the ſaid two —_ F+- logſhead, 
embly , 


be appointed and confirmed by this preſent Gr and 

ive ſufficient ſecuriry andcaution for rhe due execution of the truſt 

reby repoſed in them, and to.be accomprable ro the next Aſſem» 
bly, according to the tenor of this Act. Andthe ſaid Collectors to 
beallowed ten per cent. Salary , for collecting the ſaid Impoſition. 
Provided alwayes, and it is hereby Ordained and Enacted, by the 
dtv op teh aforcſaid, Thar this preſent Act of Aſſembly be, and re- 


main 1n force. - 


Every Inhabitant in Northumberland , and Weſtmerland- 


( ounties, to. give an Accompt how many Hogſheads of 
Tobacco they made, and to whom ſold. 


q_—_— 


Hereas the Impoſition of Two ſhillings per Hogſhead can- 
not conveniently be levyed upon Maſters of Ships,that come 
'F into Petomake River, by reaſon of their Anchoring in the 
Dominions of rhe Lord Baltemore, whenee they ſend their Sloopes 
and Boats co ferch the Tobacco made in this Countrey,withour pay- 
ing the ſajd Impoſition : Be it therefore Enacted, That every Plant- 
er inhabiring in the Counties of Northumberland , and Weſtmerland, 
ſhall certifie into the ColleQor's Office, or unto his Deputies , the 
Number of Hogſheads of Tobacco made by him and his Family, and 
to whom they are ſold, and ſhall nor ſuffer any of the ſaid Hogs- * 
heads of Tobacco, to be carryed out of his Hou: until he receive 


. Certificate from the ſaid Collector, that the Impoſition of the ſaid 


Tobacco is paid, And if any Planter ſhall contrary to this Act ſufs 


® fer any ofhis Tobacco to be carryed aboard any Ship, Boar or Sloop, 


without ſuch Certificate, then the ſaid Planter to be fined Twenty 
ſhillings for every Hogſhead ſo carryed away without Certificate as 
aforeſaid. = | 

Whereas the like inconveniencies are incident to Northamptou- 
County, and lower Norfolk, in recovering the Impoſitions of Two 
and Ten ſhillings per Hogſhead,as to the River of Potomake, by rea- 
ſon of the Tranſportation of much of the Tobacco made in thoſe 
places.in Sloops to Mary-land. Beit Enacted, That the Provinſional 
A& made the laſt Aſſembly,for payment of thoſe duties in Foromake- 
River extend and be in force in the ſaid Counties of Lewer-Norfolk, 
and Northampton, and that the ColleRors appoint certain perſons to 


rake Accompr of the Planters, according to the Tenor of this AQ. 
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_ CXXX, 
Payment of Fort-Duties in Accomake, 8c. 


VV Heress there is an A& of the laſt Aſſembly providing for the 
ſecuring of the payment of the Two ſhillings per Hogthead 
due to the Countrey, bur no Proviſion made therein for the 
the payment of Fort-Duties of Fotomake, Accomake, and Lyn-baven, 
from whence they fetch their Tobacco in Sloopes : Be it Enacted, 
That the ſaid Act ſhall extend;as well to cauſe the Planters loading ir 
to reſerve and make payment of three pence per Hogſhead for Fort- 
Duties of the ſaid Tobacco, as for the payment of the Two ſhillings 
per Hogſhead, 


— > 
—— 


CXXXEL 
Ten Shillings per Hog ſhead. 


Hereas the prudence of all Nations hath provided for the 
defraying the Publique neceſſary charges of the Countrey, 


W 


he Needs Commodate of the Country,by the Exportation of which 
che great advantage accrews,than by Taxing the perſons of the Inha- 
birantszthis preſent Grand Aſſembly endeavouring,as much as intheni 
lies, to caſe the burthen of the people, andraking into conſideration, 
che great benefit, that accrews to other Countreys by the Cuſtoms a- 
riſing fronrour Commodity Tobaccoz andthat Yirginia, whole parti- 

lar Staple iris, hath from it,nor from the Adventurers hicher,no Pub- 
lique Advantage : We have thought ir neceſſary and convenient, 


and accordingly have Enacted and confirmed, that all Maſters, Mar-- 


chants of Ships and Marrinerstrading to Yirg:nia, and nor. bound by 
Charter-Party to return and diſcharge in any of the Engliſh Domini-, 
ons in Ewrepe, ſhall pay for every Hogſhead of Tobacco, they ſhall 
Joad aboard any Ship,Barque, or ather Veſſel arriving here, afterthe 
firſt of Auguſt next, and not bound as aforeſaid , ren ſhillings ſter- 
ling, either in Money, or good Bills of Exchange,with good caution, 
or in good valuable Commodities at Twenty five per cent, advance; 
Provided alwayes, That all Adventurers, Inhabirants of this Coun- 
rey, trading in bottoms belonging to Yirginiz Owners; ſhall be free 
from the ſai Impoſition 3 Ir tending to. the Adyancement of Trade 
here, the Encouragements of the Inhabitants to purchaſe Veſlels, and 
of Marrifersto make this their place of Reſidence, | 


WS: CXXXI. Caſtle 
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CXXXI1L 
Caſtle-Duties to be paid. 


Hereas: the Caſtle-Duties granted by his Majeſty to 
'P/ Colonel Franci Morriſon, Capraiti of the Fort at Foinr- 
 V. Comfort ate rendtedof no value by the charge of Boar 
and Finds going to'Colle& them , and the inconſiderableneſs of 
the Cortmodiries they are paidin, being commonly the reffuſe of 
their Cargoe ; Be it therefore EnaQted, That all Maſters of Ships, 
ahd other Veſſels, being thereunto required by the Officer ap- 
pointed by the ſaid Colonel Moriſon, ſhall give in a true bur- 
then of their Ships, or Veſſels : and the liſts of their Paſſengers z 
at ſuch convenient places , and to ſuch perſons as the ſaid Co- 
lonel Morriſon, ſhall in each River appoint, upon Oath to be 
Admiaiſtred by his ſaid ColleQor or Officer, if a Commiſſioner ; 
or elſe by any one or tewo Commilſioners. And if any Maſter 


| ſhall make falſe Entry cicher of his burthen or liſt of Paſſen- 


xs, then he ſhall, upon proof rhereof made, pay treble duties - 
or the namber of paſſengers or quantity of Tuns concealed , 
the ſame to be recovered out of the Eſtare of the Maſter (®dt- 
fenditip. And the like penatry upon all ſuch Maſters as ſhall wich- 
ont eothing into hartour fetch away their loading in Sloops or 
Boats, And what Maſter foever fhall not pay his Duties 1n kind, - 
being half a pound of Powder, and three pounds of leaden ſhor, 
pes Tun, and fix pence per Poll for every perſon imported , nor 
being a -Marriner, that then he ſhall pay in lieu thereof one ſhil- - 
ling per Tun , and fix pence per Poll enher in Money or Goods, 
as they coft at the firſt penny, And thar the ColleQors thereof 
rrarifemit the ſaid Entries of Ships and Paſſengers under the hand 
of rhe faid Maſters to the ſaid Colonel Morvilew to be by him Res 
corded in his Fort-Book, as formerly harh been accuſtomed, 
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| CXXXIII. 
Ships to come up to James-City, " 


F 7 Hereas the Kings Majeſtics frequent Inſtructions hath com- 
'V Y manded that all Maſters of Ships arriving in this Countrey . 
ſhould , before they break Bulk , bring up their Ships:to Fames- - 


City , whigh, by reaſon of the ſcating of the Inhabiranes in divers 


Rivers 


The Law of Virginia. - 
Rivers cannot wirtout rhuch prejudiceto the ſaid Maſters extend to 
all parties of the Countrey 3 yetthathis Majeſties commands may 
as much as in us lyerh RI bbeyed 3 We the Governour, 
Councel,and Purgcſſes of this Grand Aſſembly, have thought fir rg 
Ena&, And be it Enacted by the Awthority aforeſaid, Thar all Ships 
whatſoever ariving in Fames-River, do accordingly with the firſt 
fair wind and weather,after their arrival, bring up- their Ships to 
Fames-Ciry, and there make Entry of their Ships; take our Licence 
to Trade; and perform ſuch otherthings as they: ſhall be thete cer- 


tified, the. Laws of the Countreydo enjoyn them, 


—_— 


———. 


CXXXLV. 
Privileds of Virginia-Owners. 


VV Hereas ſome doubrs have ariſen about the priviledge of Yir- 
ginia-owners, and their Exemption from the payment of the 
Duties of rwo and ten ſhillings per Hogſhcad : Be it Enacted and 
Declared; Thar the {aid Priviledge-is granted only to rhe Owners 
and Adventurers in ſuch Vefſlcls as ſolely and wholly belong to the 
Inhabicants of this Countrey 3; andnot to ſuch” perſans as are on- 
ly Partriers of Veſſels whoſe other partners dwell in other Countries, 
and rhe Governor be Judge of ſuch Proprieties; and e the ſame 
co the Collectors, | ON: 


* 
-Y ———— —_ _ _—_ a we. Saad. 


CXXXY. 2: 
A Publike Notary appointed.” 


Hereas for want of a Publique Notary the Certifi | 

VV aim Inſtruments to be mes of thi Cl Sap | 

that credir given them in forreigh parts as duly they ought : Be. ir 

therefore Enacted , that Henry Randolph Cletk of the mbly, be 

authorized and ſworn a Publique Notary for this Countrey. To 

ww atteſtation at home and abroad; we defire all credence may 
given, FOO Mong z | 


% 
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BY Af concerning the Indians, 


'T-Hexeas: the munual Diſcontents, Complaints, Jealoufies and 
; VV. © Fears of Engliſh-and Zz4/ans, proceed chiefly fromthe vio- 
lent Intruſiens of divers Englith made imo their Lands,forcing the 1»- 
dians,by way of Revenge, to killche-Canecl and Hogs ofthe Engliſhz 
andby that means Injuries being done on both ſides, Reports and Ru- 
movrsare ſpread of rhe Hoſtile Intentions of each to others, tend- 


ing infinitely to the diſturbance @f the Peace of His Majeſtie's Coun- 


try : And whereasthe Laws prohibiting the Purchaſe of any 1»d:- 
an's Lands (unleſs acknowlkgyed at Gezeral..Courrs or Aﬀemblics ; 
by reaſon it is as cafic to affright them to a publick, as wellas a pri- 
vare acknowledgement) arc-made- fruitleſs, and incftectuall ; cor- 
tupt- Ingerprerers often adding 10-his miſchicf, by rendring them 
wal 1g:to.ſurcender; | when itideed, they intended to have received 
a © antirmarion 'of cheir own Rights,and a Redreſs of their wrongs, 
which miſchiefs bad thcy continued, muft needshave involved the 


- Conntty intoan inevitable and deſtructive Ware. For: Remedy of 


which Incgnveniences,and thay;for the future. a fure equitable peace 
may be 6ſtabliſhed,.. che Goverhons,: Council, and Burgefſes our of 
their tender care of Juſtice and the Peace of this His Majeſtie's 
Country, have enacted, ordained, and confirmed, and do by theſe 
Preſents, enact, ordain, and confirm, Thar, for the future, - 

No Indian King , or Othey ;/ſhall upon any pretence, ali- 
en , or {ell ; nor no Engliſh, for any cauſe or conſideration 
whatſoever , purchaſe or buy , any. Trace: or Parcel of Land 
now juſtly claimed, or actually poſſeſſed, by any Indian or 1#- 
dians whatſoever :: All ſuch bargains; and ſales hereafter. made, or 
pretended tobe made, being hercby.declaredto be invalid, void, and 
null any-Acknowledgement, Surrender, Law or Cuſtomformer- 
ly ufed'ro the conrary notwithſtanding, And further, Thazthe 1»- 
dian's Ptopertie iy gxir Goods, be, hereby. aſlured and confirmed 
to then! 3. and their Perſons ſo ſecured, thar, whoever ſhall defraud, 
or take fromthem their Goods, or do hurt or injury to theis Per- 
ſons, ſhall make ſuch ſatisfaction, and ſuffer ſuch Puniſhments, as 
the Laws of Englavd, or this Country, do inflict , if the ſame had 
been done to an Engliſh man. 

Andbe.it further enacted, That what Engliſhman hath already 
comrary to the Laws formerly in force, for ſurrendring and acknow- 
kedging 1ndian's Lands, made Incroachments, or ſeatedupon them, 
ſhall, if they make nor good proof of their Ticle , upon Complainr 
fnade, be, by Order direRed to the Sheriff ro executes —_ 

von 
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from their, ' Seats of Land: thus wrongfully inctoacked 3 and all 
Houſes by then bulk upon the ſaid Lands, be demoliſhed and burned. 

_. Avd beirſunber crafted, Thar all: Engliſh Men, having by ſur- 
renders made. at ;2uarter-Conrrs or Afltmblics; procured a colou- - 
rable Rightro any Land by the ſaid Bngliſh now ſeared within three 
Miles of any '4ndians, for prevention of the Injuries done to the 7x- 
dians, bythe {aid Engliſhmens Hops and Cattel, ſhall ſend ſuch 
Number of hands, asthey ſball te appoimed by C emmiſſioners, to 

be arthorized by the Governour, to: Felp the 1n#ia»s to fence. in 

a Corn-field,proportionable rothe Numke rof Perſons, the ſaid 17- 

dian Town dothconſiſt of, and that after ſuch fence once made ſuf 

- ficiently,according to Actof the Aﬀſembly.if the 1ndiars keep it not 

in repair; what d 5 ſoever they ſhall afterwatds ſuſtain, ſhall 

be at the hazard, and ſole lofs,of them the ſaid 1ndians. 

And be-ir further :enacted, Thar for the berrer relief of the poor ws 
Indians, whom, the ſeating of the Engliſh, hath forced from their 
wonted Conveniencies of-0 ring Gihingan thering Tuchahoe, 
Cortenions,..and other Wild-Fruxs, by which they were wonted for 
a great partof the Year ca-ſubſiſt:Be ir therefore enated, granted, an 
confirmed, Thar the ſaid 4ndians,npon Addrels made to rwo of the 
Juſtices of .thax- 'County, they deſiring to oyſter or gather Wild- 
Fruits in,as aforeſaid,they the ſaid Juſtices ſhall gtant a Licence to 
the ſaid Indians, tooyker, or gather Wild-Fruits, as aforeſaid : Pro- 
vided, the fajd. Juſtices limir the time the 7ndians are ro ſtay ; andrhe 
Indians bring-not with them any Guns, 'or Ammtinitions, ot other. 
offenſive Weapons, butonly fuch Took: or Implettients , as ſerve 
for the endof.cheir-coming. And if any Engliſhman ſhall preſiime 
rotake fromthe indians (o coming in;; atty of their Goods, or ſhall 
kill, wound, or main any /dian, he ſhall ſuffer, as the had done the. 
ſame to an Engliſhman, and be fined for: his Contempr. 

And becapſe many under-hand and unlicenſed Fradets do truck. 
and Trade with the /ndians (contrary tothe Act of Afﬀembly, and 
ro the great. prejudice of all-ſuch; went procife* Commiſſions 
from the Governour) under prerence; that the things tracked for, be. 

iventhem by the /ndians:Be ir therefore engcted; Thar what Perſons. 
oever, ſhall, upon any pretence wharſoever, buy, rake, of reccive. 
ahy thing or commodity, from an 1zdian; ſhall, upon'proot there-, 
of at any Coarty be ordered 10. pay treble the value of the'thing rc-. 
ceived, to the Petſon injured thereby.” > * - res ASH 

And becauſe fomerimes Differences tay ariſe berween the 7nd7-; 

of Arreſt,” might tend nach ro the:Diſturbance cf ace of the. 

Country : Be.itthereforeenacced;Fhat ahy Corm ated Trader y 

having a' difference with any 7»diaw King, -or Other, ſhall repair to. 

ro. the Governour for him, orſuchocher 43 he fall appoirit, to de--, 

ecrmine the atancr incomroveriie betweert them,” - * 4 ; 
| X 2 mM 
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And becauſe the Impriſonment of an -1#dian; may bring a War 


tipon the Country.z and conſequently, theimaking of Peace and 
Wear, being wreſted out of thoſe hands, it is,by his Majeſtie's Com- 


miſsion, intruſted inrorhe oe of. every Individual inthe Coun- 


try : Be-ittherefore cnacred, Thar no Perſon of what quality ſoever, 

preſume to Impriſon any Indjep King ,withour a ſpecial Warant from 

the, Governour, and wo of -the © ouncil;' as they will anſwer the 
us a; 


'*And' becauſerhis Actcannor,be pur in Execution without Com- 


miſciouers., to view the preſerit Bounds of che Enpgliſh' and ' 19d7- 


ans: Be ir therefore enacted, That the. Honourable Governour be 
defired and authorized ro! appoint unintereſted Perfons, Com- 
miſſioners, co go, with Parties of Horſe, to the ſeveral 1ndian- 
Towns ; and thereto paoclairh theſe and the following Articles of 
Peace berween Us andthe 1xdians ; to (ertle the PotindGerivven us; 
and co, appoint orhersof the-moſt integrity, ro fix the time, and af- 
ſes the work ; to help the indians Fence, and all other things by this 
Act enjoyned z and, for prevention of future Intrenchments beyond 
the bounds once. fixed, Be it - further enacted , Thar the Gover- 
nour. be delired/ and authorized to Commilsionate certain Perſons 
annually to viſit the ſame and to takecare, that no Intrenchment be 
henceforth made upon the indians, | 
 Andbecauſe an Interval between the /»dians cannor, in thepre- 
ſcatnearneſsof ſeating, be ſa laid our, as may wholly fecure' the 
Engliſh fromthe /ndians coming in, and pilfering _ fromthem, 
if a free intercourſe be adantied : Be ir therefore enaRed, for pre- 
vention thereof , and tothe end,thar rhe Nations may be diſtinguiſh- 
ed ; and ſo, iftheyare taken in the manner of doing any Injuries, 
the ſufferers know to what Kingsto addreſs themſelves for remedy z 
Thar Badges (wviz.<ilver-Plares, and Copper-Plates, with the name 
of the Town graved uponthem)be given to all adjacent Kings, with- 
ih our ProteRion. And thar all the ſaid Kings give itin Charge to 
their people, that none of them preſume, upon what occaſion fo- 
ever, to come within the Engliſh bounds, without thoſe Badges up- 
on them, orone with a badge in their Company ; and it any Da- 
mage or Injury be done toany Engliſhman, by them, or any of them, 
that then the King, or Great-man of the Place, the badges denote, 
ſhall be anſwerable for ir, And, if any ſhall, notwi ing this In- 
junRion, be found in our bounds, without any ſach badge, or nor 
accompanied with one that ſhall have them; rhar chen ir ſhall be 
lawful for any Engliſhman, to carry him, or them,before any Juſtice 
of the Peace, who ſhall keep him, or them in ſafe Cnſtody, until 
their King, or Great-man, ranſome them by paying one hundred 
Armslengthof Roranoke, for each /ndian lo raken, to be _— 
of by the Publick : Provided alwayes, That if any Engli 
ſhal}be found, or proved, tohave taken away evyol thes Badges, 

thereby 
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thereby to make the /ndiays guilty of breaking this Luw'z that then 
the Perſon ſo offending, ſhall be-ſer inthe Pillory two hours on the 
Conrt-day, in the County where they have committed the Offence, 
with their Fault in Grear Letters written uponthem 3 and robe fi- 
ned Five Thouſand Pounds of Tobacco, to the uſe of the Publick ; 


and, in caſe of diſability, lye fix Months in Priſon without Bail or 


Main-prize. 


And beit further EnaQted, That all Indian Kings, Tributary to 


the Engliſh, when they have the leaſt notice of any March by any 
ſtrange 1»dians, neer our Quarters, ſhall repair themſelves, or at 


leaſt, ſend ſome one of their Great-men to the next of the Militia, 
which ſhall be nominatcd and appointed by the Governour, for that 


purpoſe z and acquaint him, with as much as they know, concern- 
ing che Nation, the Numbers, and which way, y coriceive, they 
will bend cheir Courſe, And, if they then ſhall defire any aid 
tromus, to ſecure them, that a Party beſent preſently our by the 
Colonel of the M1litza, ro that purpoſe 3 which by this Our A(- 
fiſtance and Reciprocal care, will make them and us have an equal 


OY 


Intereſt in others preſervation 3 while on the gther ſide, we being 


ignorant of the Marches of Forreiners, impute all Damages, we 
then receive, which as then commonly moſt to our Neighbours,how 


Innocent ſoever. : 0 
And be it further enaQed, That if any 1»dian by the Inveighling 


of any Engliſh, or of his own wilLſhall without leave of the King, . 


or Great-man of the place, come withia the Bounds limited them, 
' andthere procure harbour or entertainment, it ſhall be lawful for 
any Engliſhman, to takethe ſaid 1»#dian, and convey him to his 
Townto be puniſhed ; and torecover of the Engliſhman, that har- 
boured or entertained him, ſo much per day, as by the Law for en- 
rertaining other Run-awayes, is recoverable. 

And beit further enated, That what Engliſhman, Trader, of 
Other, ſhall bring in any /ndians, as Servants, and ſhall aflign them 
over to any other, ſhallnotſell them for Slaves, nor for any other 
time, then Engliſh of the like ages, thould ſerve by At of Afem- 
cy...” 
| "Ang becauſe heretofore many entertained Indians by Licenſes of 
particular Perſons, who did much Damage to their Fw. rnnnl Be 
it henceforth enaed, That no Perſon of what quality ſfoever, ſhall 
entertain any of our Neighbouring 1ndians;as ſervants,or otherwile, 
unleſs by a Licenſe obtained from the Governour himſelf, upon 
their Obligation, that deſire it,to be anſwerable fer allthe Injuries 
oo ——nrap the /»dians,by thementertained, ſhall do ro any 
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CXXXVIT, 
(lerks Fees £0 be paid. 


WW Hereas by a former A& of Aſembly, Clerksof Courts were 


made uncapable of recovering their Fees , after they had 
beentwo years Due : Be it enafted, Thar the ſaid Ad be repealed; 
and that all their Accounts (hall be three years pleadable. And thar 
hereafter, all Sheriffs, or ColleQors, ſhall either receive,diſtrain for, 
of ſecure by Bill, all Secrerary, or Clerk of Courrs Accounts, deli- 
vered them, and be allowed ten per cept. for whar is received ;/and 
five 14.4 cent, for whar Bills are raken, And the Sheriff, or other 
ColleRor,not receiving or ſecuring, as aforciaid, to be refponſible 
for the Account omitted : Provided, that they, the ſaid Sheriff, ot 


.Colleors, ſhall not be lyable for the Account of any Perſon re- 


moving out of the County, before the laying the levy, unleſs rhey 
receive the Levies, or Sheriff's Fees : And then to be accountable for 
the Clerk's Fees allo : Provided alſo, That the Clerks deliver, or 
ſend their Accounts atteſted under theirhands? (to the ſaid Sheriff or 
ColleQors, within four dayes after, Taying the Levy in their ſeveral - 
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Be it enacted and confirmed by this prefent Grand Aﬀembly, Thar 
the Secretarie's Fees fhallbe as followerh (wisz.) 


I6 T obac. 
Tnprimis For a Pattent and Recording it oo80 
For a Commiſſion of Adminiſtration, and Recording it 0060 
For a Probate, and Recording ir 0060 
For a Commiſſion to Trade 0050 
For a Depoſition, ooI5 
For a Bond, and Recording it 0040 
For a-Copyof a Partent 0030 
For Recording a Letter of Attorney — 0030 
For Recording a VII 0030 
Fora Common Warrant + ooIg 
For an Order ooTIg 
\ For a Copyof an Order - _} 7 
For Recording a Bill or Receipt--w———u————m—r—_ 00 
For an Execution or 0030 
For a Paſs 0030 
For a Subpcena .. _oong 
Fer a Petition, if writ . oorg 
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For a Certificate for Land _ 
For a Copy of an Act of Aſſemb! : | ooIg 
Far Recording a Bill of Sale, or ſuch like ©0030 
Fot a Commiſſion for the Militia or Court 2050 
| Connty-Conrt Clerks-Fees, 


Be it alſo further enacted, That the Connty-Cours Clerk's Fees be; 
_ asfolloweth, (vis, | 


it Tobac* 
Inprims For an Action  000$ 
For Entring an Order , ooo 
For the Copy of an Order — —— 0008 
For an Execution oorg 
For an Attachmeht _ 7 
For a Depoſition ©OOIQ 
For a Copy of a Depoſition _ 010 
For Adminiſtrations and Probates, both at-= —0060 
For a Subpcena : ©0010 
For a Petition, if they weltew 0010 
For Entry of a Pexition 0003 
For a Certificate for Land ; 0026 
For any other Certificate | ©OIS 
For Recording of any buſineſs, Orphans excepted, 0020 
For Recording Inventories and Conveyances 0030 
For a oy Pn in —_— ik = 
And if anything elſe be done by them, what is here exx 
ſed, the Comms to-adjudge the Fee, | | 
The Sheriff's Fees. 
Be it alſo enacted, That the Sheriff's Fees ſhall be as followeth, vis 
| tb Tobace. 
Inprims for an Arreſt ©0IO0 
For Bond ; 0005 
For going into Priſon --— —— 0010: 
For whipping  002S 
\ For Pillory 0020 
For ſerving a Subpoena = Bs oO0IO 
For ſerving an Execution,if under 100 pounds of Tobacco oore 
Tf above one hundred to five hundred 0020 
If above five hundred to one tliouſand -0040 
If umotwo Thouſand 0060. 


If above Two Thouſand, Ten Pounds per Thouſand. 
For Summoning and Impannelling a Jury for every Cauſe, Twelve 


poundS&of Tobacco 3'and for every perion ſummoned five _ 
| 2- or 


E2 
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of Toba>co. Attachments, as for Arreſts, and.if further trouble tobe 
allowed by the Court, vir 3A fol oy | 
- Ard whereas ſome of the Sheriffs Fees, upon Execution,have here- 
toforeſcemed to have been Arbitrary; thisAfſembly hath thought fir 


to alſcrtain them , and to Ena&,that he ſhall have, for ſummoning 


every Apprizer,Ten poundsof Tobacco, and the Apprizer to have | 
Thirty pound of Tobacco, 'per cauſe, if they finiſh irin one day; and 
30 per day, ifthey are longerabour ie. oO þ- 


The Clerk of the Aſſemblies Fees. 0 


Be it - Enated, by this preſent Grand Aſſembly, thar tte Clerk of 
the Aſſemblies Fees, ſhall be as followerh, (ws. | 


| - Tb of Tubacee. 
Imprimi for Entry of a cauſe by return, plea, or Petition  *. 0020 
For an Order, and Copy of an Order ' 0020 
-or-Denyzation | | | O50 
For Naturalizing (G2 gs : ©O5 0 
For County Courts Commiſſions G05 
For Mili:ia Commiſſions,it granted by Aſſembly 12011-0050 
For Coppying the Ads of every Afſembly s 40.7:63080 


For the whole body of the Acts writing | 0300 
For atteſting At of Aſſembly, Coppying Anſwer and Replics, 


CXXXYI1ITL. 
Interpreters made for the Country . 
WW Hereas Colonel Zobn Floed hath long and faithfully ſerved 


rhis Countrey,in the Office of an Interpreter, and being now 
decealcd : It is Enacted, Thar Thomas Flood, Son to the ſaid Colonel 
Fobn Flood, ſhall be received in the place of his Father ; and thar 
Henry Newcombe be likewiſe made Interpreter for the Norword, 


Dr ET 


mm 


This is a true Copy of the Acts of Aſſembly nowin force, 
and apreeth with the Original in the Records. 
Tefte Henr' Randolph,Cl Aſſem, 


<4 
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AASAALCLSSS20 200202222 2200000044 
The Title and Number of the Ads, in order 


as they are PaxINTED. 


Ag. | Page. 
I, Hurch to be built; or Chappel of Eaſe 2 
" N Veſtries appointed 
$8. Glebes to be laid ont | bid 
4. Miniſters to be Indutted ibid, 
5. Miniſters to provide Readers. 31.1661, | 4 
6. Liturgy to be read ibid. 
7. Charch Catechiſm ibid. 
8. Miniſters to Preach weekly 5 
9. Sandayes not to be prophaned ibid. 
Io, The 30" of January to be kept 4 Faſt 6 
Il. The 29" of May to be kept holy tbid. 
12, None t8be Married but by Minifters, nor by them but by Licence 
or Publiſhing the Banes | ibid. 
13. Charch-wardens to make Preſentment | PIES. 
14 * Burial of Servants, or others, ar pay- Prohibited + ibid, 
15. Church-wardens to keep the Church in Repair, and provide om 
ments, | 
16, Regiſters to be kept by the Miniſters or Readers ibid, 
17, Licences for agoabta = how to (ſue | i 
18. Proviſion for a Colleage ,- 
Propoſitions by the Governor, Whereas an Antient,&'c, . ibid, 
I9, Conris | IT 
20,  Attions 10 be Proportioved  _ © I3 
21, Courts toſir from Eight to Eleven of the Clock in the Forenoor : 
. from One to Threeafter Noon _ | __  thid. 
22. The Plaintiff to file his Declaration three days before the day 4 
_» hearmn | REL: + 
23, Adj Go to the two laſt days for Determination of Refetenies 
by Aviſare Volumus, or Attion entred in Coart time ibid. 
24. Criminal Cauſes to be tryed as the General-Conrts 0 
25. The Governor, and two of the Council, to go the Circus _ '16 
26. Appeals, how tobe made _.. . i 
27, Amerciaments in the General-Courts CC ws. 17 | 
28. Subpzna's to be iſſued by the Clerk Ci 8-0 ol 
29, Dedimus Poteſtarem, how #0 ifſwe © _ ibid, 
30, Penalties for non-apperance of Evidences _ bo 
31, Connty-Conrts appointed —@  _ £5a - 2S 
F1 33, No 


—_— —- 


72. 
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AR. 097% CO NE is, £1 Pave, 
22, No Arreſt without entry of Aftion 4's 
33. The Defendant to put in hs Anſwer ibid, 
34, Form of entring the Court ibid. 
35. /Conrt mot to-take- Cognizance, of any theme under two hundred 
pornas of Tobacco _ © 22 
36, Private Conrls prohibited | ibid. 
37. Tryals by Furies 23 
38, Grand-Juries t0 preſent Offenders os tbid. 
29. Pillories ro be eretted ineach County  * 
49. Fines tobe diſpoſed of by the Aſſembly ibid; 
41. 'Supcrfedeas by whem,and hew,grantable 25 
42. Friſons t6 be built in eath Ceunty ibid, 


.  Dwellers within the Rules of any Priſon, not to have the benefit 


thereof 26 
44. Sheriff+ to be choſen in the Commiſſion ibid, 
45. Sheriffs not making return 27 

46. Sheriffs to take Bail | ibid. - 
47. Non elt inventus 2J 
43. Apprizement, of Goods ibid. 
49. No Commiſioner, Clerk, or Sheriff tobe Atturnies in the Court 
> where they Officiate 29 
50, Publication of Writs for Eleftion of Burgeſſes 30 
51, Publique Levies to be firſt paid ibid, 
52, The Sheriff, upon the inftance of the Treaſarer, or his Deputy, to 
.. Colleff the Qgit-Rents | 31 
$3. Lift of Tithables how to be taken ibid. 
54. What Perſons are Tithable 32 
55s Counſellours and ten perſons tobe exempred ont of the Levy, ibid. 
'$6. Artificers nov/planting Tobaceo,tobe freed from paying Levy,ibid. 
57. Connſellour to raiſe a Levy 7 hs | 33 
58... No Arreſts 20 be made on Sabbath-dayes "ibid, 
59. Reward for killing of Wolves Ip | 24 
Go, Commiſſioners 10 take Security of Sheriffs ibid, 
61, Fudgment efore Commiſſioners | 35 
62, {*: ons removing into the Bay , _ ibid. 
63.; Engliſh Weigh ans Metres 36 
64. County-Courts to grant FA ates ayd Adminiſtration © 37 
65. Adminiſtrations to whom to be grannd * ibid. 
66.: Concerning Orphans © * © LT we 38 

67. Orphans Land, not to be Aliened Neo» 
, . Grants of Land N en Oe ts ibid. 
] 69-;Deſe ried Land EY pil v V1 nA £5367 | Bs, y 
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